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Ls * 


F r NE AFTYS 11 * 
„ e } 41% 14 144 i vi 
4 % 


*” 4 EI £43 a — 6. N 1 477 * . * = * * * 
N 4 4 3 tn of a =. 4 V-4 4 «& 4% * a KAnn 444 11317 FI 


' * 12 4 * 8 r N 5 — 1 ö 
128 LEA + 4 . f y v 
GH: & + 1 101% 23; JATISZIOM. K-11 
% * 
* — 5 
” „ 6, ” 1 - * * * * mo * a þ #3 — K 29 972 fy 
$ £3” 47 of 4.4 +> ꝓꝙꝓ fxX 4 1 * * * Fils 5 : #3 224 
— — e — .... ! ⁵ CE IOC — — — 
6 —— “ ?: r Ls i 2 — — eee eee. 


. 


N * 
o y # 4 
DO PEE ORB ON RIC BG to meer rot wetrrne 


WW a = -— — 
; ( "3-4 5% * 
. g 4 x *. 4 


2 
- 
\ 

0 
* 


1 * " 4 - {%\ - + * 0 * 3 4 
” = 5 1 1 : 1 a. - 1 18 1 1 . 
a < — — 4x - % + 1 1 ke wo „ > * > «+ . 441 * al 2 


Pd 


FY 
V 
His Grace the Duke of DORSET, 
* PRESIDENT: _ 
T be Rt. Hon. the Earl of Domrpntne, 


1 His Excellency Baron Norxin, 
| Sir Epward HaLles, Bart. 
Sir Grone -SAviils, Bart. 
Sir Trogas RVNABOL p, Bart. 
General Rienaap Su Tn, 


2 Err 
THE OTHER GOVERNORS 
O07 THER 


| General * Hoſpital 


STORE STREET, 
THIS ESSAY IS INSCRIBED, 


AS 
A TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE AND RESPECT, 


r 
AUTHOR. 


's 8 | 


ry 1 1 * | 
cad na 
e 4H ene, S307 810 21K 
Le 
Fea. * ay 7 ©» - 
"1" T7 2-44-40 *. 
» — * * 
A 74 oats LF. | 
«CSE UNE 2:5 10 41 INT NONE LK S 
re : 
mad O04 nls 7 aid 
£ 2 . 
a N | 
$335 x. 3 2 15 2 | or | 
& . GAHAwadl EG: | 
741 Al I * 8 | | 
T1 14 #4 F-: ) 
Rad 44 1 Ba) 4020 112 | 
rap N. 
c 07 " | 
TING an enk 12 
rr 1 
tn Ans 150850 
r : : | 
PIO MOT: CARS 38029 
. N e 1e 2 „ 
| i * Vt * Bs, 2 4+ Hs 9 25 «4 A 4 * 4 f 
—_ * ; a : 
4 * A 7: 


FIC IN * 


2322 «+ 
| 9 s - . 8 
<5 N 47 
o — * * * 1 * * 
: = . . N e 


n 


AA 
* 
* 
. 
S x 
— 
„ 
* 
14 * 
fg 
>, 
$2 
þins 
ES 
. 
fy 
| 
1 
24 
1 
1 
* 4 
O 


— 


. „ +” 3 0 — 1 
1 | # F 4 
* (1 ANA TT 1A OT e 
; (1391 132 f 27 ks 
eMUUILAJEUHT 27 Y A297 2THT 
4 SD” of p 4 
A * 
E A 


3 
Tossa OEN EV VITAKC 10 THOMITIIT A 


HT 18 
AOH1HTUA 


* 3 ; * * 
time vid gm : | | 
2001 >-& "4 , 6.21 aflrfio 71 2 9 291 1 
0 8 : 
£ 7 * F 2 o * . 
; 3 4 . - ++” 7 4 * 2 
21411 5 Un ieee ene 
>» 4 » * 2 — 4 _ F I 

| r 
*7 *% Th FL TY * 3 -S 4+ Ay * 25 
4414445 »[ — J wi. 9 #&A 3.4 4 « 4 Ge het eff? ft} 


— 4 * n — wy * 7 4 by | 32 Lf 
r to Thief 
f 4 A . 4 
ca2mom a: 10 077/134 2 5 
e R E F FA C 2. 
fl "Ta "7 . * 
tet 1 ” 45 5 by wt 10 F 2 — VIE T1163" — * 3 


3 n 8 
3661155 anden 11 ©J Diao rf 


wat 


* Wette 8 2 3d va. a Wi * 93 YC (2043 


ki 23. 110 84210 & 10 20 
<< \LTH 8 WU 6H in þ "+a of 
| A. miditesy, 11755 5 
neeeary tos ger der the er 
6 enen, ee of 
Fot H Wee et it does 
not come within the intention of 
this ay, t to treat of any other, 
than that degree only, which de- 
pending. on A5 N r 


2 
1 
1 


a Be ot Fi ad ens 
tet 
ove rem 


"Pye "EW" VIE 
————— 
—— om 

* 


dar 
n 


— r : 1 . 
— — 4 oe cet * 

. — — — 
+ 


* 


be expoſed to the pain and danger 


child; and as it Bas much Le- 
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pelvis, is incompatible with the 
ſafety of both mother and child. 
In this caſe, the life of the child , 
muſt of neceſſity be ſacrificed to 
the preſervation of the mother, 


or the mother herſelf, for the 


certain ſafety of her child, muſt 


be doomed to inevitable deſtruc- 


tion by the Cæſarian operation ; 


or for a precarious chance, and 
the ſlendereſt probability of Ale. 
ty to her child, ſhe mut at leaſt 


OY 


of the Divifien of the Hp pl 
bis. This laft operation was _ 


invented, and performed at! 


* 


by Monf. Sigault, Wiha hte. 
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tion to ſuperſede th nbceffity'sf 


the Cæſdrian fection, and infal- 
i 3 


libly to preſerve bõth parent a 
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 ged the attention, and dirided 
. the opinions of medical men 
rr the Continent; one 
chief purpoſe of this eflay, is can · 
didly to review that ſubject, and 
to inquire, how far it has an- 
ſwered the ſanguine expeRation 
of its firſt friends, or | how far 
experience has correſponded with 
theory, by collecting the hiſtory 
and events of all the caſes in 
which it has been performed, 
and preſenting them to my rea- 
ders, as the only ſatisfactory evi- 
dence, which can determine: the 
genuine merit of may or any 
other invention. 0 8 

Previous . to o this in | 
quiry, I ſhall firſt endeavour to 
obviate ſome: objections, deduced 
from analogy, and ſpeciouſly ap- 
bal b 3 plied 
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psd to depreciate the ſcierice 4 
midwifery, by demonſtrating the 
phyſical neceſſity of the diffe- 
rition, becauſe dependent on'the - 
very e enn our 
* ſhall then 1 to ans 
1 obſervations on laborious 
Lk parturition, but paſſing by, (at 
leaſt upon the preſent occaſion) 
= all the inferioo deg of defors 
mity and difficulty, 1 ſhall firſt 
deſeribe, and aſcertain; thoſe di 
menfions of the pelvis, which ab» 
ſolutehy, and in/all:cafes require; 
to accompliſh deliveryy fuch-vio» 
lence, as is inconfiſtent with the 
common ſafety. bath of mother 
and child. I ſhall next, by com- 
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Placed. by lamentabie neceſſity 


in competition, endeavour; . © 12 
prove, that bur uſual prartice 0 
opening the child's. head, and 
_ thereby, leſſening its volume, 
as to permit it to be extracted 
with the crotchet, inſtead of da- 
i Serving, thoſe approbrions.apd.; in- 


3 it by many ſcreign pro- 
ors, and ſome. authors of. this 
| country, i infinite preferable 
to any operation, which muſt at 
leaſt — the mother to ex- 
an ee if et dci 
deſtruction. Das 161357990 580. 
MP | ſhall. laſtly, enen 10 
ſhew, and confirm by a, late 
caſe, that a; child at full a ma- 
turity, and of. the,; ontivacy 
Ms rats 
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perfect ſafety to the mother, 
through 


more diſtorted pelvis, than has 
hitherts been ſuppoſed capable of 


admitting fuck delivery; the pel- 
vis in the caſe alluded to, being 


conſidera erably ſmaller, than where 


the Cæfarian operation is invari- 
ably adviſed,” and has been very 


often performed, and infinitely 
ſmaller, than where the diviſion 


yſis is even recom- 
mended. Thus 1 hope, almoſt 


to ſuperſede the neceſſity of the 


of che ſymph 


one operation, and altogether pre- 


vent the ee * the 
other. 


In the enn ene 1 ge 


an hiſtorical detail of the diviſion | 
8 the * r. and the 


event 


ed by 4 crotchet, with | 


a much ſmaller,” and 
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event of the caſes/in which it 

has been performed, L have been 
obliged to make ſuch frequent and 
long quotations, as perhaps in the 
opinion of ſome readers, may re- 
quire an apology, (while probably 
the greater number with myſelf, 
will think them the beſt and moſt 
the apology may be deemed more 
neceſſary, as I have departed from 
the uſual manner of throwing the 
quotations; in the form-of 
to the bottom of tlie page, — 
have introduced them into the 
body of the work. I beg leave 
however. to obſerve on this oc- 
caſion, 5 that the books from 
which I have taken my accounts | 
are not very common, and the 


10 either 


paſſages quoted are in general! 


— * 1 7 A 
* ˙ rout gy ow — * 


matiery;6r\ exproſiing.;. alt may 


that as the books are all in Latin 
or French, languages univetſallyß 


underſtood, and indeed: familias 
to the medical reader, (fur whoos 
alone this work intended), I 


of the author, rather than a tran · 
preſentation or perverſion, and 
even the poſſibility of miſtake, 
By interweavirig the quotation 
into the body: of the Work, the 
narration continues undiſturbed, 
and the confuſion and interrup- 
tion of frequent and repeated re- 


It is i e to enter upon 
nk — the ſubject 
36: of 


N WD N A & R in 
df this eſflhyp,withoytfſeelings! ani 
lamenting the ealamitous condi+ 
tion of the geꝝ; ho at alb times 
of parturition, aft Joxpaſed-to 
the ſevereſt bodily pain, but who, 
in this caſe, are inevitably re- 
duced to the cruelleſt alternative 
that imagination can conceive. 
An alternative, the more deplora- 
ble, as woman is the only created 
being who is ſubject to it, and the | 
miſery of Which is not produced 
by human" vice," nor cat it. be 
prevented by human dener 4 
while the Bombledt. the Nerz 
therefore, have the Rrrongeft unc 
moſt continent elaim upon our 
benevolence and (kill, the nfl 
welfare of wit "calls for ous 
beſt-cndearours-to-.leflen the af- 
fliction; and Jet me hope; that 
the 
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the humanity, and uſefulneſs of 
the intention, will plead in ex- 
tenuatibn of every fault, in the 
execution of fuch an' T 105 
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Le midwifery, have been mace enl- 
tivated throughout Europe, ſince tlie 
abmmencement of the pteſent century. 
than during any preceding period, yet 
its progreſs has hitherto by no means 
_ correſponded with the importance of 
the ſubject, ot our advances in other 
branches of the practice of medic A 
This, I, believe, may be acebunted 
in the following manner. Many rH 


| ble and'well-inforred perſons, and ehen 
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becauſe as far as their influence extends, 


> INTRO DU T ION. 


ſome philoſophers and phyſiciansꝰ, ob- 
ſerving with what facility, and almoſt. 
total exemption from danger, all ani- 
mals in a ſtate of nature bring forth 
their young, have preſumed, from ana- 


logy, that human partu 


ducted by nature alone, would be ac- 
compliſhed with equal facility and ſafety. 


From this opinion, which, for want of 


obſeryation, is founded on @ ſuperficial 
and imperfect knowledge of the ſubject, 
they have haſtily drawn concluſions un- 
favourable to the art of midwifery, and 
injurious! to the intereſts of humanity ; 


they have a direct tendency to prevont 
or obſtruct all-Furthervimprovements in 
this r W and 
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ont any affftance; but we think a midwife under- 
Mes it Wet &c. 6 
92 Ser Dr. 'Gitgorh's Comparative View of the | 
"ext K State and Faculties of Man, p. 22. 
975 * Artem obſtetriceam, futilem, inanem, imo- 
que ut exitioſam habent viri cetera eruditiſſimi, 
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irition, if con- ö 


of fi 


INTRODUCTION. 3 
To point out the fallacy of theſe 


15 opinions, and to obviate their influence, 


by demonſtrating the ſuperior difficulty 
and danger of human parturition ; to 
reſcve midwifery from the imputation 


of inutility, and to reſtore it to the im- 


portance which it merits, are the parti- 


_ cular objects of this introduction. 


That all animals in a ftate of nature, 
bring forth their young with greater 
eaſe, and ſafety, than women, who are 
aſſiſted by art, is a fact incontrovertibly 


eſtabliſhed by general obſervation; If 


it cannot therefore be ſhewn, that this 


difference between the ſtructure of the 


human body, and that of quadrupeds ; 
and — n e __ es 1 


Fg 
2 I'N 


17 ary ea omnia ſeeptics negant quorym. wha = 
+ 6fimis occplis non perſpererunt ;** as Monſ. Rouſlel 
de Vauzeſme obſerves even in France;* where: mid- 
wifery eee e- be, t bee | 
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the opinion referred to above, which 
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moſt favorable concurrence of circum- 


ſtances, or natural. labour, muſt, of ne- 
ceſſity, be more tedious, difficult, and 


painful, than the ſame operation in any 


other animal; the profeſſor of midwife- 
ry ought undoubtedly to acquieſce in 


conſiders: his art as uſeleſs, trifling, 
and perhaps ſometimes hurtful.. 
But ſhould it, on the other hand, ad- 
mit of demonſtration, that there is ſuch 
a powerful, and permanent cauſe inſe- 
parablyi connected with, or rather de- 
pendent upon, the moſt perfect form 
and ſtructure of the human body, which 
clogs even natural parturition with many 
impediments: and if it can be further 
ſhewn, that there is a diſeaſe peculiar to 
the human ſpecies, which lays the foun- 
dation for i innumetable diffculties and 
dangets In parturition, which are un- 
bm dn the quadruped; then the opi- 
nions, and concluſions I have mentioned 
above, Will a appear to be falſely or ſu- 
perficially: formed, and the charge of 
inutility muſt be rejected, as ill founded 
and 


inTroDverion 3 
and unjuſt. Indeed, it will be imme- 
diately evident, that midwifery, ; whilſt 
it profeſſes only to ſuperintend i the act 
of parturition, to co- operate with na- 

ture, and to aſſiſt her when neceſſury, 

is an art extremely beneficial to man- 
kind. But midwifery, in its inoſt ex- 
tenſive meaning, comprehends the me- 
dical direction and treatment of women 
from the beginning of the pregnant, to 
the concluſion of the puerperal ſtate, as 
well as the ſuperintendence of the act 
of child- bearing. If we therefore take 
into conſideration, the variety of pain- 
ful, dangerous, and complicated ſitua- 
tions and diſeaſes in which it affords 
relief: and if we eſtimate, as we ought, 
the high and peculiar importance of the 
ſubjects of this art, from their acknow- 
ledged conſequence to the happineſs of 
mankind," and even to the exiſtence of 
the world; we may ſurely venture to 
aſſert, that midwifery ought tobe con- 
ſidered, not as a ſubordinate, but as one 
een sc 390 e bee nun 
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pains, by its difficulty and dangers, 
from the ſame operation in other ani- 


mals, as a curſe annexed to the fallen 


6 ; IN T R oD'vcTio N. 
of the moſt important parts of daa me. 


Gical art, - 


— nn 


eſſential difference between human par- 


turition, and the ſame operation in every 


other female: it will firſt be neceſſary 
to deſcribe, in what that difference con- 
ſiſts; and then to ſhew, by what means 


it happens, that painful, difficult, dan- 


gerous, and even ſometimes fatal par- 
turition ſhould be the unhappy lot of 
woman only, while all other creatures 
are in a great meaſure, if not altogether, 


exempt from every untoward circum- 
ſtance, which either accompanies or fol- 
| lows the act, and which-eookizater the 
5 miſery of child- bearing. 


If we admit, that human ee 
was diſtinguiſhed by the ſeverity of ita 


nature of man; and that in ſorrow 
« thou ſhalt bring forth children, was 
announced to our firſt parent as a pu- 

niſh- 
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 niſhriovt, which, we are taught, it was 
the intention of the Deity ſhould con+ 
tinue to afflict human nature as long as 
the world endured—It will ſerve: to it- 
luſtrate one particular ſubject of this in- 
troduction, may gratify philofophical 
curioſity, — at leaſt have a beneficial 
tendency®, if not be a matter of much 
practical utility, to enquire. by what 
means peculiar to the human phyſiology, 
this great natural evil has been fo com- 
pleatly effected, and muſt continue to 
be ae, annexed to e 
bod. 
We are a nd Manns; the 
higheſt authority, that God made 
man iy ls "Lan ge} RE c after 
< his own likeneſs.” Expreflions, 
which, if not at all be to exter- 
nal ſhape, yet, as the God of natute 
has been pleaſed in his wiſdom and 
ade to gi gs . ſpecies, 


e Ita quogue naturzrerum pong An} quan- 
vis non faciat medicum, aptiorem tamen eden | 
«© reddit,” ' Cel. Rb. 1. Profi p. 1% 
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a form and poſition of body, differing 
from thoſe of all other animals, they 
muſt be underſtood to convey the moſt 
unequivocal mark of diſtinction and pre 
eminence, over all orders of terreſttial 
beings: and this peculiar form of body, 
the . erectus ad ſidera vultus, ought of 
courſe to be regarded as a tranſcendent 
benefit or bleſſing to human creatures. 
Notwithſtanding which, ſuch is the di- 
vine intention in the œconomy of this 
world, ſuch the imperfect ſtate of every 
ſublunary good, that certain inconve- 
niences, neceſſarily reſult from, or are 
inſeparably attached to, every great ad- 
vantage, or every acknowledged excel - 
lence. Thus the peculiar' poſition of 
the human frame, that ſingular mark 
of pre- eminence, expoſes woman to 
pain and difficulty in natural partu- 
rition, from which the ſubordinate qua- 
druped is almoſt entirely exempted, by 
the horizontal poſition of her body. 
The peculiat advantages of poſitions ſo 
| ditkerent from each other, can no more 
| 1 2 exiſt 


TREO DVC0T HON, » 


exiſt in the ſame creature, than the 
ſtrength of the draft horſe and the 
fleetneſs of the e eee united in 
0 qualities es with drr ez 

and which cannot exiſt together in the 
ſame ſubject, ſo thoſe depend on cĩr- 
cumſtances of ſtructure, or phyſical laws 
: I incompatible and inconſiſtent.” ' 

+ To: underſtand how the ere& poſition 
5 af: body neceſſarily operates, in making 
natural labour in women more painful, 
tedious, and difficult, than in the qua- 
druped, it is ſufficient to obſerve, that 
in ſuch à ſituation, there is the general 
and powerful influence of gravity con- 
ſtantly to counteract; in a eertain degree, 

during the whole period, but in a much 

greater degree, towards the concluſion of 
utero-geſtation ;' for as geſtation advan- 
ces, the ability in the ſoft parts to reſiſt 
the influence of gtavity regularly de- 
creaſes: and thus, if not prevented, pre- 
mature labour would be the inevitable 
d ee ire us „. 7 
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» INTRODUCTION 


„Compleatly to guard agaiaſt ie se- 
eident, which is of the laſt importance 


to the exiſtence of mankind, nature has 
taken peculiar pains, and attended ta a va · 


riety of cireumſtances in the ſtructure of 


the bodies, both of mother and child, 


which while they effectually anſwer the 


pede delivery. The moſt material of 
theſe eee en to 
deſcribe... ene u een e 
Firft hom that ee adde 
cavity in che ſkeloton; called the pelvis, 
through which the fœtus in all animals 
muſt paſs, is ſo placed in the human bo- 


dy, that its axis is very different from 


the; axis ofthe anl. and' of courſe not 
perpendicular to the horizan, nor can 


any-thing therefore paſſing: through it 


_ gravity; at the ſame time, the axis of 


be within the immediate influence of 


the pelvis is very remote from, if not 
directly oppoſite, to the axis both of 


the vagina, and os-externum, through 
which the fetus muſt ultimately paſs. 


Se- 


» 


* 


the fore to the hind part; and that, near« 
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Sandy. Upon the ſame ping 
and with ths ans: view, beben 


both eee eee 


making it wide in one part, narrow in 
another, concave and deep behind. 
ſtraight and ſhallow before, and with 


? ede eee 
4 bs 


 Thirdy. The upper 20 lower er 
ture of the pelvis do not at all correſpond 
in ſhape, and have directly oppoſite dia- 
meters. The ſuperior aperture or brim 
of the pelvis, where the child-coters,/is 


 ovi-form®, with the long diameter ex- 
_ tending from fide to fide.. The inferior 


aperture, through which thechild is to 
paſs out, is ſo irregular as not tu admit 


of a OE or illuſtration, from any 


known form, but is certainly ſhorter 
from one fide to the other, than from 


PIR tho ame be b RO * 2 


92 + Tonly mean 6 haying th different diameters. 
2 5 7 
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5 ger above : thus the two apertures hive 
directly oppoſite diameters: 4&4 6 N. b NF, 
 « Pourthhy. © Purfuing che ſame inten- 
tion, nature has made the volume of the 
child's head ſuch; compared with the | 
cavity of the -pelvis, that it cannot en- 
ter by its own weight, but requires the 
powerful and repeated contractions of the 
uterus and abdominal muſcles, and even 
then, the head muſt be of a particular 
form, and in a particular direction; that 
in the paſſage, both theſe neceſſarily 
undergo a material change from com- 
preſſion, that the ſhape of the head may 
be all through adapted to the cavity of 
1 the pelvis; ; and thus it muſt conſequent - 
v8 come out with eee eee e 
| different direction. r ot 2 240 


0 | | Lay. To add to dus uses ml 
it : ſupport of the gravid uterus duting geſ- 
1 tation, all the ſoft parts concerned in la- 
[| | bour, are of a firm and rigid texture, 
iy dilating at all times with conſiderable; 
is but the firſt time with extreme difficulty, 
1 to ſuch a degree, as to permit the paſſage 
UN 3p of 
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ol the child through them without la- 
ceration, of other injury. It is obvious 
that theſe circumſtances muſt render the 
act of ebila bearing flow, difficult, and 
painful- . $9 7161 Sas been 4 0132 780 
Let us now conſider the peculiaci 
of the quadruped, and chi rain | 
labour. Dar 203901 0 Non 
y the horizontal oofition:ef war had 
of the quadruped, the patjetes of. the 
Fhdomen uhr the gravid uterus dur- 
_ ing geſtation, in whatever ſituation the 
animal may be; the parts concerned in 
Jabour,, cannot, therefare; at any time be 
expoſed to the general inneres of gr 


A to obſerve. ſuch, ſtrict laws,..or 
be attentive; to ſuch minute deviations, 

reſpecting either the \poſition, or capa- 
city of the pelvis, the volume, or form 
of the heed of the fœtus, the fituation, 


or. ſtructure of the foft parts. Therefore 
the, lame, or very nearly ithe lame 
axis is given, to the trunk, the pelvis, 

th raging ant dhe xterm 
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ſctus proportionably ' ſmall,” compared 


with the capacity of che pelvis, ſo that 
VEE TRI through 1 any * 
thing to ſupport, are of «looſe texture, 


eaſily yielding to the firſt preſſure of 
the membranes, or fetus, and of courſe 


2 to delivery. 7 : 
This difference in the — os 


ſoft parts likewiſe ſatisfactorily explains, 
why the laceration of che perinœum, 
which, from inattention, or ignorance 
of the perſon attending, is no uncommon 
accident in human parturition, ſhould 


never happen to quadrupeds; a circum- 
ſtance which has been confidered by ſome 


as a ſtrong proof of the ſuperiority of the 


powers of unafliſted nature, ven bert n 


care and exertions of art. | 
By this ſketch of human 5 ange 


itive parturition, it is evident, why the 


ſame operation under the moſt favourable 


in 


 INT/K'O/D/UCTION;, as 


in women be attended with much more 
pain, difficulty, and delay, than in any 
other creature. It remains now to be ex- 
plained, why laborious parturition never 
did, or can occur: to the quadruped. 
It ie well known, that the great and 
genuine cauſe of difficult and laborious 
births, is the deformity of the pelvis, or 
the diſproportion of its cavity to the vo- 
jume of the child's head, and that this 
deformity is eauſed by a diſeaſe peculiar 
to the human ſpeciet, called in infancy 
the Rachitis, and in the adult ſtate the 
Mollities offium ; in both which cafes, 
chere is ſuch a dehrSency of earthy. mat- 
ter in un Teeleton; ar te weer the bones 


cles. In ihe infant dileate the ſecre- 
tion and lodgment of the earthy matter 
| having. never been effected, the forma- 
tion af the bones is incompleat; in the 
adult ſtate, although the proceſs has 

| been, accompliſhed and the ſkeleton. beer 
N fotmed, yet where firſt a ſolu 
tion, 
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tion, and afterwards an abſorption of this 
matter takes place, and it is cbnveyed 
by the urinary paſſage out of the body; 
and the bones in conſequence loſe their 
firmneſs and ſtability; in either caſe the 
effect is the fame, and if the diſeaſe is 
general, to which there may be: ſome, 
but I believe very tare exceptions, thoſe 
bones muſt ſuffer moſt, and firſt, which 
ſupport the greateſt weight, or are moſt 
expoſed to muſcular. action. Now the 
— * the buman. ſkeletop,, or Angle 

ner, which: ſuſtains the I greateſt 
weight, i is the baſis, of the os Jacrum, at 
its union with the laſt Iumbar vertebra, 
for whether the body be walkipg/ fand: 
ing, or, fitting, this 5 part forms the baſe 
of the column, and, mult; firſt give Way, 
i, . ſuperincumbent weight and preſs 


12 24 Yo J bel bog. not 
| . 1 iy ble bone, becauſe the whole pelvis is en- 
gaged in the ſupport of the trunk ; and my friend, Dr. 
Denman, has very ingeniouſly deſcribed itas a double 
arch, admirably contrived by nature to ſupport the 
ſuperincumbent weight, and to give peculiar ſtrength to 
the human frame. 155 introdu@ion to the practice of 
nn. b. 29. ene WA 9 27 b 
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flute be too great fot the column to'ſuſ- 
tain. This aſſertion. is fully confirmed 
by anatomical obſervation. For, infl- 
nitely the greater proportion of, deform- 
ed pelviſes are found, if not only, 
always moſt contracted at this part; an 
inconteſtible proof, that it firſt gives 
way, or is moſt under the influence of 
this diſeaſe, and when once affected, is 
with greater IRE: reſtored. bo its 
regs fate, - 
The Rachidis or mollitios alien S 
Gt my obſervation extends, is a dif- 
| eaſe; peculiar to, the human body, to 
which quadrupeds, under-no;;circum- 
ſtances, are ever, ſubject; however, if 
they were, as from the horizontal poſi- 
tion of their bodies, the pelvis ſuſtains 
little or no weight, ſo is that a part of 
their ſkeleton, which cannot be at all 
expoſed to the influence of this diſcaſe. 
Hence, as chere is no ſuch thing as a 
deformed pelvis among quadrupeds, io 
you never can happen to them any of 
Ke! C thoſe 
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"thoſe difficulties or dangers, which, de- 


pending on deformity, conſtitute labo- 
rious parturition, to an almoſt endleſs 
enge 'of degrees in the coop 5, on 


cies. 2 | 


chen this A it cis i 8 | 


vious to every reader, that unleſs in the 


end or effect, ſearce any analogy can 
with propriety be ſaid to exiſt. in an 
operation, ſo widely differing as parturi- 
tion does, in pane? of the moſt effential 
circumſtances. The opinions there- 
fore, which have been haſtily adopted, 
and the concluſions, which have been 


ignorantly or inconſiderately dran from 


this ſuppoſed- analogy,” muſt 1 to 

a abſolutely unwartantable. 
I cannot here refrain from bid 
wie may perhaps appear too obvious to 
require notice; that as the rickets is 
a diſeaſe very common in infancy, ſo 
the pelvis is very eatly, and frequently 
deformed; and for the reaſons ſtated 
above, long before the ſpine, or any 
— other 


/ 


„ TY ed. 


Pa Hp of #4 3 is aa, or 
| apparently affected. I believe, that 
when once the pelyis i is much deranged, 
it is very rarely, and with great diffi- 
ES again reſtored to its perfect form, 
and ſize; which i 18 confirmed by. fre- 
| vent obſervation of women, who, are 
4] oth tall | in ſtatute, and well formed it in 
t e ſpine, and yet have the. pelvis much 
; ;contradted at its upper aperture. As it 
is of the firſt. conſequence, ſoit requires 
CTEES Sf 
our carlieſt and beſt endeavours, in fe- 
male children, to check the prog reſs of 
this, diſeaſe, | before the « deformity be 


conſiderable, and 1 — before it arrive 


at. ſuch a 9 18885 25 to threaten that | 
ſpecies 5 diff iculty.i in delive b "which 


: 0 bay 1 of the 1 1 75 125 . 3 


hon the 


ein, 


— ef al Aged, in n laborious partu- 

rition, and to apply, in proper time, the 

means of art, beſt adapted to give relief in 
a e with lafery both to mother, and 
linen en O. 2 1 1 op child, 
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child, where the circu imſtancei of this 
caſe admit; but with an invatiable 


ference to the mother, Where the lafety 


of both is incompatible, conſtitutes, the 
moſt important branch of the practice 


of midwifery. The life of the child, 
and the affe Y, | health, and future com- 


fort of the mother, very much, if not 
altogether depend in ſuch caſes, en the 
Kal, and attention of the operator, and 
the timely application of his art; his 
profeſſional conduct therefore, i is moſt 


intimately connected with the intereſts 


of bumanity,, mg the der rs of e 


. Fommynity, 
3 4 cannot Gerster s i think, von- 
"inde: this introduction more aptly, | 
than by Tecommending to the ſerious 
conſideration of my young teaders, Cel- 
ſus's deſctiption of the extreme diffi- 
 culty and danger attending that degree 
of laborious parturition, which is the 
ſubject of the following eflay, but par- 
ticularly his conciſe deſcription of thoſe 
qualities in the operator, eſſentially re- 
quired 


INTRODUCTION. ar 
quired to obviate the one, and prevent 
4 the other. | ; 

„ ous NUMERARI INTER DIEFICILLIMAS ro- 
% TEST, NAM ET SUMMAM PRUDENTIAM, MODE=- 
© RATIONEMQUE DESIDERAT, ET MAXIMUM PERI- 
* CULUM AFFERT.,” Celſ. lib, vii. cap. 2g. 
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I LABORIOUS PARTURITION.. 
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SECTION 1 


Y the general term of dee 
parturition, we mean the protrae- 
tion of à natural labour mueh beyond 
the uſual period, which is always at- 
tended with great dificely; a and ſome 
times with danger. 6 
1 have already in the inte uso, 5 
endeavoured to explain why the volume 
Mn C 4 | of 
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exact proportion to the capacity of the 


pelvis, as that it can never enter, and paſs 


through that cavity, without conſiderable 
pain, and ſome difficulty, and if by any 


means, that due relation' is mterrupt- 


ed, delay and danger muſt attend par- 


turition to an endleſs variety of degrees. 
To prevent, or remedy the preſent 

inconveniences, or future conſequences, 

ariſing from the inferior degrees of 


fetus, it is well known, 1s incompleat- 


1y offified at birth; nature having with 


admirable wiſdom, by means of ſu- 


tures and fontanelles, ſo conſtructed 


it, that in the paffage through the 
pelvis, it may ſuffer-the form to be al- 


tered, and the volume to be conſiderably 
diminiſhed, without ſuch injury to its 
contents, as ſhall neceſſarily deſtroy life. 
Vet as there is one volume, beyond 
which the fœtal head cannot ſuffer com— 


preſſion with ſafety, ſo there is another 
and ſtill ſmaller volume, into which it 
5 
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cunnot be compreſſed at all, unleſs it be 
firſt opened, the contents diſcharged, 
and the e ep 

mitted to collapſe. 5 

_ Whenever the Py Pi fo diſtorted i in 
its form, and ſo contracted in its capa- 
city, as not to permit the head of the 
child to paſs unopened, it conſtitutes 


that degree of laborious parturition, 


which. is the particular ſubject of this 
eſſay. | Paſſing by then the inferior de- 
grees of difficulty, where either in the 
firſt inſtance, the powers of nature, 
though ſlowly, and with great and con- 
tinued exertions, are yet ultimately 
equal to the accompliſhment of the 
delivery; and the next degree deſcribed 
by ſyſtematic writers, as requiring the 
afſſiſtance of the forceps, or vectis; by 
which the life of the child is capable of 
being preſerved; I will endeavour to 
aſcertain as accurately as the nature of 
the caſe renders practicable, Reb 

- Firſl, What are the abſolute dn. 
bons of the 1 3 which in all caſes 
muſt 


” wr 88A y” o 


muſt inevitably! require the head of the 
child to be opened, and its volume 
to be leſſened; or where, either the Cæ- 
ſarian operation, or the diviſion of the 
ſymphyſis pubis muſt be performed. 
». Secondly, I will endeavour to aſcertain 
with the ſame degree of accuracy, 
founded upon principle, determinable g 
by menſuration, and confirmed by a 
well known caſe, what are the ſmalleſt 
dimenſions of the pelvis through which 


a child can be extracted with a crotchet, 


when the head is thus opened, the con- 
tents diſcharged, and . bones col- 
Nr . 
The firſt, with a view to ) induce an 
early commencement of this operation 
when neceffary ; for upon that altoge- 
ther depends the facility, and in a 
great degree, even the TY of the ſub- 
: e delivery. 
The ſecond; with the intention of 
preventing the unneceſſary performance 
of the CERT ng but moſt eſ- 


3 


. * 
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pecially, and in all caſes, to prevent the 
diviſion of the ſymphyſis pubis. 
Though we can readily determine by 
the introduction of the fingers into the 


vagina, what are the abſolute dimenſions 


of the pelvis, yet the relation between 


theſe dimenſions and the volume of the 


child's head, is not determinable with _ 
geometrical preciſion; as there is a con- 


ſiderable variety in the ſize of the hu- 
man foetus, and it is impoſſible to know 


the exact ſize of any head while it re- 


mains in the uterus. Further; one head 


may perhaps, by its original conſtruction, 


be able to bear compreſſion better, or 


with leſs injury to the contents, than 

another head: various other circumſtan- 
ces too, which cannot be known, pro- 
bably ſometimes make à conſiderable 
difference; at leaſt it is an undoubted 
fact, confirmed by daily obſervation, 


that ſome children come alive into the 


world, while others are ſtill · born, and yet 


the circumſtances of the labour, and as 


far as we are "able to oJudge, th ſtructure 


both 


in 
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determine the one, or direct the other d. 


. cee smellie, Levret, Saxtorph, 9 xc. 


1 2 
a 2 by 5 


both 2 al and-ehila,' hal wn. 
rently the ſame. i 
© . /Notwithſtanding- all thels: tees” 
notwithſtanding. the utter impoſſbili- 
ty of arriving at abſolute preciſion; 
yet, we are certainly in paſſeſſion of 
the means of determining, with every 
degree of exactneſs neceſſary to direct 
our future practice, in the fafeſt and 
beſt manner. Theſe means may be 
reduced to one point, determinable by 
menſuration, which is the more neceſ- 
ſary, as I know. of no author, even 
men the lateſt and beſt writers on this 
ſubject, who has yet done it with ſufi- 
cient accuracy and deciſion. All their 
„„ concerning the dimenſions 
of the pelvis, and the conſequent Pprac- 
tice, are ſo vague, that they leave each 
reader to his own interpretation, either to 


The weight of a new- born child, 
at full time, varies from rather leſs 
than ſix, to ted, and even at other 


times 


2 x 
* : 
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0 1 e teelve pounds; the fire of the 
firſt be g ſmall, of che laſt unuſually 
karge T. "The head of the chlid, the 


only part we are intereſted about on this 


vccali6n, of courſe varies" in equal pro- 
portion. By innumerable epefiments 
accurately” made, and 1 Khow, Faithfolly 


related,” becaufe repeated dy myfelf, he 


ſmall diameter of à child child's head 


that which paſſes from one parietal bone 


to the other, meafures at birth, from 


dee küche and a half, to npwards of 


four inches: One" may therefore” ven- 
ture to pronounce, that the fetal head, 
at full maturity, cannot bear com preſſion 


to a volume much ſmaller than three in- 


ches, from one parietal bone to the other, 
conſiſtently with ſafet to che child's fe, 
Through à pelvis,” which bas its cavity 
naturally ſo contracted, or which is by 
diſeaſe fo pee Nerd in any part; 1s that 


1 as i 3 21 8317 * 7 


+4 eee 1 Differe. 


2 Temporum, in Graviditate & pry æſtimatione. 
Auctore J. F. G. Dieta. 
. Eu Windius, Cumper 
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the bages approach much neaxer to ach 
other khan three inches, it is utterly 
_ impoſſible for à liying child, at full 
maturity, by any means to paſs f.. 
To be preciſe, whenever a woman 


* 


oe . — nn; . 7 
* 


. ' 


falls into labour, the ſmall diameter of 
hoſe pelvis meaſures only two inches 


and three quarters; one or other of 
the Following circumſtances. malt take 
ae e ono: roo ee 1 
Nil, The child's head muſt 5 

ed, and the contents diſcharged, that 


4 . 7 
LES 
4 9 


the bones may be permitted to collapſe; 
and the volume being thus diminiſhed, 
it may afterwards be nd A the 
erotehet ae Dee A n 

... Second} „, For the certain — 


Semi of the. child's life, the mother muſt 


be doomed to inevitable deſtruction, by 

the Czfarian operation. Or, 
11. Birdy, As a mean between the two 

gs ih the mother muſt ſubmit to 


the ſection ot -divifion of the nee 


+ 1 Stein, Bavdelogue 59 
pubis; 


. 
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pubis; an operation certainly leſs dan- 
gerous to the parent, than the Cæſarian 
ſection, but at the ſame oy” _—_y 
leſs ſafe for the child. Or, 


557 
42 
0 


Laſtly, If none of 1 means will 
be permitted, the wretched mother, 
abandoned by art, to the excruciating 
and unavailing anguiſh of labour, will 
probably expire undelivered. An event, 
which, however extraordinary it may 
appear to us, in the improved ſtate of 

midwifery in this country, happened 
very lately to the wife of the heir ap- 
parent of the Wie de in the 


* orld“. : | 


Deplorable as all theſe las 
we are compelled by neceſſity, in this 
caſe, to make our election of one or 
other of them. Such are the diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, and 40: W "WP 
muſt ſubmit. 5 
Which of theſe optritione is bed 
entitled to our preference, when one of 


- The Grand Ducheſs of Ruſſia, x 
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ſtmem muſt be performed, T ſhall now en- 
* _- deavourto determine: with no other view, 
but the heartieſt and beſt intention to 
mote the intereſt of humanity; by 
Ban that the fatal Cæſgarian opera- 
tion has in general heretofore, been moſt 
unneceſſarily performed, and by prov- 
ing, that it may, almoſt always in fu- 
ture be prevented: but particularly, 
by demonſtrating the inconveniences 
and dangers attending it, endeavour to 
reſcue my country- women from a new, 
precarious, and I think, prepoſterous 
operation, which, originating in France, 
has unhappily extended over * the 
continent of Europe. 

In this calamitous Stabs- 3 
the moſt miſerable for the unhappy in- 
dividua}, to which ſhe can be expoſed 
in this world fo full of evils; we are re- 
duced to ſubmit to that neceffity, which 
every now and then occurs in all affairs 
of this ſublunary world, which ſuper- 
ſedes all other conſiderations, is irreſiſt- 
able in its influence, and which, on this 

o- 
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caſion compelb the phyſician to commit | 
an act the moſt repugnant to human na- 
: ture, while it fubjects the wretched pa- 

tient to the extreme of human miſery. 
a "In this unhappy lemma, where the 
where one being muſt be ſacrificed to thi 
preſervation of the other; where eithet 
the mother or the child muſt be deſtrqy- 
ed, or both together be expoſed to the ex- 
tremeſt danger: to direct our conduct to 
the ſafety of the mother, as the firſt ob- 
je&; and to leſſen the painful teſs of our 
_ own feelings, ariſing from A. neceſſary 
call of duty, againſt which our very na- 
ture revolts—T. will endeavour to make 
a fair eſtimate between' the ſituation of 
the child in utero, and the unhappy 
parent; by comparing the value of 
life to the mother and to the child, and 
the value of each to ſociety; by compar- 
ing the loſs they muſt each ſuſtain by 
death, and the ſufferings each muſt ne- 
ceſſarily incur from the violence inevit- 
ably preceding it. * 55 
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By this enquiry, I truſt, it will evi= 
| Fate appear that the loſs of the prin- 


ciple of life to the child in utero, com- 
pared with the deprivation of actual life 
and the attendant miſery. to the mother, 
is 0 incomparably ſmall on the compa- 
riſon, that it is diminiſhed almoſt to no- 
thing, and affords the moſt irrefragable 
argument in favour of the delivery by 
the crotchet i in preference. to either of the 
other methods. | . 
Whatever reaſoning is intended to have 
this effect, cannot be unacceptable either | 
to the phyſician or the patient, as tending 
to reconcile him to the moſt painful pro- 
feſſional duty, and tending to ſupport 
and conſole her, in the moſt afflicting fi- 
tuation of life. For this purpoſe, I beg 
leave to ſubmit the following conſidera- 


tions, to the ſerious attention of my rea- 
: ders. „ 
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(HAT this life w was ieee — the. 
+ Deity, as a bleſſing, and that in 
general it proves ſuch to the poſſeſſor, 
cannot be denied, without arraigning one 
of his firſt attributes, and violating the 
general ſentiment of mank ind 
Viet ſo precarious and unſtable. are- the 
comforts of this world, that philoſophers 5 
in all ages, and in all countries, have, from 
obſervation expreſſed their doubt, he- 
cher life at any period, may be reaſonably 
expected to prove a future bleſſing to the 
poſſeſſor; and particularly, one of the 
wiſeſt, moſt enlightened, and celebrated 
characters of antiquityhas declared, that no 
human creature can determine, utrum . 
«© yivere an mori ſit melius, dii immortales 
r.. N ſciunt, 
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6 ſciunt, hominem quidem ſcire klin | 


% neminem*.” 
If this be a true and correct EF of 
life, if its enjoyments and miſeries are 


ſo blended together, that with all the 


relations and accompanying pleaſures,- 


which though not pure, make up the 
ſum of human felicity ; it remains to be 
determined, whether it be better at any 


time to live, or die; ſurely the deſtruc- 


tion of the living principle before birth, 

the mere prevention of exiſtence, or the 
deprivation only of a poſſibility of life, 
ought to be conſidered as a | tots.” inex- 


preſibly trivial. 


A being in the uterine Rate of Er 
Neues ſuſtains no immediate loſs by 
the deprivation of the living principle, 
and can ſcarcely be ſaid to incur any 
other poſitive injury. Before the opera- 
tion, the child in utero cannot ſuffer 


mental anxiety, or apprehenſion from 
| the W ngen we gael nor does it 


} 4a 


1 Cicero. I. Tuſcul. Gus. 1 „ 


morte. 
| | feel, 


F 
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feel, 1 am perſuaded, the ſmalleſt bo- 

dily pain in the actual commiſſion even 

of ſuch violence. Though it be not 

; ph true, as Shakeſpeare "ſays, _ 
138 The fenle of death i is moſt i in apprehenſion” * 


* though! it be ill leſs true, as he FO ore 
wards finely and emphatically expreſles 
himſelf, in the following * 


The wearieſt and moſt loathed 15 hdd 
* Ke That ages ach, Penury, and u 
ec Can lay on nature, is a paradiſe 


i Ry > Emre See. Ply 
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yet it is certainly. from that apprebon- 
cumſtances of miſery, which uſually 
precede and accompany the act of dying, 
that . death itſelf can be conſidered as 
the greateſt, of human evils—and from 
every one of thoſe, the child in utero 
is entirely exempft. $1.6 att nom 
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liatity of a living child in utero, 4b 
 didinguiſhing it from a. dead one, n if 
children before birth, actually poſſeſſed 
the properties of life, and were ſuſcep- 
tihle of the ſame impreſſions from ex- 
ternal violence; inſomuch, that it is 
not eaſy to perſuade ourſelves,” or by 
A any arguments perſuade others, to en- 
1 tertain +a contrary opinion. Thus the 
adde of cruelty to beings in ſo help- 
* leſs 4 fituation is highly aggravated, 
1 and makes even a deeper impreſſion 
1 upon our feelings, than perhaps the 
ſame treatment after birth, when the 
ſufferings would be real and extreme. 
Thus, The Petition of the unborn 
Babes” was the quaint title of a popu- 
lar pamphlet, publiſhed ſome years ago 
by an ingenious phyſician, who had 
taken up moſt unjuſt, and therefore 
moſt inexcuſable prejudices aguinſt the 
art of midwifery; and who endeavoured 
to fix on it an indelible ſtain of barba- 
rity, by making the unborn children pa- 
nn + * the ſeverity, and 
** 0 | cruelty 
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eruelth of their treatment: by that 
means the author hoped, compleatly to 
ruin it in the opinion of the world; as 
jf any motives could poſſibly urge the 
practitioners of midwifery, to commit c 
wanton aQs of bed e es an " unborn. 
e 5 
But as children before birth are in- 
capable of mental apprehenſion, ſo it i is 
as undoubtedly true, that they are not 
yet arrived at, or in poſſeſſion of bodily 
ſenſation, and cannot therefore ſuffer 
pain, or become objects of cruelty. 
© That they cannot ſuffer from mental 
apprehenſion i is notorious to general ob- 
ſervation. Even years elapſe after birth, 
before the mind is ſuſceptible of fear, 
or apprehenſive of danger. But though 
it is generally acknowledged, that bo- 
dily ſenſation is very imperfect and ob- 
ſcure before birth, it may require ſome” 
convincing proof that it does not exiſt 
at all in that ſtate, before it will be. 
univerſally allowed. A ſtrong preſump- - | 
tion that ſuch however is the ſtate of 5 
py D 4 ; the 
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the- caſe ariſes from this 1 
that although children do often die in 
utero, yet the mother never can diſ- 


cover by her feelings when death takes 


place there. The diſeaſe of which the 
child dies, and the act of dying, are 
equally unknown, and unnoticed by her. 
The ceſſation of the accuſtomed motion, 
is the firſt, and for ſome time, the only 
difference obſervable by the mother, be- 
tween the lite and death of the child in 
utero. _ 

Diſeaſes at any. period, attack 
the human body poſſeſſing ſenſation, 


with ſufficient force to deſtroy life, are 


in general attended with ſuch a degree 
of pain, as to excite extraordinary mo- 
tion, and ſome ſtruggle ; at leaſt in ar- 
ticulo mortis. It is highly improba- 
ble, that theſe ſhould take place in the 
uterus, and the mother be inſenſible of 
their effect. It may, however, be bare- 
ly poffible, that the only diſeaſes of 


which the unborn child is ſuſceptible, Of: 


are not of the painful kind, Gradual 
28 | de- 


' LABORIOUS PARTURITION. 4x | 
debility, it may perhaps be ſaid; is the 
only effect of | thoſe means, which na- 
ture uſes, to deſtroy the principle of life 
in utero, and ſuch a aeg de = 5 
imperceptible to the mother 

This conjecture therefore, may not be 
ae as ſufficient evidence, however 
preſumable, that the child is not yet ar- 
rived at bodily ſenſation, before birth 
takes place. But the following obſerva · 
tion I think, muſt be eſteemed inconteſti- 
ble evidence of the truth of the aſſertion. 
When we are compelled by dreadful 

neceſſity, to open the child's head while 
we know it is yet living in utero, that ope- 
ration requires ſuch extreme and painful 
violence, that, were the child endowed 
with the ſlighteſt ſenſation, he muſt of 
neceſſity feel it; and his feeling muſt 
neceſſarily be accompanied with ſuch 
ſtruggles and exertions, as would be 
emphatically expreſſive of pain, and 
muſt be readily perceived by the mo- 


ther, in a part ſo ſenſible, and irritable 
* the uterus. 
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V pon accurate and repeated enquiry in 
ſeveral ſuch caſes, I could never learn, 
that the mother was ſenſible of any 


ſuch alteration in the motion of the 


child, even at the commencement of 
the operation, when the violence offer- 


ed to it firſt takes place, and muſt 


be moſt painful. We are therefore, 


J think, warranted in the concluſion, 
that no ſenſation whatever does exiſt 
at that time; and that no cruelty, or 
barbarity, can be ſaid to be committed 
upon being WY without feel- 
ing. Bt 

Having bored. chat dhe loſs b which 
the child ſuſtains by the deprivation of 
the principle of life, is ſo extremely 
ſmall as almoſt to vaniſh to nothing, 
and that its bodily ſufferings in the act 
of deprivation are abſolutely none; it 


becomes proper, next to enquire, what 


is the value of an unborn child to its 
parents, and to the community. . 

Before the birth of the child, pa- 
rental affection has not taken place, 
| | which, 


1 , 'LABORIOUS PARTURI URITION. 43 
which, for the wiſeſt and beſt pur- 


poſes is one of the ſtrongeſt, the moſt 


univerſal, and perhaps the moſt uncon- 
troulable paſſions of the female breaſt; 
often changing, even in the ſubordi- 
nate parts of the creation, the very na- 
ture of a timid mother, into that of 
a ferocious. animal. Diſappointment 
of expected pleaſure only, not the loſs 
of an object of this powerful paſſion, 
or the loſs of any actual enjoyment, 
is the ſacrifice, the unhappy n makes 
on this occaſion. ' | 
Had parental affection eee 
at the time of conception, or when the 
embryo is firſt formed; and had it con- 
tinued | increaſing” during geſtation, as 
the fetus advanced in growth; by the 
time of birth, the paſſion would have 
been mature, and its influence moſt 
powerful, and the mother's other ſuf- 
ferings would have been greatly aggra- 
vated by the loſs of a beloved child. 
But as ſuch a paſſion could be directed 
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to no uſeful purpoſe; during We el 
tence of the child in the uterus, na- 
ture, 'who never perform works of 
ſupererogation, either in the phyſical or 
moral world, has not yet kindled it in 
the mother's breaſt: It begins only 
with birth; and parents in general may, 
I think, be literally faid' to ſuffer no- 
ung by the loſs of an unborn child. 
Ina the caſe of wealthy and noble fa- 
Ales this loſs is. in particular in- 
ſtances acutely felt, but the ſenſation is 
not ſo truly parental as We may ſup- 
poſe. It is not ſo much the loſs of a 
child, which they regret, as the want 
of an heir and repreſentative; if ſorrow 
be blended with hm Trans the 
latter ſtill predomĩinates. 
To ſociety likewiſe, the loſs of any 
individual child, muſt be exceedingly 
ſmall, when it is known by daily ob- 
ſervation, what great numbers of chil- 
dren are ſtill- born, or die without ſuch 
violence before birth; when it is like- 
wiſe 
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.' wife known, how very precarious. is 
the chance of a child's living two years: 
but how. moſt of all precarious, is its 
arrival at that period of life, when 
it can be of any ſervice to his fellow 
creatures, or even participate itſelf in 
the enjoyments of the world. 1 
In eſtimating the value of the life of the 
unborn child at ſo low; a rate, I cf ears 
neftly.requeſt, that the medical reader will 
never loſe fight, that it is only in compa- 
riſon with the mother, ot when the child's 
life is put in competition with her ſafety, 
that any arguments on this ſcore are en- 
titled to the ſmalleſt weight. It is for 
the preſeryation of the mother's life only, 
that we. can. juſtify the practice here 
recommended and infiſted on. 57 
- But when that object is to be Seal 
and by dire neceſſity can be gained by 
no mildet means, it requires only a very 
ſhort comparative deſcription of the mo- 
ther's fituation, ' with the preceding ac- 
count of the child, to demonſtrate the pre- 
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8 due to her ſafety. While the 
unborn child ſuffers neither in body or 

mind, as has been proved above, from the 
violence which deſtroys his exiſtence in 
utero— the unhappy mother's ſufferings 
to ſpare and preſerve that child, muſt be 
extreme in both—dreadfulevenin appre- 
henſion to a timid woman, whoſe imagin- 
ation is ever active in anticipating evil, but 
moſt dreadful in the immediate and actual 
ſufferance, either from the Cæſarian ſec- 
tion, or the diviſion of the ſymphyſts; 
then; after either of theſe tremendous 
operations, a train of grievous ſymptoms 
follow, which precede death infallibly 
in one caſe, and too often in the other. 
While the loſs of the unborn child too, 
as juſt deſcribed, is extremely ſmall to 
itſelf, to its parents, and to the commus- 
nity; the mother, being probably con- 
nected by all the deareſt relations, as 
friend and daughter, ſiſter and wife; 
her death muſt to ſociety at large be 
a n, and to many individuals 
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probebly an irreparable loſs. With 
theſe circumſtances in our view, the 
loſs of an unborn child becomes fo in- 
conſiderable, as almoſt to exclude 8 | 
poſſibility of compariſon. - 9 
This comparative eſtimate of the.» yas. 
lue of the two lives, and the practice 
recommended in conſequence, receives 
likewiſe the ſtrongeſt confirmation and 
ſanction, from popular opinion and ſen- 
timent; which in this caſe ought to 
direct our conduct, becauſe from them 
there lies no appeal. It is the intereſts 
of mankind at large we are ſolicitous 
to promote; it is their feelings alone 
we are anxious to gratify, Inſtead there- 
fore of thoſe opprobrious epithets ap- 
plied by ignorant or intereſted perſons 
to this practice, infinite credit, in my 
opinion, is due to the practitioners of 
midwifery, for their fortitude in this 
trying fituation ; a ſituation, which of 
all others, requires the firmeſt reſolu- 
tion to act; for the action we are by 
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"FT HAVE been induced in the pre- 

ceding ſection, to dwell the longer 
on this part of my ſubject, becauſe, 
though I am aware that the practice 
inſiſted on, is common in this coun- 
try, yet it has always been avowed with 
reluctance, and performed with heſita- 
tion; and therefore, I am convinced, 
it has been in many inſtances moſt un- 
meaningly, and what is infinitely worſe, 
moſt injuriouſly delayed. 

The ancient authors deſcribe it as only 
to take place when the child is already 
dead in utero z and all the lateſt foreign. 
writers concur with the ancients, and 
to intimidate the pra@itioner, brand it 
with the moſt opprobrious, and even 
criminal epithets“, and recommend in 
3 


* See Crantz, Weidmann, | c. one calling it 
Homicidium ; another, Facinus nefangiim, &c. But 
a late writer in our own country has ventured a ſtep 
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preference, during the life of the child, 
every other method however dangerous 
to the mother. Even in the preſent 
practice of this country, to ſoothe our 
feelings, we always wiſh to perſuade our - 
ſelves that the child is actually dead, be- 
fore we attempt to leſſen the head, and de- 
liver with the crotchet. This conduct is 
founded on aſtrong natural ſentiment, and 
Is in the firſt effect, innocent, and there- 
fore excuſable; but in hope and expecta- 
tion, that the child may die before it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to perform this ope- 
ration, we are often induced, I am afraid, 
to wait much longer than is conſiſtent. 
with the mother's ſafety; and then, 
ſhockingly to humanity, and diſgrace- 
fully to the profeſſion, both parent and 
child, are involved in one common death. 
I have been much miſinformed, if 
upon this ground, and to gratify the 
ſcrupulous feelings, or miſtaken prin- 


further; I truſt however, without being aware of the 
force of the Engliſh word, for ſpeaking on this . 
+ ſubje&, he ſays, by the horrid, (and 'tis to be 
*« feared, ſometimes murderous) expedient,” &c. 
See Aitkin's Elements of Surgery, p. 389. 
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_ viples, of otherwiſe able, and worthy men, 
many valuable women have not. loſt 
their lives in this country, and even in 
ieee 


Profeſſional duty ought to be ſuperior. 
to all our feelings, whenever they in- 


terfere with each other. Neceſſity, 


(nay, even honeſty!) in this caſe, will 


not admit the practitioner to indulge 


himſelf in thoſe feelings moſt grateful, 
becauſe moſt flattering to the human heart; 


they muſt be ſacrificed to his duty, or he 
is moſt unfit for his profeſſion: . and 

whatever his general knowledge and ſkill 
may be, his practice in this caſe, will 
often be fatal to his patient, and of 
courſe highly injurious to ſociety. - 


. IT am convinced, that this is not the 


only part of the common practice of 


midwifery, - in this country, where we 
have been long and much to blame, by 
delaying the operative delivery, whe- 


ther manual, or. inſtrumental, when 


neeaful, too, late. An opinion has 
been taught, from great authority, 
E2 » which 
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Which has of late pretty univerſally prev. | 


vailed throughout this country, that 


nature is all- powerful in parturition; 
that there is no putting limits to, or 


circumſcribing her abilities; and that 
the interference of art, while thoſe abi- 
lities are in vigour, is in all caſes inju- 
dicious, and dangerous. 


This opinion, has probably in part 


ariſen, from that miſtaken analogy in 
parturition, the influence of which I 
have endeavoured to obviate in the in- 
troduction to this eſſay; partly from 
natural timidity of diſpoſition, from 
indeciſion, and from indolence or re- 


Iuctance of action; but chiefly I be- 
lieve, from early and deep impreſſions 


of the miſchievous effects of raſhneſs, 
without ſufficiently adverting to the dan- 
gerous conſequenges of procraſtination. 
Wherever, or however this opinion may 


have originated, it has been extended, as 


obſerved· above, to a moſt blamable de- 


gree ; for though as a general poſition, 
it is incontrovertibly true, yet it has 
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o many exceptions, and is in ſo many 
inſtances falſe in fact, and fatal in con- 


ſequence, by preventing in critical ſitu- 


ations; the timely recourſe to art, that 
its influence ought. to be corrected, or 
reſtrained, and its application 0 gebs 
| tice very cautiouſly adopted. | 
I hope it may be permitted in itluſ+ 
intim, to make a further digreſſion, 
and requeſt the attention of my readers 
to the following obvious circumſtance, 
No poſition in practical midwifery is 
more uniyerſally true, than that the 
powers of nature, are equal to the ex · 
pulſion of the placenta; and that in 
common it may, with perfect ſafety; be 
truſted to the operation of thoſe powers; 
yet the extenſion of that poſition to ge- 
neral practice has, in innumerable in- 
ſtances, produced the moſt dangerous, 
and in ſeveral recent caſes, the moſt fa- 
tal conſequences. And here I will ven- 
ture to appeal for confirmation, bath af 
the effects of the general doctrine, and 
a the | ont illuſtration, to many of 
5 E 3 | the 
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che moſt reſpectable and experienced 


nenn in this eie, 4 
In that preciſe degree of laborious par- 
turition, which is the ſubject of this diſ- 
ſertation; to check, or prevent the dan- 
gerous operation of an opinion or prin- 
ciples, ſo conformable to our obſervation 
of the admirable wiſdom of nature, in 
all her other works; and ſo agreeable to 
our own inclination, and which are 
therefore ſo apt to impoſe upon our 
judgement; I will beg leave to revert 
to the conſideration of the firſt practical 
poſition in this eſſay, viz. * the inevi- 
« table neceſſity of leſſening the vo- 
c lume of the child's head, in certain 
« dimenſions of the pelvis“, with a 
% view to induce and urge an early 
«. commencement! of the operation” 
for upon the timely performance of the 
firſt ſtage of. this buſineſs, in a great 
degree, depend the facility, ſafety, and 


Om of the ee RY ; _ 
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* Seo page 26. 1 
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delaying the commencement too long, 


is therefore in fact to deprive it of all 
future benefit, or at leaſt to render that 
ſucceſs precarious, which wague other- 
wiſe have been infallible. 


When once the e of this 


practice is eſtabliſhed, by the acknow- 
ledged dimenſions of the pelvis, as pre- 
_ ciſely aſcertained in a former part of 
this eſſay +; then, in all the different 
degrees of deformity abſolutely: requir- 
ing the child's head to be leſſened, 


great inconveniences, without a poſſi- 


bility of benefit, may happen from 
procraſtination, while infinite advan- 
tages will enſue from the . com- 
mencement of the operation. 

Thus for example, if be gloſs 


meaſures two inches and upwards, to 


leſs than three inches, from pubis to ſa- 
crum, and the head be opened in the 
beginning of labour, and the cerebrum 


I 3 by the e of the | 
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bones, the volume of the head will be fo 


much reduced, as in all probability to ad- 


mit in time, of being forced into the pel - 
vis by the powers of nature; by which 
means the application of the crothet 
may perhaps, be altogether avoided; at 
leaſt, the danger attending the uſe of 
that inſtrument, while the head lies re- 
motely above the brim, will certainly 
be prevented. A cireumſtance, of great 
conſequence towards infallibly inſuring 


che perfect ſafety of the patient in this 


operation. But if the pelvis is ſo con- 
tracted, as only to meaſure from one 
inch and a half, to rather more than two 
inches; there can be no reaſonable ex- 
pectation, or even poſſibility, that the 
head of a child at full maturity ſhould, 
by the pains of labour, be forced into 
the pelvis without the aſſiſtance of the 


crotchet: notwithſtanding which, great 


advantages will be gained by the early 
opening of the head, for putrefaction 
will be ſooner, and more complete, the 
child's body of courſe will become ſof- 
| ter 
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ter and more compreſſible, the union 
of the bones will be much looſened, 
and the ſubſequent extraction will be 
infinitely eaſier to the operator, and pro- 
portionably ſafer for the patient. Thus 
in all poſſible caſes, and in all points of 
view, the commencement of the opera- 
tion cannot be undertaken too early, 
wherever the cavity of the pelvis is 
within the ſtipulated dimenſions, and the 
neceſſity of the operation is completely 
eſtabliſhed by deliberate . enquiry, and 
if poſſible, confirmed by conſultation. | 

Having, I preſume, fatisfaQtorily 
proved the neceſſity and propriety of 
opening the head of the child, at the 
beginning of labour, whenever the ca- 
pacity of the pelvis is only two inches 
apd three quarters, or certainly lefs 
than three inches, from the utter im- 
poſſibility of a child of ordinary ſiae 

at full time, being born alive by any 
ener nature or art, through 
ſo ſmall a pelvis. 
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It will here naturally occur to the in- 
quiſitive reader, to inquire, whether it 
is not often neceſſary to open the head 
of the child, when the dimenſions of 
the pelvis are conſiderably larger than 
thoſe ſtated above, as invariably re- 
quiring this operation? To which I 
beg leave to anſwer, that it certainly is; 
but it does not come within the inten- 
tion of this effay, to confider at large 
any other than thoſe dimenſions, which 
abſolutely, and of themſelves demand 
this, or one or other of the ſpecified ope- 
rations. The neceſſity of the caſe de- 
pends here, upon the extraordinary ſize 
of the child; and I will onlyjuſt obſerve, 
that as it is impoſſible to determine the 
abſolute volume of any head, while it 
remains in the uterus, ſo we can only 
be directed in our conduct, by the ina- 
bility of the powers of nature to force 
the head into the pelvis; and we ought 
on no account therefore, to have recourſe 
to this dreadful operation, till thoſe 
powers are exhauſted, or the mother's 
life 
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life ſeems to be threatened with danger 
from further delay. No preciſe rule 


can be preſcribed in this caſe; it muſt 


be truſted to the ſagacity, the diſcres 


tion, and the good ſenſe of the opera- 
tor, and the aſſiſtance of a conſultation; 


- which in this ſituation, ought never to 
be diſpenſed with. The event in this 


caſe, however, may always be reaſonably 


expected to prove favorable to the mother, 


unleſs the labour has been protracted much 


beyond the limits preſeribed by general 
practice; becauſe, in a pelvis of ſuch 
dimenſions, the delivery, when once 


determined, can always becafily, ſpeedily, 
and of courſe ſafely accompliſhed. -, / /; 


Having, I truſt, in the ſecond ſection, 
by the comparative eſtimate of the value 
of the two lives, placed in competition, 


4 * > *”s 


priety, of: never expoſing the 1 life 


of a mother to abſolute deſtruction by the 


Cæſarian operation, for the certain ſafety 


of the child; or to imminent danger by the 
diviſion of the ſymphyſis, for a mere chance 
* ä * 
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of preſerving the child. Having, 1 
hope, equally fatisfied the moſt diffi- 
dent and timid, of the impropriety of 


| that unmeaning delay which, while 


it unneceſſarily -expoſes the unhappy 
woman to excruciating torture at pre- 


ſent, equally enhances her future danger 


withouta poſſibility of benefit; the other 
queſtion which I propoſed to examine and 
endeavour to determine, and which ſtill 
remains to be conſidered, is, what are 
the ſmalleſt poſſible dimenſions of the 
pelvis, through which a child with its 
head opened, can certainly be extracted 
with e ties mother, "= means of 
the crotehet? 

As no e bd ei Wönder 
queſtion with ſufficient - accuracy and 
decifion, infallibly to direct us in firſt 


opening the head, ſo I know of none, 
who has even attempted upon ſure * 


eiples to aſcertain the latter. 
I will therefore now endeavour in a 
few. words to determine it, with every 


degree of exactneſs neceflary or uſeful 


to 
an 
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to direct our contdudt in future; a point 
in practice, that may be as eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to be ſettled, previous to the com- 
mencement of the operation, as even the 
determination of the firſt dimenſions re- 
quiring the uſe of the crotchet; for 
otherwiſe, the head may be unneceſſarily 
opened, and the child's liſe wantonly 
deſtroyed, without enſuring ſafety to 
the mother; for we may not be able 
to extract the child through the na- 
tural paſſage, even after the head has 
been leſſened. In which caſe, we ſhall 
be ultimately compelled to have re- 
courſe to the ſection of the ſymphyſis 
pubis, or the Cæſarian operation, with- 
out the poſſibility of any equivalent. 
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T is well known to the experienced 
4. reader, and will be confirmed by 
Elizabeth Sherwood's caſe, to be related 
by and by, that after the head of the 
child is once opened, all the bones, 
except thoſe making up what is called 


the baſis of the cranium, may eaſily be 


broken or deſtroyed with the crotchet, 


and extracted, bit by bit, with a pairof 
ſmall forceps. The whole of the pa- 
rietal and frontal bones may be thus 
readily and eaſily removed: but the ba- 
ſis of the cranium, in that caſe, abſo- 
lutely reſiſted all the force I was poſſeſſed 
of, or dared to employ. I could not 
break it, and extract it piecemeal, as I 
had done the other bones; and I was fear- 


the 
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e delivery, till I thought of changing 
the poſition of the head, by turning it 
ide ways, for by that means the volume 
was very conſiderably diminiſhed : but 
though it was then comparatiyely eaſy, 
it ſtill required conſiderable exertions 
to bring it in that fituation through the 
upper aperture or moſt contracted Pr 

of the pelvis. 3 
From the event of this 2 1 con- 
cluded, that whatever pelvis would ad- 
mit the baſis of a fetal cranium turned 
ſideways, to enter - and paſs through, 
would be always ſufficiently capacious 
to. admit of this mode of delivery, 
and preclude the Cæſarian operation. 
To determine this point; the firſt thing 
needful was, to aſcertain the width of 
the baſis of the fœtal cranium, when all 
the upper part of the head is removed. 
1. therefore examined a great number of 
children's heads, who died immediately 
in, or near the time of birth, and found 
but the ſmalleſt poſſible variety in the 
volume of the bones making up the ba- 
ſis 
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bis of the cranium, when it is turned 
fideways ; for meaſuring theſe bones in 
that tate, I found that they never ex- 
| ceeded one inch and a half in width; 
indeed, they ſeldom meaſured quite fo 
much, after the frontal and parietal 


bones are removed. Whenever there is 
a ſpace from pubis to ſacrum, or from 
the fore to the hind part of the upper 
aperture of the pelvis, equal to an inch 
and half, I am convinced it will be 
always practicable to extract a child 


by a crotchet, after the head has been 


ſome time opened, and the texture of 
the child's body is ſoftened by putre- 
faction, (as recommended above), and the 
whole of the parietal and frontal bones 
Are picked away; and that, —with toler- 
able facility to the operator, and ou 
ſafety to the patient. 
The manner of performing the ope- 
ration is ſo eaſy, and in general fo 
well underſtood, that I do not think 
it neceſſary to enter into any formal de- 
ſcription of the manner of doing it, or 
ö give 


* 
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give . * ad 1 . minute detail of what 
_ may! be found in every ſyſtem,o of midwife. 
TY, from la Motte, who. firſt, deſcribes 
and. recommends 1, to Smellie, and all 
the, later authors ry py to do which 
with, ſafety, every perſon 1 is "inſtructed 
| in bi earlieſt Hades. But it is Peet 
ally leſs. neceſſary in this eſſay, be- be- 
cauſe 3 in the caſe annexed, I. ſhall 1 be.as 


10 


„ s X ; 


minutely attentiye: in 1 8 23 

important circum ance, w * re A 

to >) the altimate delivery, a as 1 purpo 
übe firſt part ta be 1 in aſcertaining WM 
ns AG of the pel vis, \Previous to 


\ 
18 0 — 2 


e *commencement. of the operation. | 
That the caſe altogether, 1 may afford 
(as; F AS any fingle caſe can) a de- 


won ration of, the Kane of 75 


mene 


al than TH been uſually 1 
by practitioners, or deſcribed by au- 
thors, as admitting ſuch a mode of de- 
livery $ and likewiſe, that it is practi- 
cable with perfect ſafety to the mother, 

er ant by 
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17 ,ordi nary | Kill, 8 ordinary atten- 
ion. 


> 711.020 A K Tis: 


"Thus, the Cela operation may 1 with 
certginty be avoided, in all ae 
ter than t| tho ſe "above deſcribed}; e z© 
in other res, it is never öfter 
neceſſary where the ſmall diameter from. 
pubis to facrum, meaſures com pletely 
one inch and a half. or {hich 3 is 15 | 
unuſual) where there is A ſpace equal to 

that; width: on either fide the projecting ſa- ſas 
crum. Dimenſions ns. Mm uch ſmaller than 
where that og has been 55 | al 
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* cannot Fuel de ese meat in 
theſtrangeſt terms the neceſſity of opening 
the head of the child in the very begin- 
ning of labour, thereby to induce ag 
ſpeedy, and, compleat a ſtate of putre- 
faction as is s poſſible, for by that means 


. nn Simon, stein, W _ 
panty, , Venen, & c. . a 5 


4 


_ 


again, ) the union of the-child's bones will 
be looſened, and the whole body re- 
duced to a more compreſſible ſtate, 
affording leſs refiſtance, and requiring 
leſs: violence, and of courſe expoſing 
the mother to leſs danger of injury. 
I am perſuaded, not only the ſafety, but 
even the practicability of extraction, will 
in a very ſmall pelvis, depend on an atten- 
tion to this cirtumſtance. 


That the young eier may 10 
direched in all circumſtances; _ which 


admit and require preciſion, I would 
recommend the delaying all attempts to 
extract the child, till the head has been 
opened, at leaſt thirty hours. A period 


of time ſufficient tocompleat the putrefac- 


tion of the child's body, and yet not ſuffi - 
cient to produce any danger to the mo- 
ther; at leaſt the beneficial effects, of faci- 


litating the extraction of the child, I 


amfirmly convinced by frequent experi- 
ence, will much over ballance any poſſi - 
ble i n whieh may reaſonably be ex- 


* 114340 
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9 pected, 
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pected, kroch the putrid ſtate of the child, 
and ſecundines, in ſo ſhort a time. 
The propriety however of this a 
entirely depends upon the head's being 
opened, in the beginning of labour; 
for if we do not perform the firſt part 
of this operation, till the Iabour has 
been protracked fo. long, as as that the 
woman's ſtrength begins to fail, we 
muſt expedite the delivery as ſpeedily 
as poſlible, otherwiſe the danger we 
wiſh to avoid, will infallibly be in- 
curred No woman can ſuffer continued 
labour beyond a certain period, without 
fever, inflammation, and the moſt im- 
minent danger, if not death enſuing. 
In the uſe of the crotchet, Imuſt beg leave 

to recommend the introduction of that 
inſtrument into the cavity of the cranium, 
and the fixing it upon ſome part of the 
ſolid bones, which compoſe the baſis; 
by which means a firmer purchaſe will 
be procured, it will be leſs likely to 
flip, and if it ſhould ſlip, there will 
be leſs . of! its injuring the ſoft 
Ts parts, 


ri 
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parts. This internal applicstion of the 
inſtrument, is obviouſly ſo much ſafer. 
on all accounts, that I ſhould: not have 


thought it demanded notice, had not 
the laſt author, who has written on the 


ſubject of midwifery in this country, 
expreſsly recommended the crotchet, 
to be applied ſome where on the out- 
«« {ide of the cranium“ . 

I muſt likewiſe beg leave 8 to 
recommend, as it may eventually be of 


great importance, to keep one hand 


conſtantly in the vagina, while the ex- 


traction with the crotchet is perform- 


ing, for by that means we ſhall always 
be more cautious in the quantum, and 
direction of the force neceſſary to be 


employed ; and what is moſt parti- 
cularly to be guarded againſt, we 
ſhall by that means, certainly prevent 


any injury to the rectum, from the 


point of the crotchet, if it ſhould by - 


any means, unfortunately lip its hold. 


a See Hamilton's elements of the — of mid- 
vifery, p. 192. ITY 
F 3 For 
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the rectum and the inſtrument, may 


in that caſe be hurt, yet it muſt infal- 
libly defend the rectum from being 
wounded ; an accident which might 
otherwiſe eaſily happen, and which is 
an object of infinite conſequence to be 


prevented; for the future comfort of the 


unhappy patient, will much depend upon 
ſuch prevention; too great care or caution, 
cannot therefore be exerted to guard 
againſt ſuch an accident, and the means 
recommended is obviouſly infallible. 
This is a circumſtance, which has not 
eſcaped the acute Celſus, in his deſcrip- 


tion of this operation, who expreſsly 


mentions it, though not only, or pre- 
ciſely with the ſame intention, . 'Trahere 
autem dextra manus uncum, fnjftra 
& intus pofita,” &c. and which he ſup- 
poſes the more neceſſary, when the body 
being putrid, the inſtrument may be 
apt to flip—* Nam uncus injectus pu- 
** tri corpuſculo facile elabitur, in quo 

66 _— 
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93 en p periculi fit, Tuprd / poſitata,” 

I wy Ager he had 925. Rated fm 
the following manner, 60 unti chin 
Pg in ipſum os vulye delabitur, ſequi 
7 turque nervorum diſtentio, Ae ingen 
b * periculum mortis;“ and to avoid the 


> 44 


danger Which! may EPs from this ac- 
1 he retomme the operation 
to be done flowly, an with intervals, 
i Jeneter trahere 3 & per n 
* occaſiones paulatim eum  educere,” 
He begins th chapter upon this ſubject, 
with ſaying that it is among ** the moſſ 
od difficult, and dangerous operations, and 
« that it requires confummate fill, and 
ec the utmoſt caution in the performance: 
The whole chapter may be conſidered 
as a commentary on that poſition, and 
which I will beg leave again, earneſtly 
to recommend to the attentive peruſal of 
my young readers, as L have already once 
done at theend of the introduction. For 
although 1 near two thoulane years have 
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* clapſed unge Selſus lived zt Rome . 
Were! is not perhaps, a better diſſertation $i 
extant, upon this ſubject, either 77 
point of compoſition, or matter. He con- 


cludes it, by recommending ſuch treat 
ment, as conveys a ſtrong impreſſion of 


the danger of the caſe, according | to bie 


opinion, and the neceſſity of great at- 


tention in the ſubſequent are 
of the patient; and which, s one 


among innumerable inſtances of the ac- 
curate obſervation of the antients,” in 
the deſcription, , and compariſon of te 
different morbid ſtates of body, p 


: duced by different cauſes, * Relijus | 
« curatio talis efle debet qualis in in- 


« flammationibus, & in his vulneribus, 
« quæ in en erg ans. ww 
% betur ds. | 

I will bes leave now to preſent ths 


baſs; repeatedly mentioned in the pre- 


ceding eſſay, in confirmation of the 


Py of the doctrine inſiſted on. 


: * Cell lib. 5. e.. MR <4 
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LIZABETH SHERWOOD, the 
Ki ſubject of the following caſe, was 
om early infancy, by her mother's in- 
formation, of an infirm weakly conſti- 
tution, and of a ricketty habit ; which 
continuing for many years, ſhe was, ſo 
much ſtunted in her growth, as never 
to meaſure. more than forty-two inches 
in height, She was at the ſame time 
ſo extremely deformed, both in her 
ſpine and lower extremities, as never 
to be able to ſtand erect for one Kan 
without the aſſiſtance of a crutch under 
each arm. At the age of twenty-ſeven 
years, f 


owerer, decame wich child, 
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Early on Sunday corals "EWING 


the 19th, 1776, ſhe. came; into the 
houſe, complained of having been in , 


pain the two preceding days, and nights. 
ſo as to have had very little ſleep. I 
examined her per vaginam that evening, 
with great attention, and as her pelyis 
was fingulatly diſtorted, and the "capit- 
eity vety much contracted, it wilt” 
right to diſeribe the reſult of that Exa- 
mination, with every poflible wy 
of accuracy. 
Immediarely upon the introduction 
of the finger, 1 perceives '# tumout 
equal in fige, and hot vety unlike 7 thi 
fee t6 4 child's bead. Howevet-it was 
Inſtantly diſcovered, that! ts rumout 
was formed by the baſis of the os th- 
crum, and laſt lumbar vertebra, which 
projecting into the cavity of the pelvis, 
at the brim, barely left room for one fin- 
ger to pals between if, and the ſymphyfis 
pubis; ſo that the ſpace from bone to 


bone, 


i 

” 
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and a half in length, the ſpace was cer= 


tainly not wider, by ſome of the gen- 


tlemen, who examjned her afterwards; 
it was thought to be rather narrower, 
On the right fide, the aperture was ra- 
ther more than two inches in length, 
from the protuberance to the ileum, 
and as it admitted the points of three 


fingers (lapping over each other) in the 


wideſt part, it might at the utmoſt be 
about one inch and three quarters, 
from the hind to the fore part; 
dut it became gradually narrower, both 
towatds the illeum, and © ark Wy 
projettion. _ a 

The os uteri although but little at- 
lated, was ſoft, and flabby, as it uſually 
is on the approach, or in the beginning 
of labour, The membranes were not 
yet broke, but with ſome difficulty I 
perceived the child's head through tliem, 


ſituated 


* apontous PAM TUR ETO. M 
bone, at that part, could Bot exceed 
three quarters of an inch. On the left | 


fide of the projection, quite to the 
| Meutn, | which was about two inches 
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8 very high above the projection. 
The tumour of the uterus extended to 


the ſcrobiculus cordis, and was of the 


uſual ſize at the complete term of utero 


geſtation. The abdomen was hard and 


tender. As ſhe ſeemed much fatigued. 
for want of reſt, fifteen drops of tin&. 
thebaica was given to her, by which 
ſome ſleep was procured between the 
Pains. I was informed that the mem- 


branes broke ſome time after I left her, 


and that there ſeemed to be the uſual 
quantity of liquor amnii. The next 
morning being hot and thirſty, and her 
pulſe very quick, I directed ten ounces 
of blood to be taken from her arm, and 
the bandage accidentally ſlipping off, 
ſoon after her arm was tied up, ſhe 


might perhaps loſe as much more, be- 


fore it was diſcovered. No alteration 
whatever had taken place, either in the 
ſtate of the os uteri, or the poſition of 

the child's head. 
In ſo extraordinary and fingular A 
caſe, I naturally Wen (on my. own 
account) 
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account) for the advice and aſſiſtance 
of my profeſſional friends; while at the 
fame time, I knew it would give them 
much fatisfaction to have an opportu- 
nity of examining ſo diftorted a pelvis, 
and of ſeeing the event of ſo ſingular acaſe. 
Accordingly I met in conſultation that 
evening, Drs. Bromfield, Denman, Wal- 
ker, and Mr, Watſon; Dr. Hunter's 
preſence was requeſted, but he was en- 
gaged. Every gentleman preſent im- 
mediately ſatisfied himſelf, by examina- 
tion per vaginam, of the dimenſions of 
the pelvis, concerning which there was 
the ſmalleſt poſſible difference of opi- 
nion; ſome thinking it rather narrow - 
er, but none wider than the dimenſions 
ſtated above. We weighed with great 
deliberation, as became us, every cir- 
cumſtance by which our future conduct 
in this caſe, ought to be regulated; 
particularly, we uſed our beſt endea- 
vours to determine the ſtate of the child 
in utero, and whether, if the Cæſarian 
operation ſhould be performed, which 
\ | we 
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we. bad in contemplation to do for 
ſome time, there would be a certainty 
of preſerving. one life at leaſt... We 


were rather diſpoſed to believe that the 
child was dead. It was therefore agreed, 


that an attempt at leaſt, ought to be. 


made to deliver the poor creature, by 
opening the child's head, and extract 
ing it with the crotchet. 


It was my duty to perform the ope- | 
ration, which 1 began about eleven 


o'clock. that night, after placing her i in 


the uſual manner, cloſe to the edge of 


the bed on her left ſide, as the ſituation 
moſt commodious both for the patient 
and myſelf. Even the firſt part of the 
operation, which in general is ſuffi- 
ciently eaſy, was attended with con- 
ſiderable difficulty, and ſome danger. 
The os uteri was but little dilated, and 
was awkwardly ſituated in the center, 
and moſt contracted part of the brim of 
the pelvis. The child's head lay looſe 


above the brim, and ſcarce within 


reach of the finger, nor was there any 
ſuture 


. — . — — 


[ 
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| ſuture directly opppſite to the 08 uteri, 


Having defied. an affiltant, to , compreſs, 


the abdomen. with {ufticient force, ta 


keep the head in in contact. with the brim 
of hs pelvis, 1 ſo as. to prevent its, recad= . 
ing from the ſriflars, upon the neceſſary. p 
urs of 4 the point to make the per- 


oration 3. 1.  iptroduged them. with, 


— the, utmoſt caution, through the os ute 
ri, and after repeated. trials, at, length | 
fh 1 Roy ris in an, the RN" into the ; 


Dm With a — hwy extracted 
a, confiderablo quantity, and breaking 
down. the parietal bones, made an open- 


ing ſufficient, for the Sen diſcharge, 5 
| what remained. 


E 
Ar. 
Lv 


. TAIT 
In; this ſtate. we left . and als 
though: ſhe Was. fatigued, with this part | 


of the operation, no, Opiate. was given, 
as, 1 wiſhed to have; the. full effect of the 


rer pulp; n, that after the 
brain 
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ceollapſe, and chat 4 Portion of them at . 


leaſt might be forced into the pelvis. 


In this expectation however I was diſap- 


pointed; for notwithſtanding dhe was 


preyented from fleeping all night, by the 
frequency, and violence of the pains; in 


the morning 1 was not ſenſible of the 
| ſmalleſt alteration in the poſition of the 
child's head. During the whole day, the 


pains were neither ſo ſtrong, or ſo 
frequent as they had been; ner pulſe 
was extremely . quick, but tolctably 
ſtrong ; the diſcharge. from the vagina, 
was very © confiderable in 


Bromfield, Denman, and Hunter ſaw 
her in the còurſe of the day; ſhe was 
examined beſides, by more than thirty 


ſtudents in midwifery, who were at that 


time attending Dr. Denman's and my 
lectures, and which ſhe willingly per- 


mitted at my requeſt, from a repreſen- 


tation of we ns: of her. "ny and 
0 the 


by 5 ; 
- as *1% A 
a+ ; 
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quantity, 
and moſt abominably / fœtid. Drs. 


| ſtrength was greatly reduced; her pulſe 
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the utility which might reſult om. ite 
W more generally known. 
Towards the evening the pains again 


ene n increaſed, and as I wiſhed 
to benefit from the full effect of them, 


no opiate was given, ſhe therefore had 


un 0 ſleep; and the pains continuing 


through the whole night, when I firſt 
faw. her the following morning, her 


beat 140 ſtrokes in the minute, not- 
withſtanding every precaution had been 


| uſed to guard againſt fever, particu» 
larly, by forbidding all ſtrong liquors, 


and by keeping the ward unuſually 
cool. Her ſpirits however were 
and her reſolution unabated; for to 


though ſhe was extremely anxious to be 


delivered, and expreſſed her willingneſs 
to. undergo any operation however pain- 
ful for that purpoſe, ſhe was equally. 
ready to ſubmit to my determination if 


any longer delay was required. Upon 


examination, a ſmall portion of the 
head was found ſqueezed into the pelvis; 
2100 G —.— 5 
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Ss AN er on 
indeed there were ſome little detached 
bits of the parietal, Wo NAS looſe 
in the vagina. 

Our intention, by 3 che extrac- 
tion of the child ſix and thirty hours 
after opening the head, was in the 
firſt inſtance, to allow the uterus op- 
portunity, by its continued contrac- 
tions, to force the head as low, and as 
much within reach of the crotchet, as 
the nature of the caſe admitted; and 
afterwards, to induce as great a degree 
of putrefaction as poſſible in the child's 
body, by which means it would become 
ſoft and compreſſible, and afford the 
leaſt poſſible reſiſtance in its extraction. 
Theſe two purpoſes appeared to me 
now completely accompliſhed, -and that 
no further advantage was to be expected 
from further delay. On the contrary, 
I was fearful the permitting ſo large a 
maſs of putrid matter as a child at full 
time with placenta, &c. to remain in 
the uterus longer than was abſolutely 
ee might . her to the fu- 


tu re 
VB 
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ture danger of a putrid fever, if ſhe 
ſhould eſcape all material injury from 
the inevitable violence, and Fanlequent 
danger of the operation. 

I immediately determined to begin to 
make an attempt to extract the child; 
I call it an attempt, for I was far from 
being ſatisfied in my own mind of the 
- practicability. Adverting to the very 
ſmall. ſpace of only one inch and three 
quarters at the utmoſt, and in the wideſt | 
part, and that only on one fide the 
projecting ſacrum, while the ſpace be- 
tween it and the ſymphyſis, and on the 
other ſide, barely amounted to three 
quarters of an inch, I truſt I am juſ- 


tified in my feelings. and expreſſion. 1 


Having placed the patient as uſual on 
her left ſide, near the edge of the bed, 
as the moſt commodious ſituation, Mr. 
Shute of Exeter, who then reſided in the 
hoſpital as houſe pupil, and another ſtu- 
dent being preſent as aſſiſtants; about ten 
o'clock on Wedneſday morning, I began 
the operation; Dr. Bromfield was ſo 
obliging as to call on me, ſoon after- 
G 2 „Wards; 


* 
* 
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wards; but his engagements permitted 


him to ſtay only a'few minutes. 


deſcribed, ii the moſt contracted part of 


was incapable of permitting the intro- 
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chet, without great difficulty and danger. 
My firſt endeavours were bent to draw 
the' os uteri with my finger, into the 
18 wideſt part of the brim of the pelvis, 


7 


— 
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— 


N Both the removal of the os uteri, and 
# ſuch dilatation of it as the bones admitted, 


I then introduced the crotchet through 
is the perforation, into the head, and by 
Ci. - repeated efforts made in the ſloweſt and 
moſt cautious manner, deſtroyed almoſt 

the whole of the parietal and frontal 
bones, or the whole upper and preſent- 


became looſe and detached, they were 
extracted with a pair of ſmall forceps, 

to prevent as much as poſſible, the la- 
cera- 


1 


The os uteri being ſituated as before 
the brim of the pelvis, where the ſpace 


duction of the curved point of the crot- 


and to dilate it as much as poſſible. 


| 
. were effected without much trouble. 


ing part of the head; and as the bones 
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The great bulk of the head, formed 
5 the baſib of the ſkull, ſtill however 
remained above the brim of the pelvis, 


and from the manner in which it lay, 


it was impoſſible to enter, without 


either | diminiſhing the volume, or 
changing the poſition ; the former was 
the moſt obvious method, for it was a 
_ continuation of the ſame proceſs, and I 


truſted would be equally eaſy, in the 
execution; I was however moſt egregi- 


ouſly miſtaken and diſappointed, being 


repeatedly foiled in every endeavour 
to break the ſolid bones which form 
the baſis of the cranium ; the inſtru- 
ment at firſt invariably ſlipping, as 
often, and as ſoon as it was fixed, or at 
leaſt, before I could exert ſufficient 


' Force to break the bone. At laſt how- 


ever by changing the poſition of the in- 


ſtrument, and applying the convex fide 


to the pubis, I fixed the point I believe, 
into the great foramen, and by that 
G 3 means 


*+ 
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means became maſter of the moſt power⸗- 
ful purchaſe that the nature of the caſe 
admitted; of this I availed myſelf to 
the utmdſt extent, ſlowly,” gradually, 
but ſteadily increaſing my force, till 
it arrived to that degree of violence, 
- which nothing could juſtify but the ex- 
treme neceſſity of the caſe, and the 
abſolute inability in repeated trials, 
of ſucceeding by gentler means. But 
even this force was to no purpoſe; for I 
could not perceive, that I had made any 
impreſſion on that ſolid bone, or that 
It had been the leaſt advanced ion all = 
_ exertions. 

I became fearful fs renewing the fine 
force in the ſame way, and therefore 
abandoned altogether the firſt idea of 
breaking the baſis of the cranium, and 
determined to try the ſecond, ' by endea- 
vouring to change the poſition. | T once 
more examined, with a view to aſcer- 
tain as accurately as the mangled ſtate of 
the head would admit, how it preſented, 
and what proportion in that ſtate it ſhould 

Fo 8 „ 
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. ſeem; toi bear to the aperture - through 
which it was to paſs ; from the infor- 
mation thus procured, I muſt acknow- 
Alledge, the ſecond method appeared to me 
OY but a forlorn Hope, however there was no 
other reſgurce. I therefore again/intro- ” 
» duced the crotchet in the ſame manner, 
and fixing it in the great foramen, got 
Poſſeſſion of my former purchaſe, then 
Introducing the two fore-fingers of my 
left hand, I endeavoured with them to 
raiſe one fide of the fore · part of the head 
and turn ita little edge - ways; immedi- 
ately and eaſily ſucceeding in this at- 
tempt, the two great objects were at 
once accompliſhed: for the poſition 
was changed, and the volume diminiſh- 
ed. Continuing my exertions with the 
| rotchet, I ſoon. perceived the head to 
advance, and examining again, found a 
conſiderable portion of it Had] _ 
brought into the pelvis. 
Every difficulty was now bene 58 
by a perſeverance in the ſame means for a 
3 time, the remaining part of the 
1 head 
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head was brought 2 and out of the 
a, externum. Io RFA. 
After waiting a few ee a mid 
was put round the neck of the child, 
and given to an aſſiſtant. | I then intro- 
_ duced the crotchet, and (firſt opening the 
thorax) fixed it firmly in the ſternum 3+ 
by our united force ſtrongly exerted for 
about a quarter of an hour, firſt one 
ſhoulder was brought down and then the 
other; and laſtly after opening the ab- 
domen, the whole body (with the ſter- 
num and ſpine preſſed cloſe together). 
was extracted in the moſt putrid and al- 
moſt diſſolved ſtate, but it appeared to 
be a moderately ſized child at full time. 
The bones of the head were preſerved. The 
placenta came away without much trou- 
ble. The operation continued for about 
three hours, and the poor creature altho* 
ſhe had been in ſtrong labour three 
days, and her bodily ſtrength was much 
exhauſted by the violent and unavailing 
pains, yet the ſupported the whole bu- 
ſineſs with en fortitude, and ſuf- 
'-, reed 
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| -fered much leſs than might reaſonably 


| have been expected, either from the 


length of the labour, or the extreme 


violence in the delivery. She went to 


ſleep very ſoon after the operation was 
finiſhed, paſſed a good night, voided her 
pain, had only the uſual fever, and 


recovered ſo faſt that ſhe ſat up the ſe- 


venth day, acknowledging with great 


| CT WE TR . PEO WEE. 
life. 
As ee e eee 


information either from books, or the 


oldeſt and moſt experienced practitioners 
of this city, this woman's pelvis was the 


ſmalleſt through which a child at full 


time and of the ordinary fige, however 
leſſened by art, has ever been extracted; 
and as it was in contemplation in this very 
caſe to perform the Cæſarian operation, 

if we could have been ſatisfied of the lifeof 
the child; upon the preſumption of 


the impoſſübility of bringing it * 
| 0 


89 | 
* 


_ gratitude, that ſhe was then as well in all 


* 
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de 3 age and ſize above 


deſeribed through the natural paſſages, 


I hope the event of this caſe may prove 

the means of e eee 

fatal operation in futuree. 
Before I conclude, truth and candour 


require me to acknowledge, that not- 


withſtanding I have ſtated this woman's 
pelvis to be the ſmalleſt,” where ſuch 
delivery has ever been ſucceſsfully per- 
formed; yet 1 can lay claim to no merit 
whatever on the occaſion, the operation 
was undertaken contrary to my opi- 
nion, ſucceeded very contrary to my 


expectation, and yet in the performance, 


it neither required extraordinary ſkill or 
extraordinary attention, I can therefore 
only be entitled to the negative praiſe of 
having done no material injury to my 
patient, by the extreme and unavoidable 
violence of the operation. 
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on THE DIVISION OF THE SYMPHY$1s 


6% e275) PUBIS, 


OWEVER ſucceſsful the Ceſari- 
1 an operation, if early performed, 
muſt be to the child, and however ſuc- 


ceſsful in one or two modern inſtances 
on the Continent, it may have proved to 


the mother, the immediate cruelty of 


% 


the performance, and the little probabi- 
lity of ſafety to the unhappy patient, 


deratum in practical midwifery. 

Vader ſuch deſperate circumſtances, 

as haye been uſually ſuppoſed to require 
b | the 
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have rendered its prevention a great deſi- 
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the Cæſarian operation, Shaberor i inven- 
tion may have a tendency to diminiſh | 
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the danger to the mother, while it has 


the preſervation of the child, for its 


immediate and indiſpenſable object, 
demands a candid examination from the 
practitioner of midwifery, and has a fair 
claim to the gratitude of the public. 
The ſection or diviſion of the ſym- 


Phyſis pubis, has been lately invented 


and performed at Paris, for that pur- 
poſe with ſome ingenuity and much 
humanity, by Monſ. Sigault, a phyfi- 
cian practiſing midwifery in that city, 
It was intended by the inventor, infalli- 
bly to ſuperſede the Cæſarian operation; 
how far that was a reaſonable expectation 
even upon theory, and how far it may 
be entitled to any-praiſe from experi- 
ence, are to be the objects of the fol- 
lowing enquiry, lt is not perhaps 
very caſy to explain by what fatality it 
has happened ; but there is certainly no 
account of the invention of any remedy 
in the records of medicine, or any new 

ope- 
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with dach extraordinary cope, 


; or has, been uſhered into the world with 


ſuch ſingular eclat. "| 
The diviſion of the ſymphvſis pete . 


was not offered to the con. ation of 


the practitioners of midwifery, in the 


uſual way of an hint or experiment, to 


be confirmed or rejected as future-expe- 


rience might warrant; but upon the 


very firſt performance, it was immediate- 
ly, and moſt enthuſiaſtically adopted, by a 
numerous body of learned men, and 


competent judges, the Facult? de Medi- 


cine de Paris, or College of Phyſicians 


in that city, who by their conduct on 


this occaſion ſeem to have thought, 


that it was im poſſi ble to be too prodigal 


of their p 
rewards; for upon the report of their 


committee, of the accompliſhment of the 
cure of the firſt patient, they framed a 
5 reſolution, not merely expreſſive of their 


approbation, but n 4 the moſt ex- 
tra- 


raiſe, or too profuſe in their. 
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e can Sigaulte, 


oe e calculos illos ee offerendos. 


by eancluting it * an order for eee 


ec Vie tentamini i interfoerit Ordo 1 ; 


% mox quibus honoribus tam egregiè auſos proſpero 


c beatos ſucceſſu, ipſe, plaudentibus omnium ordi- 
« num civibus, auxerit, ornaverit, cumulaverit." | 
3 Rouſſel. lib, citat. p. 111. 
The whole reſolution is too curious to be omitted. 
- . <« College clariſſimo M. Sigault, operationis illius 
te inventori, defenſori, aQori, ed majora deberi pro- 
«« feſſa eſt ſaluberrima facultas, quo majus arti medicæ 
«« dedit incrementum, quo præſtantiora fecit ingenio, 
«© manu, & opibus erogatis: juſtum in ſua non eſſe po- 
<< teſtate, premium Civium Conſervatori; in honore 
e ſemper apud ſe futurum eximium illum Collegam, 


* & omnibus preſentibus ac poſteris commendandum 


« laudandumque voluit. Quz propter juſſit in calculi - 
6 argentei aversa facie e eſſe hanc _"_ 
<< tionem. 


% Anno 1768 $e2ionem Spmphyſe Mum hy invenit, 
propoſuit : Anno 1777 freit feliciter M. Sigault, D. M. P. 


83 


« Cum vero, predicante M. Sigault conſtet Collegam 
«« alium, M. Alphonſum le Roy, ſuis experimentis, 
4 ſuis laboribus, adhortationibus, opetationis facien- 
«dz, abſolvendi partus & vulneris ſanandi partem 
** haud ingloriam fuiſſe, juſſit Ordo Saluberrimus, ad 
1 finem inſcriptionis hæc addenda eſſe verba. 


vit M. Alphonſus Le Roy, D. M. P. 


* Cui quinquaginta offerentur calculi illi _ 
Vid. Res Geſtz, p. 10, 11, & ſeq. * 7 


. 
a, * 


to 
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to be ſtruck upon the occaſion; deſeri- 
bing the time, place, and perſon, when 


and by whom this invention was con- 
trived and executed, and upon whom, 


as the preſerver of his fellow citizens, 
they expreſsly ſay, it is not in their power 
to beſtow a reward adequate to his merit. 


By theſe means was this great momen- 
tous event to be announced to the pre- 


ſent generation, and afterwards be han- 


ded down to the remoteſt poſterity. 


Laſt of all, that ſubſtantial reward might 


accompany empty praiſe, a royal pen- 
fion was procured for Monſ. Sigault“. 
Theſe circumſtances beſtow'd a luſtre 
and an importance on the operation, to 
which, by its own intrinſic merit, it 
was by no means entitled, and without 
which, in all probability, it would very 
ſoon haye dwindled into deſerved obſcu- 


* Tout le Ws fait que la Facults de Medicine de 
Paris, a fait frapper une medaille a M. Sigault, & que 
celui ci a obtenu une penſion du government. Baude- 
loque Part des Accouchmens, vol. II. p. 236. 


One 
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M4 2 
. 9 


Once cannot however be ſurprized, 
that circumſtances like theſe ſhould in- 
duce moſt favorable prepoſſeſſions in the 

opinion of the inhabitants and practiti- 

oners of any country, wherever they might 
happen; much leſs can one wonder at 
their effect in France, where in all affairs 
of life, it is well known to form a prevail- 
ing part of the national character, to be 
much under the influence of the imagina- 
tion. The new operation was therefore 
immediately adopted, as a great improve- 
ment throughout that kingdom; but the 
ſplendor with which it made its firſt 
appearance was not confined to France, 
it ſoon extended over other parts of the 
continent ; firſt dazzling the fancy, and 
then ſeducing the judgment, even of 
our cautious and learned neighbours, 
both in Holland and Germany. The 
celebrated profeſſor Camper of Gron- 
ingen, a name pre-eminent in the 
learned world, having early indulg'd 
the moſt ſanguine hopes of its ſucceſs, 
1952 theory, while in Germany, the 


oo” 
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tion itſelf was actually performed 
by the Preſident Siebold of the univer- 


ty of Wurtzburg, and Profeſſor Gue- 
tard of the univerſity of Dufleldorpe. 2 

Though we can ſcarcely be ſurprized, 
at the ſpeedy and. general adoption. of 
this new operation throughout Europe, 
from the circumſtances attending its 
introduction; it is impoſſible to men- 
tion without cenſure, the unphiloſophical 
precipitation of the college of phyſicians 
at Paris on this occaſion, to which 
alone the frequent repetition of the 


practice is to be attributed; and for the 


conſequences of which, they alone are 
teſponſible. If a ſingle ſucceſsful caſe 
in any branch of medicine, however 


extraordinary, were, to entitle a, man to 


the ſplendid rewards granted to Monſ. 
Sigault, but eſpecially to a medal, every 
pratitioner might reaſonably expect to 
have his name handed down to Poſte- 
1 rity! ! | nn 

Such are the powers of nature, ſo 


active and vigorous in certain conltitu- 
7 H 


tions 
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tions is the Vis medicatrix, or that prin- 


Ciple in animal bodies, which reſtores the 
machine when put out of order by acci- 
dent or diſeaſe ; and eſpecially that abi- 


lity to reſiſt the fatal effects of violence, 
in whatever manner offered to the body, 


that there is ſcarce a ſituation to which 
it can be reduced, however alarming, 
where inſtances of moſt unexpected re- 
covery have not happen'd. No diſcreet 
or ſober minded man, however perſon- 
ally intereſted in the event, 'is therefore 
very ſanguine i in his expectation, from 
the ſucceſsful iſſue of a fingle caſe, bs. 
the cure ever ſo compleat. © If the cre- 
dit and intereſt of an individual, which 
muſt be reaſonably ſuppoſed, and even 
allowed, ſomewhat to bias his judgment, 
would not juſtify him in the haſty adop- 
tion, and” unqualified recommendation 
of any method on ſach ground; how 
is it poſſible on this occafion, to recon- 
cile with ordinary prudence and diſere- 
tion, the conduct of the college of 


| phyficians at Paris 25 Inſtead of that fe= 
ä vere 
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vere and critical examination, becoming 
grave and learned men, previous to the 
adoption of any novelty; they firſt, 
with great parade, promulgate to the 
world, and then ſanctify by their au- 
| thority, on the flight” evidence of a 
hair breadth ſcape, an, innovation 

on the eſtabliſhed practice, painful and 
hazardous to a great degree in the very 
performance, precarious in its beneficial 
effects, and moſt dangerous in its future 
conſequences; an innovation, which does 5 
not appear to have been requited by 
neceſſity, but which nothing leſs than 

the laſt neceſſity could juſtify or excuſe. 

If candour requires of us, that we give 

them credit for the beſt intention in 
rewarding preſent merit, to ſtimulate to 

future exertions of induſtry and i inge- 
nuity, for the benefit of ſociety ; 3 4 
leaſt, their peculiar ſtation and duty re- | 
quired of them, to be extremely cir- 
cumſpect in the diſpoſal of ſuch re- 
wards; otherwiſe, inſtead of promoting | 
= intereſt of humanity, they would only | 
2. then, | 

; 
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1 urge and encourage ignorant, 
adventurous, or enterpriſing men, to 


raſh and dangerous undertakings ; the 


prevention of which was one principal 
object, that all goveryments have had 


in contemplation, by the inſtitution of 


medical colleges, or corpdrations. 
Very much to the credit of the prac- 
en of this country, and a ſtrong 
proof of that ſound ſenſe and ſobriety of 
judgement, which in all affairs of life 
charaQterize Britons ; this new-fangled 
operation, notwithſtanding the alluring 
repreſentation of its partiſans, and which 
the Preſident Seibold declares * with 


regret, firſt ſeduced him; as far as 1 


have been able to learn, has never once 
been performed in this kingdom. I 
believe we are much indebted for its 
prevention likewiſe, to the early inter- 
ference of a Gentleman of great expe- 


t je regrettai vivement, comme je m' en repens 
c« peut - etre encore de mꝰ etre laiſſẽ ſeduire aux {ppas 
de Voperation nouvelle,” See a Letter from Mr. 
Seibold to the Royal Academy, quoted by Baude- 
loque, A des — vol. II. p 251. | 


* 
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rience; abilities, and reputation, whoſe 


ſuperiority in anatomical and obſtetrical 


ſcience, is univerfally acknowledged all 
over Europe, but whoſe opinion is deſer- 


vedly reſorted to, as the higheſt authority 


# 


in this country. The women of Great 
Britain are therefore under conſiderable 
obliMion to Dr. Hunter, who from an 
accurate menſuration of thoſe pelvis's, 
where the Cæſarian operation had actu- 
ally been performed in this country, 
and 'of others ſtill ſmaller preſerved in 
his muſeum, has demonſtrated the fu- 
tility of the ſection of the ſymphyſis, 
as a ſuccedaneum for that operation, 
or as a certain means of preferving both 
mother and child. He has beſides, 
with great good ſenſe, and profeſional 
knowledge, and above all, with an ear- 


neſtneſs for the intereſts of humanity, 


which have invariably marked his cha- 
rater throughout life, endeavoured to 


counteract the intemperate praiſe of the 


College of Phyſicians at Paris, and pre- 
vent its influence in this country. ; 
H 3 After 

4 
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After ſtating-aboye, that this opera- 
tion had never been performed in Great 
Britain, it may here, reaſonably be 
aſked, why then is it neceſſary to pub- 
liſh objections againſt what may pro- 
bably never happen? To this I beg 
leave to anſwer, that although Dr. 
Hunter reprobates the ſection, as Mſub- 
ſtitute for the Cæſarian operation, and 
expreſſes his doubts of its ever being of 
general uſe, and cautions againſt its 
precipitate admiſſion ; yet he deſcribes 
a ſuppoſed caſe, where he thinks it 
mi ght be “ a confiderable improvement 
« in practice.“ 

Very lately too, another Gentleman 
of this country, of conſiderable abili- 
ties and reputation, has declared in a 
popular book, that he is inclined to 
« think favourably of this operation,” 
while however he ſenſibly and candid- 
ly acknowledges, that nothing but 
« time and future experience can ſuf- 
« ficiently determine whether it ought 
« to be rejected or adopted.” But as 

he 
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he. afterwards ſtates at., conGiderable 

| length, all the objections which had then 
been urged againſt: it, enters minutely 
into their diſcuſſion, and profeſſes to 

have anſwered them fully; at the ſame 
time, deſcribing an experiment made at 
a public hoſpital, in the preſence of ſe⸗ 
veral medical gentlemen, in confirmation 
of his arguments againſt what had been 
generally eſteemed a moſt material ob- 
jection. Dr. Leake muſt be conſidered 
as a favourer, or adviſer, if not a ſtre- 
nuous partiſan, of this new operation. 
It is my intention then, by this pub- 
lication, in the firſt inſtance, to con- 
ſider, if Dr. Hunter's- opinion be well 
founded, that the operation, qualified | 
by the circumſtances he deſcribes, or 
ſuppoſes, can ever be 4 confiderable 
« improvement,” in practical midwife- { 
ry; and afterwards to examine the argu- 
ments produced by Dr. Leake, in form 
of anſwer to the objections, but which 
are evidently intended to operate in ge- 
| H 4. neral 


"I 1 2 


. p6fitive favodr of this . 
ration, ab 4 ſbMitute for the Oæfarian 
ſection; and thus I ſhall* erideWotir to 
counteratt the influence that fuch A 
thorities might r habe in * 
country. n 

Laſtly, as lußnitely thi moſt mL 
tant, I ſhall collect, and preſent to the 
reader, the reſult of the experience of 
five years, during which period' this 
operation has been performed ut leaſt 
four-and-twenty'times in different parts 
of Europe. Theſe cafes had not hap- 
pened when Dr. Hunter wrote on this 
ſubje&; and concerning moſt of them, 

Dr., Leake, by not mentioning them, 

ſhould appear not to have been informed 
at all; and of ſome, he has certainly been 
much miſinformed, particularly that pf 
the Preſident Seibold of Wattaburg, 
tranſmitted to him by Dr. Hauſeman of 

Brunſwick; or Tam perſuaded Dr, Leake 
would not have deſcribed it as a _ſucceſs- 

ful ale or offered it to the Fulle As 
fa- 


A » * 
| * 
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Upon the event of theletaſes antes 


: merit of the practice reſt: but as no parti- 
cular account of this operation has bern 


publiſhed in this country, and as it has 
engaged: the attention, and divided the 
opinion of phyſicians in many parts of 


Europe; before I deſeribe the caſes, in 
which it has been performed, (and con- 


cerning which, as was my indiſpen- 
ſable duty, I have ſpared no pains to pro- 
cure the beſt information), I ſhall premiſe 
a ſhort hiſtorical detail and review, of the 


invention and progreſs of this operation, 


from the firſt idea, offered by Monſ. Si- 
gault to the Royal Academy of Surgery 
in 1768, to the lateſt publication which 
has come to my knowledge; from a per- 
ſuaſfion; that ſuch an account will not be 
unacceptable to many of my readers; 


promifing however to compreſs it into the 


ſmalleſt poſſible volume, conſiſtent with 


perſpicuity, and the avowed impat- 


tiality of this eſſay, which obliges me 
od 0 
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to conſider and candidly examine the ar- 
guments adduced in favour, as well as the 
objections urged againſt the operation. 
It does not neceffarily fall within my 
intention to conſider at all, much leſs 
to decide a queſtion, which has been 
. repeatedly diſcuſſed by writers on mid- 
wifery, from the days of Hippocrates to 
the preſent times; viz. whether the june 
tions of the bones which compoſe the 
pelvis, actually relax and ſtretch, ſo as 
to enlarge its capacity during parturi- 
tion? It may however be proper juſt 
to ſtate, that as anatomical obſervation 
demonſtrates, that the intervening car- 
tilages and connecting ligaments of the 
pelvis do invariably become ſofter, and 
leſs capable to reſiſt any diſtending force 
as parturition approaches; and that 
ſoon after parturition has taken place, 
they are again reſtored to their priſtine 
firmneſs; ſo it muſt be preſumable, 
that this general effect of relaxation, is 
either intended by nature, to anſwer 
ſome uſeful purpoſe at all times in la- 
bour; 


iF 
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bour; or that otherwiſe," it is meant to 


prepare the pelvis againſt ſome parti- 


cular exigence, which may occur in 
ſome labours, and which may then re- 


quire ſuch an alteration to facilitate 


delivery. This anatomical obſervation, 


and the arguments founded upon it, 


firſt ſuggeſted the ingenious idea of this 
operation to Mr. Sigault, even admit- 
ting that Pinæus, as ſome think :, had 


recommended the ſame operation two 
hundred years ago. The expreſſions of 


Pinæus * are ſo equivocal (conveying 
| $54.5 UE 
| + © M. Sigault n'eft pas le premier qui ait congu 
«« idee d'agrandir le baſſin de la femme dans la vue 
«« de le rendre acceſſible au fetus; Severin Pineau 
% Vavoit recommande pres de deux cens ans avant 
« lui, dans opinion ou il etoit que ce ſeroit en vain 
e queſe delateroient Porifice de la matrice & Vouver- 
<< ture des parties exterieures fi les os pubis ne &ecar- 
“ toient pour le paſſage de Venfant,” e 
V Art d' Accouchemens, vol. II. p. 231. f 
, Si enim natura oſſa capitis non oerfecertt i in 
«« utero, neque ſuturas ullas his effinxerit, ut deflexis 
«« ofſibus & ut cumque compreſſo capite fetus in 
*« enixu facilius expellantur utero, execantque foras : 
20 guanto magis indilatandis maternis offibus ſagax 
| cc & 
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F 


on bur à hint) that Mr. Sigault is 
undoubtedly intitled to the credit of 


the invention; and if a cold compli- 


ment can ſatisfy him, after the extra- 


vagant and panegyrical language of his 


friends and partiſans, I ſhould be hap- 
py at this opportunity, of bearing teſti- 


mony to the ingenuity and humanity of 
the idea; at the ſame time, I muſt beg 
to be excuſed from acknowledging the 
divine inſpiration attributed to him on 
this occaſion by Monſ. Rouſſel de Vau- 
zeſme, Cl. Sigault hæc alta mente 
« diu revolvens, ſolus divino quaſi af- 


20 Aatus numine quam monſtrarat erde | 


% yiam ingreditur“. 


& provida eadem erit, contra eorum opinionem 


7 qui ifta oſſa dilatari, nagant. Præterea ignobi- 


0 Hores partes, nobilioribus ſemper miniſtrant & ob- 


„ ſequuntur, nec non continentes, ſeu externæ, non 
< tantum dilatari, fed etiam ſecari tuto poſſunt, ut 
4 jnternis ſuccuratur, ut Galenus ait. At nemo 


„ ſane eſt mediocriter in medicina verſatus, qui non 


% noverit pueros in utero contentos multo nobiliores 
« eſſe maternis offibus, pelvim, ut vulgo — 
% conſtituentibus.” Sever, Pinzus, cap. 10, Opuſ — 
cul. & Phyfiolog. & Anatom. lib. 2. 

Lib. citat. p. 46. | 
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OWARDS de latter. end ef de 
1 year 1768, Monſ.. Sigaplt pre- 


2 a memoire to the Royal Academy 
of Surgery at Paris, recammending the 


ſection or diviſion of the ſymphyſis pu- 
bis, as a e on WR RS 


N 
8 e #7 
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He ſays, — — he had 3 it 


ſeveral times, on dead ſubjects, and 


could eaſily gain an inch by the fepa- 
ration. At firſt he only modeſtly pro- 
poſed to have it tried on ſome living 
animals, and then on condemned cri- 
minals. The operation, he ſays farther, 


Had its friends, and appoſers; but that 


the more general opinion was againſt it: 
and that at firſt, a looſe objection was 


mads 
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made by the Academy, that _ ſp pace 


gained would be inadequate to the pur- 
poſe; and that the re- union of the bones 
might be precarious. At laſt, however, 
it was formally referred to Monſ. Ru- 


fel, He made an unfavorable report, 


the memoire was rejected, and the ope - 

ration proſcribed. Monſ. Sigault was 
not diſcouraged by this rejection of the 
Royal Academy, from again defending 


| the ſame opinion in his Theſis, when he 
graduated at Angers, and repeating it 
once more at Paris, when he * 


for his licence. - pro 

This idea of Monſ. SES was com- 
municated as a piece of medical news, 
in a letter from Monſ. Louis, ſecretary 
to the Royal Academy, to the celebrated 
profeſſor Camper of Groningen, which 
letter was written in Match, 1769. 
It gives an account of the Academy 
being engaged in conſidering the Cæ- 


fafian operation, in conſequence of 


its having been lately performed twice 


at Paris, and once with ſucceſs. Monſ. 


* | Louis 


* 
8 


"7 » 
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Louis adds a ſhort detail of Monſ. Si- 
gault's project, and coneludes with 
ſaying, Il fe promet plus d'advanta- 
ges qu il ſe pourrore vraiſemblablement 
.* en retirer, & it n'a Pos aſſes 08 1 


10 eee &. , 

In an hiftorical detail of any cubjec, 
it t en moſt regular to give a ſuecinct 
analyſis of the authors ſeriatim, as they 
publiſhed their works. 1 intend to pur- 
ſue that method, as far as they ſeem 
to me worthy of notice, or as I have 
been able to procure the books them- 
ſelves or any good account of them. 
In conformity therefote with that plan 


I muſt next revieẽ profeſſor Camper's 


letter to Monſ. Van Geſſcher, although 
it interrupts the account of Monſ. Si- 


gault, the inventor. This letter was 


firſt publiſhed in the Dutch language, 
and was afterwards tranſlated into Latin 
by the author himſelf, and reprinted 


with his treatiſe on inoculation for the. 


ſmall-pox, in..1774, three years before 
the operation was performed by Monſ. 
Sigault, It is entitled de Emolumentis 

* ne 
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in partu difficili. Profeſſor, Camper. 
not leſs diſtinguiſhed for the univerſality 


of his learning , than for his abilities 


as 2 -phyſician, . begins his letter with 


ſome fanciful opinions of his own, re- 


ſpecting difficult parturition in Holland, 
and a recital of ſome whimſical ideas 
collected by Haller from different tra- 


vellers, tending to eſtabliſh, a general 


opinion, that in ſome. countries well 


formed women naturally bear children 


better than in others. He highly com- 


mends the vectis and forceps as gene- 
rally ſuperſeding in Holland the uſe 
of the crotchet, but acknowledges how- 
ever, that he has ſometimes been com- 
pelled to open the child's, head, and 
deliver with that inſtrument, adding 
with great humanity * nunquam dine 


ſummo animi.dolore illis circumſtan- 
„ tus. mien; : etiamſi Fouſgientia 


| C See a Epos of his works a by him- : 


255 in 1779. 
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mea nunquam me! accuſet de ulla 
r imprudentia vel crimine. Certam 
6 tandem, dummodo poffibile ſit, exco- 
* gitem methodum, qua capitis demo- 


te litionem per uncum, æque atque Cz- 


te ſariam fectionem evitare poſſim “ 8 


This method he ſoppoſes the ſection of 
the ſymphyſis would infallibly prove. 


- He had himſelf taken notice twelve 
years ago, in a difſertation added to his 


edition of Mauriceau' s works, publiſhed 
in Holland in 1759} 3 that “ natura ipſa 


50. monſtraverit viam relaxando, & ſepar⸗ 


re ande A fe invicem oſſa pubis in om- 


"nibus fere difficilibus partubust,” 
ii again on the ſame ſubject l, ba- 
« fin meæ propoſitionis Yate Miner bx. 


„ perientia; quod natura ipfa nos 


ce doceat ſeparatione off um pubis inkig- 
« nem dilatationem & ſpatium pelvi 


1% conciliare.” He then expreſſes his 


Reniaion: at the diſcovery, as cotre- 


- + ſponding with his own opinion, and 


his gratitude for the inventor, | in the 


— 


2 2 p. 122, lib. aſh + p. 155 1 P. 26 
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# wy, following terms of admiration. 4 1 
= | « to perfuſus gaudio inyentorem. amba- 
| «« bus ulnis amplecti voluiſſem, ſi li- 
“ cuifſet ab ore <jus excellentiſimam 
| i hanc cogitationem, yel ſchema. ac- 
1 6  cipere +!” &. And after infor- * 
ming his readers, that he had long 
| quitted the practice of midwifery, and 
| was not in, a ſituation to derive any 
lucrative, advantage. from the diſco- d 
very, that the moſt benevolent mo- 
tives, could alone therefore, urge him 
ö to exclaim, ** Nihil preter aliorum bo- 
7 „ num, nihil præter uniyerſam utilita- 


| 
| | * tem, nihil prater concivium megrum 
1 | % ſalutem, me tanti poterat participem 
i | 40 reddere gaudii, tanti inquam gaudii, 
j 


10 quanto nemo adfici poteſt, quam cu- 
« jus animus juſta facile n 
ce  miſericordia ® ' 220 2 * 
Mr. Camper, in che firk . e en- 
denvonred to remove an objection early 
ſuggeſted by the Royal Academy of 
Surgery, and mentioned by Monſ. Louis 
in bis Leer, | viz. the — of 
the 
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Mie re- union of the oſſa pubis; this 
tre union, however, he aſcertained be- 
- _ yond a poſſibility of doubt, by pro- 
curing the operation to be perform- 
ed on a ſow, by Profeſſor Municks, 
Dr. Allardi, and Mr. Woldering;z the 
creature was well, and able to walk in 
eight days. He likewiſe demonſtrated 
in the diſſecting room, that a conſider- 
able ſpace might certainly be gained by 
the ſection; for that a child which 
could not be made to paſs through the 
pelvis; with the bones united, was rea- 
dily and caſily extracted after the divi- 
formed. But the particulars are not 
ſuſficiently intereſtiug to be worth re- 
lating now, becauſe many experiments 
have been ſince made on deformed pel. 
vis 's, and what is infinitely more ſatis- 
factury, the operation itſelf has been 
ſeveral eee ee eee KO 
ban 
Profeſſor — nad ant Liſlunged 
* . a condemned criminal, which 
* 1 2 3 
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appeared to him the moſt effectual man- 
ner of aſcertaining the efficacy of the 
operation; he therefore was obliged to 
be ſatisfied with the experiments in the 
diſſecting room, and on living animals. 
He concludes his Letter, as far as it 


| particularly relates to our ſubject, with 


obſerving, that there are caſes where 
neither the forceps or the vectis can 


ſucceed; in which he Would recommend 


the ſection as preferable to the Cæſarian 
operation, becauſe ſafer to the mother 3 
and preferable to the crotchet, becauſe 


ſafer to? the child; in the caſe above 
deſcribed, ſays he, Nihil ſreſtat quam 
* ut matti venter aperiatur, vel fetus 


% unco extrahatur, vel ut propoſitio 
% mea, tanquam meiia vis in uſum re- 
“ cipiatur & approbetur “ K&M. 
Profeſſor Camper, being tinctured 
with the fame enthuſtaſm which unac- 
countably affected all the firſt partiſans of 
this new operation, has over- rated beyond 
all moderation, the advantages to be gain- 
ed by it, and expreſſed himſelf with an 


T | 186. 7 


' LABORIOUS PARTURITION. tur © 


extravagance unuſual to men of ſcience, 

| but moſt eſpecially to phyſjcians. Whatis 
more extraordinary, he does not appear 

to have been at all 'aware of the-future 

Inconveniences and dangers, which might 
reaſonably be expected to attend and 

follow this operation; dangers, which 

have been in moſt caſes abundantly, 


and in ſome too fatally confirmed by 


experience. His book is nevertheleſs 
the work of a man of undoubted ſci- 
ence, indefatigable in promoting medi- 
cal knowledge, and earneſtly ſolicitous 
for the welfare of mankind. - 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that an opera- 
tion, ſo new in its manner, fo excep- 


tionable in many other reſpects, and 


vhich had been reprobated, and even pro- 
ſcribed by the Royal Academy of Surgery 
at Paris, could be preſented to the pub- 
lic, and warmly recommended to gene- 


ral notice, without a critical examination 


of its merits, without oppoſition, or in- 


deed without reprehenſion. Accord- 


ingly, Monſ. Baudeloque, * at 
1 3 Paris, 
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Paris, and Member of the Royal Aca- 
demy, previous to Monſ. Sigault's firſt 
operation on Souchot, defended a the- 
ſis ® in the public ſchools of Paris, of 
which the following is his own analy- 


fis T. Apres avoir combattu Vopi- 


cc ede. accredite des anciens & des 


modernes, ſur Vecartement ſponta- 
«© nte des os du baſſin dans Faccouch- . | 


yn ment ſoit naturel, ou contre- nature; 
” & avoir demontre ſon inutilité dans 
« les femmes bien conformdes, ſon in- 
«« ſuffiſance dans celles dont le baſſin eſt 
„ yicic, & ſes inconveniens dans les unes 
„ & dans les autres, nous nous ſommes 
« attaches. a prouver.qu'un Ecartement 


* plus conſiderable, procure par la ſec- 
te tion de la ſymphyſe du pubis, Ecarte» , 


«« ment que Monſ. Sigault ſembloit 


alors nV aluer qu'à douze ou qunze 
“ lignes au plus, ne pouvoit rendre le 


6 baſſin aſſer er pour le paſſage 


80 por titre: An in partu propter 
anguſtiam pelvis impoſſibili, Rar oſſium pubis 
ſecanda? 1776. © 
+ L'Art des Accouchments, tom. II. p. 235. 
2 de 
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ge Tenfant, quand ſa mauvaiſe con- 


on Formation exigeoit * * 


peration cẽſarienne. . 

Nous n'avons établi aucun e 
ele entre ces deux operations, conſi- 
„ derées du côté de leurs accidens; 
„ parceque obſervation n avoit pas 
encore fait connoitre * ceux dont la 
ſection du pubis ſeroit ſuſceptible. 
Nous avons pense qu'il ſuffiroit de 
« faire wir que cette nouvelle methode 
* ne pouvoit ouvrir une voie fuffiſante 
„ & affez libre pour mettre la vie de 
* Fenfant en sfirete; & que de tous les 
naccidens que paroĩſſoĩent devoir la ſui- 
«« yre, celui-ci Etoit le plus grand, 
« puiſque le bot qu on ſe propoſoit 
t“ par cette operation toit de conſerver 
« enfant, en epargnant les jours de la 
mere. Lexperience n'a pas tarde 
1 2 confirmer notre jugement: chaque 
« eſſai qu'on a fait de cette methode, 

4 en pour ainſi dire, ſa vittime; & 
«le nombre pour le temps, nen eft 
© pag petit: effet ee des louan- 
« ges indiſeretes qu'on a donndes a 
14 „Ra- 
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«6 dennen de cette operaſion, & de lien 
« thouſiaſme avec _ on a ny 
« ſes faux ſuccès. 

Upon Monf. Sigaule' communicating ; 
his opinion of this operation to Mer. 
Alphonſe le Roy, he warmly adopted 
the idea, and offered his aſſiſtance to 


Monſ. Sigault on the firſt favorable op- 


portunity, this occurred in the fol- 
lowing year, viz. September 30, 1777, 
when a ſoldier's wife, . named, Souchot, 
fell into labour of her fifth child, In 
her former labours ſhe had always been 
delivered of dead children. In the la- 
bour preceding this, Monſ. Sigault pro- 
poſed firſt the diviſion of the ſymphyſis, 
and then the Cæſarian operation, with 
a view of ſaving the child; but both 
were rejected by ten accoucheurs, phy- 
ficians, and ſurgec ns, and the child as 
turned with great difficulty, and after- 
- wards brought dead into the world. The 
event of that labour determined Monſ. 
Sigault on this occaſion, to perform the 
ſection without conſultation ; Monſ. 
Le Roy alone afſted bir. They each 

have 
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- 
have publiſhed an account of the ope- 
ration, the progreſs of the caſe, and the 
completion of the cure, minutely de- 
tailed reſpeQing the ſymptoms. in ge- 
neral, but not very accurately. concern- 
ing ſome other eſſential circumſtances; 
and to my comprehenſion, the operation 
was not well underſtood, as to its proba- 
ble conſequences. Such as it is deſcrib- 
ed, it might be deemedi improper toomit. 
I ſhall therefore abridge it by ſeleQing 
what appear tome the moſt important cir- 
cumſtances attending it, from the relation 
of Monſ. Sigaultꝰ, Monſ. Le Roy||, or the 
Committee of the Faculte de Medicine. 

Monſ. Sigault with a common biſtory 
cut through the integuments, and linea 
alba, beginning the operation at the 
upper and central part of the ſymphy- 
ſis pubis; then introducing his fore- 
finger as a director, he cut through the 
ligaments and cartilage; immediately 


Memoire de M. Sigault lu aux Afſemblees de la 
Faculté, & c. 
i KEANE biſtoriques fur la Section . la or. 
phyſe, e. ä | 
1 Recit, = &. par la Facults de Medic. de Paris. 
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offa pubis, with a peculiar noiſe, Ppon- 
taneouſly ſeparated two inches and a half; 
this was demonſtrable, for Mont le Roy 
laid his four fingers into the opening. 
Monſ. Sigault immediately introduced 


- his hand into the uterus, broke the 


membranes, and brought down the feet. 
Monſ. le Roy accomplifhed the deli- 
very. The whole operation, both ſec- 
tion and delivery, was finiſhed in' five 
minutes. The child was born alive. 
A ligature was applied round the body 
of the mother, to keep the pelvis firm. 
The patient having no bad ſymptom, 
was left till next day, when every cir- 
cumſtance continued favorable; ſhe had 
paſſed her urine voluntarily twice, there 
had been no bzmorrhage, oy . 7 2 
ſuffered little pain. 
| October the firſt, being the ay of the 
monthly meeting of the college, Monf. 
Sigault and Monſ. le Roy, firſt deſcrib- 
ing the new operation, entreated that 
a committee might be appointed to ex- 
amine into the ſtate of the patient, to 
ſuper- 


LABORIOUS PARTURITION. 123 
** 


ſuperintend the treatment, and report 
the progreſs and accompliſhment of the 
cure; Meſſ. Grandelas and Deſcemet, 
two eminent mee were din 
5 pointed. | 23 
By their firſt report | it appeart, that 
—— meatus urinarius was wounded in 
the operation; and by all the accounts 
it farther appears, that ſhe went on to 
the fixth day without any untoward 
ſymptom, occaſionally however ſuffer- 
ing conſiderable pain in the facro-iliac 
region of the left fide. On that day 
however ſhe was ſeized with a rigor, 
which was ſucceeded. by a fever, diffi- 
culty of breathing, &c. theſe ſymp- 
toms, were attributed. to irregularity of 
diet, and uneaſineſs of mind; they con- 
tinued during the next day; the diſ- 
charge per vaginam was very thin, and 
in great quantity ; ſhe ſuffered acute 
pain, and the dreflings from the wound 
were for the firſt time, on that day of 
a black colour. On the 11th and 12th 
Gp the diſcharge was _ exceedingly in- 
creaſed 
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See in quantity, ſhe was böcbene wek 
and languid, and her pulſe was very 


quick, low, and irregular, Monſ. Sigault 


having been taken ill, the care of the pa- 
tient altogether devolved on Monſ. le 
Roy, to whom the caſe appeared very 
alarming. On the 15th day however 
ſhe began to recover; but again re- 


lapſed, inſomuch that on the 21ſt all 


the ſymptoms were aggravated to ſuch 
a degree, as to induce Monſ. le Roy 
to think ſhe could not ſurvive that night; 
ſhe had a violent fever, ſuffered great pain, 
and the diſcharge was become ſo profuſe 
as even to penetrate through the bed, and 
was qbliged to be caught in a baſon. This 
diſcharge by analyſis was found to be 
urine; ſhe recovered from this attack, but 
again relapſed on the 26th day, when ſhe 
was ſeized with difficulty of breathing 
and rigor, her abdomen was much ſwel- 
led, and her extremities became cold. 
The wound however was ſoon after- 
wards united, but the involuntary flux 
of urine continued occafionally for ſome 
* ſoon afterwards with the affiſ- 

| tance 
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tance of a bandage, ſhe was capable 
of walking, and on the both day 
from the operation, went to the col- 
lege of phyſicians. No inconveni- 
ence now remained, unleſs that while 


walking or ſtanding her urine” came 


away involuntarily, but even this incon- 
venience rarely N N Mm ſhe 80 
l ft fn 8 oPbns 
Such is the Aeg of the eir- 
eumſtances, the ſymptomꝭ, and event 


of the firſt performance of the ſection 


of the ſymphyſis pubis, an operation 
that was to be regarded as one of thoſe 


great and important diſcoveries, which 


was! to conſtitute an epoch in the re- 
cords of medicine, to be commemorated 
by a medal, and rewarded nn a 227 
U node 14103 

 Thave ventuted to call Scuchot s caſe 
a * hair-breadth ſeape; the preced- 
ing hiſtory of her eaſe, and the expreſs 
words of Monſ. le Roy fully prove it. I 
have likewiſe ventured to ſay, that al- 
he gd the ſymptoms in Rn were 
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too minutely detailed, manyparticularand 
eſſential ones were ĩnaccurately ſtated, or 
lurred over, as if not well underſtood in 
their probable conſequences, or otherwiſe 
meant to be feoreted from the atten» 
tion of the reader. In confirmation of 


this aſſertion; I have ſcarce the ſmall 


et doubt remaining, but that inflam- 


mation to ſuch a degree did really 


take place in the Veſica urinaria, as 
to end in gangrene and ſlough; and 


that the diſcharge which was ſo pro- 


fuſe, and by chemical analyſis found 


to be urine, paſſed through the open - 


ing ſo made, and not by the urethra. 
The preceding ſymptoms, the black 
venth day, and the manner in which 
the diſcharge then came off, ſo unlike 
the uſual way uf urine-paſſing thro the 


urethra, and indeed, ſo unlike the manner 


in which it came away before that day, 
afford together the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, if 
not abſolute conviction, that a gangrene 
of the bladder did then actually take 

place. 
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_ place.” Of: this, there is not the llight- 


eſt hint, or even ſuſpicion in any AC» 
count of the caſe, altho the probability 
of injury to the bladder, conſtitutes 2 
priori, the moſt obvious and moſt power- 


ful objection againſt the operation itſelf; 


and this grievous. conſequence therefore 
might reaſonably have been expected. 
Soon after Monſ. Sigault's memoire 


and account of the operation 


had, been 


- publiſhed, at the expence of the college, 
Monf. Piet, a Surgeon at Paris, pragtſ- 


ing midwifery, Conſeiller de! Academie 


royal de Chirurgie, and who had been 
preſent at che preceding delivery of Mrs. 


Souchot, among a great number of other 


accoucheurs, publiſhed a pamphlet“, in 


« which he is ſtrenuouſly againſt the 


operation, ſtating * que cette ſection 


„ nouvelle ne peut produite le plus 


leger avantage fans cauſer des grands 


«« .deſordres ; que fi elle n'a 


pas Etc 


"ec plus funeſte a la femme Souchot, 


* Reflexions. ſur le SeQion de le Symphyſe au Pu. 


bis. La Haye & Paris, 1778. 
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- Get qu'elle lui etoit inutile; '& 


« qu'enfin Vetat de cette femme n' eſt 
4% pas, à beaucoup! pres, hes ſatisfai- 
* « Latit qu'on la publié“ .““ 

One of the moſt material e 
Mont. Piet makes, is the reſult of an ex- 
periment on a dead body; where the offa 
pubis being divided two inches or twen- 
ty-four lines, the ſmall diameter of the 
pelvis Was very little increafed, and yet 
the illia were ſeparated | from the ſaerum 
three lines and a half, great part of the 
ligaments were Hacerated, and the! reſt 
much ſtretched. He days, N "can 


only gain three lines from the pubis to 
the ſactum by the ſection; 3 therefore 


where the Cæſarian c operation is requir- 
ed i in conſequence of the ſmall diame- 
ter being contracted, the ſeQion will 
not. ſucceed ; and wherever it will, he 
thinks the forceps may. Monſ. Piet far- 
ther ſtates, that the children of Souchot 
in her e labours v were large, while 
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the child of which the Was delivered 


dy the diviſion of the ſymphyſis, was 


10 ſmall as to have eaſily been extracted 


with the forceps; he further obſerves, : 


that the remaining fiſtula of the bladder, 
which {by the by) fully confirms my 
ſuſpicion of the injury done to that part, 
and her difficulty in walking afterwards, 
wefe ſufficient proofs that the cure was 
far from being compleat. : 

Before I quit Mon. Piet, I muſt 
beg leaye to make an extract, connected 
with this ſubject, if not immediately and 
directly applicable to this place. Mon. 
Piet ſays f, «« Graces au recherches et à 


« P experience des accoucheurs mo- 
92 dernes, il 7 a un moyen bien plus 6 


% doux qu'une ſection pour extraire 
enfant, et qu'on peut aller faifir la 
tete au detroit ſuperieure, & amener 
« ]enfant vivant & fans le moindre le- 


«c fon.” 


It is reaſonable. to 3 that this | 


opinion prevails univerſally in France 
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from the following expreſſion of Mont, 
Sue, upon quoting the above paſſage 


from Piet, Cette heureuſe decouverte 
« n appartenant pas plus 2 un accou- 
« cheur qu 4 un autres; if this is 
meant to refer either to the uſe of the 
forceps or vectis, or of any other contri- 
vance, before the head of the child has 
entered the brim of a well-formed pel- 
vis; or to the poſſibility of bringing by 
any means a living child, at full matu- 
rity and of the ordinary ſize, through 
a contracted or deformed pelvis, like 
Souchot's, this aſſertion preſents to us no 
very favourable idea of modern ſcience, 
or modern practice in France, for the 
firſt is unneceſſary, and the attempt not 
without great danger, while the laſt is 


abſolutely and utterly impracticable. 


In the following year Monf. Al- 
phonſe Le Roy, thought proper to fa- 
vour the public with his account of 
this W and his opinion of the 


* Eſſais kitorlquie, &c, fur PArt des Accouche- 
mens, Tom. I. P. 315. 
989 
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general merit of the practice F. Mon. 
Le Roy was probably envious of the high 
rewards granted to Monſ. Sigault, and 
the pre-eminent ſtation aſſigned to his 
colteague by the deſcription upon the 
medal, expreſsly declaring, that he has 

not had his due ſhare of reputation®. ' 

Mioyunſ. Le Roy appears deeply tinctured 
with enthufiaſm, conſiders the diviſion 
of the ſymphyſis as the greateſt diſco- 
very of the preſent age, is outrageouſly 
angry with Monſ. Piet fordaring to ſpeak 
diſreſpectfully of this operation, and 
expreſsly ſays of his pamphlet, * Oe 
titre n'eſt qu un voile que cacks: tout 
ve" malignite poſſible. FOG CI e UKs 


+ Recherches hiftortques & pratiques tar un fe&ion de 
1a Symphyſe de Pubis pratiquee ſur la femme Souchot, 
&c. Paris, 1777. This enquiryhas been tranſlated, I think 

very faithfully by Mr. Poignand, and publiſhed here, 
| and therefore I ſhall be very ſhort in my account of it. 

In confirmation, Monſ. Rouſſel expreſſes himſelf 
in his account of Monſ. Le Roy's book, in the fol - 
lowing words, Quanquam queſtionem ſat enucle- 
"ce ate, perſcrutatus fit, hæc tamen in eum incre- 
* pantur, quod nempe college ſuo M. Sigault, ſoli 
% inventori, & actori ſoli, cuncta prope detraxerit, 
gu in ſe, laudis & gloria ultra modum cupidus, in- 
% vidieſe refunderet. Lib. citat. p. 104. 
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Monſ. Le Roy enters very fully into 
the enquiry, ſo often, and as yet how- 
ever ſo unſatisfactorily inſtituted, viz, 
whether the junctions of the bones of 
the pelvis actually relax and ſtretch fo 
as to enlarge its capacity during partu- > 
rition. He is ſtrenuouſly on the affir- 
mative fide, quotes all the authorities 
from Hippocrates and Avicenna to Ja= 
ques d Amboiſe in the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, to Pinæus, nn and all the 
later authorities. 
Monſ. Le Roy eee e | 
to aocount for the alleged fact in the moſt 
whimſical manner, by ſuppoſing that a 
partial ſolution of the bones about the pel- 
vis takes place, and that the earthy part 
of thoſe bones is converted to the uſe of 
the fetus|}}. An obſervation too obvious 
to eſcape the moſt ſuperficial reaſoner, 
offers an inſuperable objection to this 


189 qu'il-ſe fait pendant la groſſeſſe, ſur tout du cots 
«« du baſlin, une diſſolution du principe ſolidifiant de 
« la mere, an profit de fetus.” 


N 
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2 opinion, viz. that the change produced 


in the ſtate of the pelvis only com- 
mences at the approach of labour, 
when the fetus is already completely 
formed; the final cauſe therefore aſ- 
ſigned to this ſuppoſed ſolution of the 
bones muſt be ill founded. Beſides, the 
bones of the pelvis are never found 
ſoftened, and admitting as a fact, that 
the cartilages and ligaments are ſo, they 
are invariably reſtored to their priſtine 
ſtate of ſtrength very ſoon after deli- 
very, which could not poſſibly happen, 
had they been actually deprived of their 
« principe ſolidiiant. 

Monſ. Le Roy then enters into a 


minute and tedious detaix of Mrs. Sou- 


chot's caſe, corrects ſome miſtakes in 
the manner of performing the operation 
and ſubſequent treatment, quotes two 
other ſucceſsful caſes in confirmation of 
the utility of this practice, which will 
be noticed in another ſection; and then 
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SECTION III. 


8 le Roy's Recherches, &c. and about a 
year after the firſt operation, Dr. Hun- 
ter favoured the world with his reflec- 
tions on this ſubject, they were pu- 
bliſhed in addition to Dr. Vaughan's ac- 
count the Ceſarian. gration, which 
had late V been perform at Leiceſter. 

I 1 a former Placg expreſſed my 


intention and effect of thoſe reflections, 


OON after the publication of Monſ. 


probation of the 


% 


but I then ſtated that Dr. Hunter had 


deſcribed a caſe, where he thinks, the 
diviſion of the ſymphyfis pubis might 
be a conſiderable improvement; and that 
one purpoſe of the preſent publication, 
was in | the firſt inſtance, to enquire, 
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whether the caſe, qualified by the cir- 
cumſtances Dr. Hunter deſcribes, or. 
ſuppoſes, ever does, or can exiſt; and 
afterwards to endeavour to prove, that 
if ſuch a caſe ſhould really happen, this 
operation never can be applied to its re- 
lief, with efficacy and ſafety; and thus I 
hoped to prevent the influence ſuch opi- 
nion and authority might otherwiſe juſt- 
ly be entitled to, in this country. 
After ſtating his reaſons for preferring 
the uſe of the crochet, to the diviſion of 
the ſymphyſis pubis, and ſaying that no- 
thing but the intereſts of humanity, had 
urged him to conſider this ſubject, Dr. 
Hunter proceeds thus, . I muſt add after 
all, that the ſection of the ſymphyſis, 


* 


245 may poſſibly be found to be a much 


« better reſource, than the Cæſarian 
«« operation, in a very few rare caſes, 
ce not to ſave the child, but to ſave the 
« mother, which I think a much 
«« greater object; and again, but 


« ſuppoſing a caſe where no ſucceſs can 
«© be expected from the crotchet, either 
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on account of the extraordinary nar- 
rowneſs.of the pelvis, or partly from 
that circumſtance, and partly from a 


40 great projection of the lumbar verte- 


bra, over the cavity of the pelvis, 
hardly allowing any part of the child, 
to come within the ſafe reach of the 
crotchet, in ſuch à caſe, inſtead of 


the Cæſarian ſection, which is dread- 


ful, becauſe ſo generally fatal to the 
mother; this new operation may be 


found to give the mother a good 


chance for life, and tolerable beatth, 


if it will make room ſufficient for 
bringing the child within the ſphere 
of the crotchet. This, though it 
could only be advifible in exceeding 
few . caſes, might be a conſiderable 
improvement, becauſe it would have 
the advantage over the Cæſarian ope- 
ration, of ſaving the mother, Rn 
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135 AN ESSAY. ON ._ 
The whole cantente of this quotation 


are founded on a ſuppoſed caſe, which 1 
believe never did, or can happen, I p 


am perſuaded there never exiſted a preg- 
nant woman, with a pelvis ſo ſmall, 

and its cavity ſo contracted, or its upper 
aperture ſo much leſſened, by the pro- 


jection of the laſt lumbar vertebra, as 


not to allow the child to come 3 
« in the ſafe reach of the crotchet "i 
but admitting the fa& poſſible, I am 


convinced that no additional ſpace, 


which could be gained, by the divi- 
fion of the ſymphyſis, will make 
« room ſufficient, in ſuch a pelvis, 
„ to bring the child, within the 
« ſafe reach, or ſphere of the crot- 
« chet.” The ſpace gained from pubis 
to. facrum by the diviſion of the ſym- 
phyſis, may be about four lines, or one 
third of an inch at moſt, and to pro- 
cure even that ſpace, che oſſa pubis 


muſt be ſeparated compleatly, two 


inches and a half. Wherever the pelvis 
is ſo my ſmall, that the Czſarian ope- 
ration 


ration, according to Dr. Hunter's opi- 
nion, would have become neceflary; 
It is clearly impoſſible, that the addi- 
tional ſpace of four lines, ſhould render 
delivery by the e * ſafe, or 
practicable. | : 
But when we advert to the maimed 
and weakened ſtate of the pelvis, and its 
conſequent inability after the . diviſion 
of the ſymphyſis, to ſuſtain the violence 
and. repeated exertions, unavoidable in 
the uſe of the crotchet; and at the 
ſame time, when we reflect upon the 
miſchief, that the ſoft parts muſt inevita - 
bly ſuffer from the diviſion, particu» = 
larly thoſe which lie immediately behind, 
and in contact with the oſſa pubis; 
firſt, dy being torn from the bones to 
which they are naturally connected, af- 
terwards, by being expoſed for a con- 
ſiderable time to the external air, and 
laſt of all, by being preſſed againſt the 
divided edges of the bones, in the paſ- 
ſage of the child's head; when, I ſay, 
all theſe circumſtances are conſidered, 
UN TUE BITTEN ee K WE 
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we muſt conclude, that the operation 

in the caſe ſuppoſed by Dr. Hunter, 
inſtead of ** giving the mother a good 
& chance for life, and tolerable Ki yn” 
will be as certainly fatal to her, as the 
crotchet muſt have already proved to the 


child. The difficulty and extreme danger 
of this particular fituation, tho' moſt rea 


ſonably to be expected, do not however 
reſt upon aſſertion, conjecture, or opinion; 
Profeſſor Guerard's caſe (to be related by 
and by) is exactly in point, and confirms 
by experiment, what was to be expected 
a priori. The child's head in that caſe 
was opened, after the diviſion of the 
ſymphyſis had been performed, but the 
profeſſor was, notwithſtanding, foiled in 
every attempt to deliver, both by the 
forceps, and crotchet, and the event in 
the end proved fatal to the mother“. 
Yet this unfortunate woman's pelvis, 
meaſu red to en and a half, from 

pines 


In tantis rerum anguſtiis,' ad sen t e 
* confugerunt remedium, perforarunt nimirum cra- 
66 nium 
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| pubis to ſacrum, dimenſions by no means 
| nes either the Cæſarian operation, 
or the ſection of the ſymphyſis. The 


event of this caſe demonſtrates a for- © 


tiori, the danger and inefficacy of _— 
practice in Dr. Hunter's ſuppoſed eas 5 
or where the pelvis is ſo ſmall as to re- 
quire the Cæſarian operation. It may 
likewiſe not be improper to add, that 
the diameter from pubis to ſacrum was 
in this caſe only increaſed to lines by 
the ſeparation of the oſſa pubis Tg. 
To divide the ſymphyſis pubis, merely 
to make room to deſtroy the child, and af- 
terwards extract it with the crotchet, is 
to defeat the very end and intention of 
the operation, and to deprive it of the 


% nium magno 'negotio, efluente cerebro cranium 
«© paululum magis decendebat, unci applicatio locum 
non habebat nec non etiam forceps, & licet quidem 
„ offa quædam obripiebantur, caput tamen ſemper 
*< manebat immotum. Guerard. lib. citat. p. 14. 

+ ** Pelvis diametri nunc accuratius luſtrare vale. 
«© bant & quidem conjugata naturalis erat 2 pollicum 


«« Paris, Eadem diameter ducta promontoreo oſſis 


% ſacri ad pubis oſſa a ſe invicem remota, duabus 
, ſolumedo lincis erat major.” 
| only 


0 i : ” 
* 5 * 
8 8 * . Lt 7 . ff 2 > Ws » 


only ſpecious, the only poflible excuſe, 
| wir can be made for it; it is to expoſe 
the mother to great pain, and extreme 
danger, without neceſſity, ahd without 
even the poſſibility of an equivalent. 
Notwithſtanding the reſpect I always 
entertain for Dr. Hunter's opinion, and 
the diffidence of my own on the com- 
pariſon, I cannot in this inſtance but 
highly difapprove of that trifling and 
unmanly want of decifion, which, while 
it reprobates the operation upon the prin- 
_ ciples and with the view which originally 
gave rife to it, unaccountably ſubſtitutes 
an imaginary neceſſity, in order to re- 
commend that practice as a * conſi- 
derable improvement,” which I am bold 
to ſay, no circumſtance whatſoever, real or 
imaginary, can even render a warrant= 
able operation. 

I cannot conclude che review of Dr. 
Hunter's reflexions on this ſubject, with- 
out expreſſing my aſtoniſhment, that a 
man of his extenſive knowledge and ex- 
ceſſive caution, ſhould not have been 

| aware 
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aware of the injury the ſoft patts might 


ſuffer in this operation, although ſuch 


inj ary ſeemed obviouſly to be expected 


a priori, and has been uniformly to 2 
certain degree, and in many inſtances, 


even fatally confirmed by experience. 
Monſ. Rouſſel de Vauzeſme + in 


the following year publiſhed a Theſis 
which he had before defended in' the. 


ſchools at Paris. As it contains a ve: 


particular and circumſtantial accoltiht of 


the operation, and an hiſtorical detail of its 
progreſs, and ſucceſs, as well as much other 
curious matter, I hope to be excuſed for 
being very particular in my analyſs of it. 
| Monf. Rouſſel ſeems to have enter- 
tained the moſt extravagant, and the 
moſt prepoſterous opinion of the bene- 
fit, which was in future to be derived to 
, ſociety by this invention; he has even 
exceeded the Faculté de la Medicine in 
expreſſions of enthuſiaſm, for he ſets 
out with directly, or obliquely com- 


++ De Sections $ympbyſcos offium pubis adwitens 
Paris 1778. 
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paring it to ſome of thoſe great Ace 
veries, which have ſo rarely happened, as 
to form epochs even in the hiſtory of 
the world. 

He ſlightly and indeed only . 
17 mentions Columbus, and particularly 


the ſeverity of treatment he experienced 


after his ſingular diſcovery of Ame- 
rica, but immediately adds, © Erras gra- 


« viter fi ſectionis ſymphyſeos actorem, 


r gloriæ inventionis ſecure potitum cre- 
c dideris.” He then deſcribes and 


reprobates the various and improper 
means uſed by the adverſaries in depre- 


ciating this great diſcovery; and then 
adds, Nil mirum eadem omnes cla- 


% rorum inventorum auctores ſors ma- 


2”, 


« net,” and in direct words compares 
the treatment of Monſ. Sigault, with 
the ſuppoſed treatment of Harvey on 


127 diſcovery of the circulation. 
He next endeavours to reſcue the 


fame of Monſ. Sigault from the envy 
of the preſent generation, and to reſt it 


he 


8 beeps JRITION. 12g 


"7 ger Aides n conjici- 
e mus, and after ſtating that ſome 
foreign ſocieties have adoptec the ope- 
ration in conformity with the Faculté 


de la Medicine at Paris, he prothetically 


exclaims ** non longam poſt clapſam an- 


ir norum ſeriem, inter e ma- 
_ & eine ſalutiferas annumeretur.” The 


whole preface is the moſt curious com- 


poſition of extravagance of ſentiment 


and expreſſion, that the moſt ingenious 
in the art of puffing, (even in that coun- 
ty) can combine together. 3 
Monſ. Rouſſel de Vauzeſme arranges 
his matter in five diſtinct chapters.” In 
the firſt he gives only a ſhort deſerip- 


tion of the child's head, the pelvis, and 


a view of natural labour; corrects ſome 


miſtakes both of the ancients and mo- 


derns, congratulates the world on the 


diſcovery of this operation, and pro- 


miſes to ſhew how nature eee i out 
to the dieoverer. 8 
* mage yo 
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In the next chapter, with becoming 
induſtry, he. collects all the authorities 
both ancient and modern, . and with 5 
conſiderahle ability demonſtrates, as he 
ſuppoſes, that the cartilages and liga- 
ments of the pelvis ſwell and relax dur- 
ing geſtation; and by that means the ca- f 
pacity of the pelvis is enlarged · to a uſeful 
degree in parturition... To account fox. 
this effect ſatisfactorily, he adopts the 
following whimſical opinion of Monſ. Le 
Roy“, viz. “ that during geſtation, na- 
«« ture ſeems to produce a ſolution of that 
« principle which gives ſolidity and firm- 
«« neſs to the body, particularly to the 
« bones and cartilages of the pelvis.” 
He then reverts to all the more ancient, 
and many modern authors, particularly 
to Monſ. Bertin, as the lateſt and high- . 
eſt authority; and after expreſſing much 
ſurprize, that no perſon who had acknow- 
ledged wala fact, ſhould ** thought of 


4 lin . 


# cc rh tunc 3 princigii 1 ſola- d 


*« tionem moliri natura videtur.“ P. 39. 
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| uffſting nature's endeavours by the ame 
\ means, he at length arrives at the ſum- 
mit of his complimentary. climax in the 
following words, which I muſt beg leave 
to repeat, At tandem Cl. Sigault, D. 
% M. P. hec alta mente diu revolvens 
* folus divino guafi affiatus numine quam 
* monſtrarat natura viam ingreditur,” 
and concludes the chapter with an ac- 
count of Monſ. Sigault's propoſal to 
the Royal Academy, their rejection of 
it, Monſ. Le Roy's adoption, &c. all 
of which have been related before. 
Is the third chapter he fays, that 
when the deformity of the pelvis is 
diſcovered in time to be certainly 
ſuch, as that a child at full maturity 
cannot be extracted through it with 
ſafety; he thinks premature labour | may 
be brought, on in the ſeventh or eighth 
month, in the ſame manner as has been 
recommended in uterine. hemorrhages*, 
by Puzos, Trautmann, &c, and which 


* Page 68. 5 55 
L 2 „he 


4 
— 


* 


— 


ſuch an additional ſpace will be ſuffi- 


ia A % o 

he further ſays, has been practiſed with 
ſucceſs, to prevent the Czſarian operation 
in a very ſmall pelvis by Monſ. Vacher 
de la Feutrie. But he adds, “ if utero 
« geſtation is advanced to the ninth 
« month before the deformity be diſco- 
* vered, in that caſe, the ſection of the 
« ſymphyſis pubis is to be immediately 
« reſorted to as the only remedy.” He 


next endeavours to aſcertain what are the 


dimenfions of the pelvis which require 
this operation, becauſe not admitting aſ- 
fiſtance either from the vectis, or forceps; 
and he ſtates the diſtance of two inches 
and a half from pubis to ſacrum, as the 
preciſe dimenſions, for this reaſon ; be- 
cauſe immediately upon dividing the 
ſymphyſis, the two oſſa pubis will ſe- 
parate te inches and a half, and by ſuch 
a ſeparation the ſhort diameter of the 
pelvis from pubis to ſacrum will be en- 
larged fx or ſeven lines; and he thinks 


cient to permit any living child to paſs 
through, or at leaſt, that a conſiderable 


por- 
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6 portion of the head may be ſqueezed 
into the opening between the divided 
oſſa pubis, and thus * quaſi per viam 
« regiam & patentem felicius erumpet 
«« infans, He then deſcribes a ge- 
nuine enclavement, where the head of 
the child having entered the brim of 
the pelvis is ſo impacted in the cavity 


that it can neither deſcend, nor be puſh- 


ed up; in this caſe, after the forceps 
have failed, he recommends the ſection 
in preference to the crotchet, calling it 
« fola ſalutis anchora,” and adds  hzc 
6 ſola vincit, triumpbat®." _ 

After allowing however that in mon- 
ſters, in extra- uterine conceptions, &c. 
the Cæſarian operation may be done, he 
expreſſes his earneſt wiſhes that it might 
be altogether expelled from the preſent 
practice, Nos modo in votis vehe- 
« mentur habemus ut oblivione | fere 
oe, perpetua jaceat hæc operatio, and 
both in the text, and the notes he contraſts 
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thes fatal conſequences of the coll 


operation with the mild and beneficial 
effects of his © fmplici Na & tutiſima 
« ſimul ſectio ſymphyſeos.” He con- 
cludes the chapter with the uſual ex- 
travagance | of expreſſion, ſaying, that 
now all women “ nec ægre, nec peri- 
wy culo 2%, divinitus miſſe ſectionis m 
« phyſcos auxilio parturire potuiſſunt||.” . 

The fourth chapter contains the 
method of performing the operation, 

which being exactly the ſame as before 
deſcribed, it is unneceſſary to repeat ; 
except indeed, that he adviſes, what to 
me ſeems alrogether unneceſſary, viz. 
that two aſſiſtants ſhould lay their right 
hands firmly on the illia, to prevent 
the violent and ſudden ſeparation, which 
might otherwife rupture the anterior 
ſacro-illiac ligaments ; an accident, he 
fays, much apprehended by the Cæſa- 
riant. The delivery is thus accompliſhed 
in a few minutes, by his account, with- 


ll P. 83. 155 
. 4 out 
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deut pain, and without danger. He adds, 
that perhaps one of the crura clitorides 
may be cut, but that neither the blad- 
der or meatus need be touched, nor any 
large veſſels or nerves neceſſarily wound- 
ed; he then exultingly aſks, ** quid 
« igitur peracta, pertimeſcendum ? Do- 
& ores, rupturas, effufiones, inflamma- 
« fiones, coalitus impaſſibilitatem, deluſæ 
« imaginationis phantaſmata vere dixe- 
% rim.” And if any other imaginary 
dangers alarm, he boldly appeals to ex- 
perience, as<* rerum potior magiſtra,” to 
_ diſpel them. How far thoſe alarming 
ſymptoms juſt deſcribed by Monſ. Rouſ- 
ſel, are to be conſidered as deluſee 
« imagints phantaſmata,” and how far 
experience, his rerum potior magiſira” 
will ſtand him in any eſſential ſtead to 
eſtabliſn his doctrine, or even juſtify 
his confident appeal to her, the fatal 
event of ſeveral caſes to be preſently 
recited, will too n demon- 
ſtrate! 
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| Monſ. Rouſſel next deſcribes the par · 


ticulars of Mrs. Souchot's caſe as al. 
the operation has been performed ten 
times, and adds Hur uſque res profdere 
te cedentes, jam in ventionis eximiæ invvi- 
te dis aut afſenſum, aut filentium impe- 
«-rant*.” And in a note he deſcribes 
all theſe caſes, ſome in a very accurate 
manner, while others are only ſlightly 
mentioned. But the hiſtory and event 
of thoſe caſes belong to another ſec- 
tion, where I purpoſe to collect together 
all the facts which have come to r 5 
knowledge. 

Monſ. Rouſſel farther ventures to 
prognoſticate, that the operation may 
wit bout danger be repeated two, three, 
or even more times on the ſame patient. 

The laſt chapter is only a compen- 
dions recapitulation of the contents, 
but with ſome expreſſions which ought 
not to pals unnoticed. After repeat- 
ing. again the ä requiring 


Page 96. 
the 
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the Ceſarian operation, and giving the 
| Preference to the diviſion of the ſymphy- 
fis, and applying to the event of Souehot's 
caſe, , and the repeated experiments ſuc- 
ceſsfully made in various countries, 
he emphatically exhorts, ** Nova igitur 
« in promptuarium artis accipiatur ope- 
e ratio quæ cito & tuto perficitur, quam 
% ipſamet zaturg commonſtrat, expoſtulat, 
% adjuvat; que fœtum in auras vitales 
* evocat, nullo parturientis diſcrimine*®, 
Sc. and again repeats that nature + 
te points out this operation, and that 
« experience by the happieſt effects, has 
% confirmed its utility.” 

Such are the chief contents of Monſ. 
Rouſſel's book, which I muſt confeſs is 


the defence of an able advocate, who 


avails himſelf of all ſorts of means in 
favour of his client, and a bad cauſe, 
and who makes ample amends for 
every deficiency of proof, by bold aſſer- 
tions, and panygerical declamation. For 


page 110. + Page 111. 
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were all his extravagant accounts of the 
beneficial effects of this new-fangled 
operation to be collected together, and 
conſidered as genuine evidence, it would 
be the e, eaſieſt, and moſt perfect re- 
medy ever invented by the ingenuity of 
Te, | . 
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R. J. C. Loder, Profeſſor of Ana- 
tomy, Midwifery, &c. at Jena, 
and who is at preſent in London, has 
been ſo obliging as to favour me with 
his Diſſertation ® on this ſubje&. It is a 


very able and ingenious defence of this 


operation, founded upon. theory, and a 
very accurate anatomical knowledge of 
the parts concerned. But the profeſſor, 
never having performed the operation, 
and of courſe not knowing the material 
objections from experience, I truſt his 


Ib had before ſeen an abſtract of it in the New 
Bibliotheca Chirurgica publiſhed by S. H. de Vi- 
giliis Von Creutzenfeld in 1781 at Vienna, which 


he had taken from Richter's Chirurg. Bibl, where - 


It had been highly recommended as an accurate trea- 
tiſe on the ſubject. | LES 
4 Can- 
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candour will not permit him to expect 
much reſpect to be paid to his theoreti- 
cal recommendation at this time, when the 
operation has been tried between twenty 
and thirty times, under all the teal and 
different circumſtances, ſuppoſed by the 
partiſans to require and juſtify it. | 
Profeſſor Loder ſeems to have enter- 
tained the ſame unaccountable predi- 
lection for this new operation, that all the 
other early partiſans did, and which fir 
induced him to adopt the fame extrava- 
gant expreffions, as primo inde tem- 
% pore quo mihi innotuit, mis 
* ngſtri evi inventis adnumerandum eſſe 
« cenſui, adding & nunc minime 
% dubia aliorum experientia confirma- 
« tus methodi hujus præſtantiam, quan- 
« tum, &c. and which afterwards pre- 
vented him from ſuppoſing any danger 
could happen from it; or otherwiſe he 
certainly would not have recommended 
it in the following manner, inſtead of the 
forceps; after quoting from Stein an opi- 
nion, that the Cæſarian operation ĩs always 
ne- 


＋ P. 34. 
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thy when the ſmall diameter of 
| the pelvis does not exceed three inches, 
he adds, Nec ubi tres pollices & di- 
„ midium, minor pelvis diameter zquet, 
a forcipi locum eſſe credimus, fed po- 


re tius ran diſſectionem common 5 | 


% Yamus.” And he afterwards ſpeaks of 
the : febricula only, which may ſucceed the 
operation. He then recites Monf.” Si- 
gault's and Profeſſor Seibold's caſes, and 
which he thinks combined with Cam- 
per's experiments: . Satis demonſtrant, 
*« quantum utilitatem oſtendat Sigaul- 
« tiana ſectio, quibus in caſibus præ- 
«© cepue commendands At, quantifque lau- 
« dibus extollendus fit ejus inventor quem, 
« f qua meritorum juſta fit aftimatio, 
Co PRO genus oy 3 os POP, | ne- 
« quit,” 

Dr. Emanuel Bentely choſe this ope- 
tion + for the ſubje& of his inaugural 
Theſis, when he graduated at Straſ- 
burg, in Fam year 1779. 


+ De Se&ione Synchondroſeos Offium Pubis. 
| Dr. 


2 Sk > 2. 2 
—— 
4 


42 


x20 PSII i r. r 
Y ge 2 R — 8 . 1 : 
7 e K 2 > e ＋— HT — "37s 
— — 7 7M &- IF 2 r — 2 


w FE” ” — 5 
Fi — — —* ws - 
— 
: $ > 4 
© 4 


e 
* 


* 


* AN ESS AY ON 


Dr. Bentely begina with a minuten and 
Acourate deſcription of the union of the 
bones of the pelvis; he particularly 
endeavours to aſcertain that the inter- 
vening cartilages differ from the carti- 


lages placed between the vertebræ of the 
ſpine ; and after deſcribing all the liga- 
ments which unite the bones of the 
pelvis, from Weitbreght's Syndeſmo- 
logia, he recites the arguments and 
authorities for the bones ſeparating in 


labour, upon which this operation was 


firſt founded. He is diſpoſed to believe, 


that although the oſſa pubis may be ſe- 
parated one inch and a half, or even two 


inches, yet the ſpace gained in the dia- 


meter from pubis to ſacrum will never ex- 
ceed four lines. To aſcertain that fact he 
holds to be of the firſt importance, towards 
determining the merit of the operation, 


and therefore gives eleven experiments; 
five made by Ripping, in the Hotel Dieu 


at Paris; and ſix by Profeſſor Lobſtein 
at Straſburg, all of which appear to have 
been accurately made and faithfully de- 


ſcribed. 


 LABORIOUS PARTURITION. | in * 
feribed.. In the .five experiments made 
by, Manſ. Ripping, he never gained 
N quite four lines from pubis to facrum * 
and in the fix experiments made by 

7 Profeſſor Lobſtein, it appears, that in 
one only he gained three. lines, and in 
that caſe the oſſa pubis were ſeparated 
two inches and a quarter; but that by 
extreme violence ſeparating them three 
inches, he gained fix lines or half an 
inch, but then he obſerves, all the ſoft 
parts attached to the arch of the pelvis 
were torn open, as well as the ligamen- 
toſe membrane uniting the illia and ſa- 
crum. Two of theſe experiments being 
made on the bodies of women, one. of 

whom died in child-bed,. and the other 
during utero-geſtation,. and therefore in 
point, I have ſubjoined below the whole 
deſcrip-tion of them, not only to pre- 
vent any miſtake, but likewiſe as a ſa- 
tisfactory ſpecimen of the accurate man- 
ner in which they are made. 


Dr. 


+ Ripping, Difert. ſiſtens e de Pelvi animad- 
verſiones. Ludg. Batav. 1776. 
% In fœmina 22 circiterannorum, ſexto fere menſe 
2 praviditatis, hydrope mortua ſtatim poſt mortem 
; ſec- 
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1 che Cotes nas — e 
% mortuus extrahebatur; quo facto dein any 6g rad 
et offium pubis luſtrando, S mobilitas clare > 
1 obſervabatur. . e 
Fata nunc e eee . 
** ſione partium ſuhjacentium, pubis ofa ſponte a ſe \ 
*« inyicem ſecedebant 4 lin. 
% Levi femorum diductione ad 1 poll. bas Un. 
„ Majori diductione 22 2 poll. 4 lin. 
| © Partes,tync ſubtus jacentes in extremo filionis 
ec  perizulp verſabantur. 
* Aperto cadavere diametri naturales publs offibus 
4% ad fe n adduRis tales erant. 
in apertura ſuperioti· 
4 « ; Conjugats = =} poll. 9 lin. 
e Tranſverſa 2 5 poll. 1 lin. oe 
„ Obliqua = 4 poll. 8 lin. Anon 
Is apertura inferior. 
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* „ Trankrecks © = 3 poll. 11 lin. 

% Piductis pubis offibus ad 2 poll. 3 lin. | 

- © Diametri tunc fic ſeſe habebant. 
In apertura ſuperiori. 


« Conjugata = = 4 poll. 4 
«« Tranſverſi = 5 poll. 6 lin. 


re Obliqua = 5 poll. Günni 1 
In apertura inferiori. 
& Tranſverſa = 4 poll. 11 lin. 
: % DiduQis pubis offibus ad 3 poll. 
« Diametri erant in apertura 90 
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a Cong = 4 poll. 3 lin. "OMA, Lake 
| DIR. = 5 poll. g lin. 5 
l «< In apertura inferiori. | 
- 4 'Tranſverſa = 5 poll. 3 lin. 
« Diſruptæ autem tunc 3 hinc inde 
"Us partes molles arcui offium pubis ſubjacentes, nec 
4 non etiam membrana illa ligamentoſa ſynchondrofin - 
** {acro-iliacam i intus in pelvis cavo obvolvenn © 
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« Inſtitutum fuit in Puerpera m_ die poſt par- 


«« Diametri naturales erant e 
In apertura ſuperiori. 
«© Conjugata = 3 poll. 10 lin. 
% Tranſverſa = 5 poll. 3 lin. 
In apertura inferiori. 
% Tranſverſa = 4 poll. 6 lin. - 
«« Facta ſectione, diductiſque pubis oflibusnd I 2 
«< Conjugata erat = 3 poll. 11 lin. 
«« Tranſverſa = 5 poll. 8 lin. 
* In apertura inferiori. | 
« Tranſverſa = 5 poll. 4 lin. * 
„ Diductis pubis offibus ad 14 poll. 
Conjugata erat = 3 poll. 111 lin. 
% Tranſverſa = 5-poll. 9 lin. 
In inferiori apertura. 
*« Tranſverſa = 5 poll. 8+ lin. . 
Diductis pubis oſſibus ad 2 poll. 
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| joints, the conſequent bn e of the 


body, from the weakneſs of thoſe joints: - 
and of the ſymphyſis pubis, particular - 
Iy che latter, which Ripping telates, con- 


tinued till death, in all the dogs except 
one, that were the ſubjects of his experi 


ments. I have quoted the paſſage below, 
from Bentely, as I have not been able 5 


* procure Ripping's diſſertation . 


+ 


tc In apertura ſuperiors. 
*© Conjugata erat = 4 poll. 1 lin. 
* Tran ſverſa = 5 poll. 10 lin, 
In apertura inferiori. 
80 Trankverſa = = 5 poll. 11 lin. 
*« Remotis pubis oflibus ad 21 poll. 
In apertura ſuperiocr erat: 
*c Conjugata = 4 poll. 2 lin. 
. *© Tranſverſa ='6 poll. 2 lin. 
£ In inferiori apertura. 
« Tranſverſa = 6 poll. 4 lin. ko 
Oſſa innominata pro ratione diduRionis offinm 
« pubis etiam ab oſſe ſacro in antica ſui parte 
I ſecedebant ſeſeque ab illo ſeparabant.“ 


+ * prouti Ripping (Dif, eit. 5 ** p. 38) ob- 
** ſervavit in canibus huicce operationi propoſitis, in 
** quibus ſanatio facta fuit ope ſubſtantie ligamentoſz 
XL ab 5 & infexiori ren hanc men. 
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fr baue lie, ches if in the operation, 


either the cartilages or the bones be 


8 and the parts are to be made 


whole by ſuppuration taking place, and 


callus Fotming J it is highly probable 
that 4 Carles of the bones will enſue; 


and that the wound will remain ffuloſe,; ; 
as was. teally: the 
Wurtzbutg; fot near a year after the 
operation. The union of the bones is 


eaſe with the woman at 


greatly prevented, he ſays, from the diffi- 
eulty of keeping them without motion a 
proper time; for the abdominal muſcles 
being inſerted into the oſſa pubis, the 


ſighteſt motion of theſe, muſt move one 
or other of the divided bones. He 


concludes by ſayin g. that where the con- 


traction of the upper aperture of the 


diameter from pubis to ſacrum, is ſuch 
as to require the Cæſarian operation, 
the mall * of three or W Lines, 


Y 


- © altace, 653464 nulla ſubſtantia be N. 


* chondroſis etiam ſemper erat mobilis ue 4 ne- 
<5 cem, dum, nunguam niſi. in une, in quo nempe of- 
2 been ſubſtantiam leſerat, calli yeſtigium ende: 


wr rit,” ſect. LVII. p. 61. 
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: which is all that can be gained es 
| Fey rats will never be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer the purpoſe of that operation. If 
the contraction be at the lower aper - 
ture, and a ſufficient ſpace could be cer- 
tainly procured by it, yet the dangers 
and difficulties attending it are ſuch as 
to render the event very doubtful. - 
In the ſame year, ' 1799, Dr. * P. 
Weidaann publiſhed his theſis at Wurtz- 
He was led 
to chuſe this ſubject, partly from its 
novelty, and importance, but princi- 
pally, as he ſays, from having fortu- 
- mately had an opportunity of ſeeing, both 
the Cæſatian operation, and the diviſion 
of the ſymphyſis performed by the Pre- 
ſident Seibold, whoſe caſe of the latter 
operation we ſhall have occaſion to take 
more particular notice of, by and by. 
Dr. Weidmann, with great modeſty, 
fays, he does not pretend, abſolutely to 


* «© Comparatio inter ſectionem Czſariam, & dif- 
e ſectionem cartilaginis & ligamentorum pelvis, in 
t partu ab pelyis anguſtiam impoſſibili, ſuſcipien 
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F ae the merits of the two c 
- .. rations ;-he only means to offer the t 


at "caſes to the conſideration of his e 


to ſtate and compare the difficulties and 
dangers, the advantages and inconve- 
niences of each operation, hoping, that 


ſome benefit may be thereby derived both 


to the profeſſion and ta the public, and 
that abler and more experienced men, 
and of greater proficiency in the art, 


will | beſtow their attention upon this 
ſubject, and that certain rules for pre- 


ference may by that means e eſta- 


bliſhed. 


He firſt gives a ſhort hiſtorical de- 8 "Feats 
tail of the Cæſarian operation, from the * 
_ firſt performance by Nafer at Siegers- 


hauſen, as deſcribed by Caſpar Bauhin, 
in his Appendix to Rouſetus, even to the 
caſes which happened lately in this coun- 
try. He then recites the particulars of 


a caſe where the Cæſarian operation was 


performed by the Prefident Seibold, at 


which he was preſent and acted as aſ- 
t and where it ended fatally; ; he 
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accurately deſcribes: the- difle&ion of * 
the body, and particularly the: dimen- 
 fions of the pelyis, by which it appears, 
there was a ſpace of.:2pq' inches and ſeven 
lines from pubis to ſacrum. He after- 
wards gives a ſhort hiſtorical detail of 
che ſection of the ſymphyſis, in which 
he corrects ſome confiderable miſtakes, in 
the account of two or three of the caſes 
to be related in the next ſection. He 
then deſcribes the Prefident Seibold's 
caſe of the diviſion. of the ſymphyſis, at 
which he was likewiſe prefent, with 
every poſſible degree of accuracy, and 
even to a weariſome minutenelſs.. -. 
He thinks, that if the diviſion of the 
ſymphyſis ought ever to be performed, 
it is only where the diameter from pubis 
to ſacrum meaſures three inches, where 
the head preſents and 1s not very large; 
but even in that caſe, he aſks & whe- 
« ther it may not be better to bring on 
« labour at the ſeventh month? for by 
« that means leſs danger will be incur- 
red by the 4 and probably the 
« child 


. LABORIOUS PARTURITION. 267 
. child may be delivered alive.” He 
"i the C#ſarian operation is indicated 
in every deformity, where a child can- 
not by any other means be certainly 
born alive, thus implying a moſt inju“ 
dicious prejudice againſt the uſe of the 
crotchet, and to my comprehenſion, a 
moſt unwarrantable predilection for the 
child's ſafety in preference to the mo- 
ther's, and which he further explains and 
enforces in his Poſitiones ex univerſa 
Medicina, at the end of his Theſis, by 
ſaying, In fetum viuum, uncas & per- 
« foratoria algo. N Jacinus 

* eff. ' 
Wie this operation engaged the at- 
tention of many ingenious men in Ger- 
many, it became a party affair at Paris, 
between the Faculté de la Medicine, 
and the Surgeons of that city, as ſta- 
ted by Monſ. Sue, who in taking a 
comprehenſive review of the ſubje& 
from the firſt performance to the time 
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he wrote, includes an account of Meſſ. 
Herritier, Etienne, Pellaton, &c. He 
particularly deſcribes and reprehends this 
diſpute, but diſapproves of the ridicule 
throw upon it by an author of ſome wit, 
who in a letter from a ſuppoſed Coun- 
teſs propoſes to erect. a Statue to Mon, 
Sigault, Ce mortel le plus owes & 
« le plus fete, qui eut jamais et 5 

Monſ. Baudeloque enters oy fully 
| Into the examination of this ſubject, 
and relates the following obſervations, 
as the reſult of a number of ne 
made in the Hotel Die. 

After the diviſion of the Ginphyſie, 
when the thighs were moderately ſepa- 
rated, he ſays the two oſſa pubis were 
from three to ſix lines aſunder; and 
that the oſſa pubis never could be ſe- 
parated two inches and half, without 
the thighs being brought to right an- 


Eſſais IN ſur VPArt des Accouchemens, 
Page 296. 

+ See VArt des Accouchemens, Tom. 2 F. 720. 
Paris 1781. 
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vl 41 with the trunk; nor without 1 
| ceration to the facro-illiac ligaments, 
| Which began earlier or later, accord- 
ing to the particular dimenſions of the 
+2 pelvis. - In one pelvis: of three inches 
and a quarter diameter, from pubes to 
ſacrum, the oſſa pubis were not ſeparated 
one inch, before the ſacro - illiac ſym- 
phyſes were opened, one a line and a 
half, the other a line; and when the 
oſſa pubis were ſeparated two inches 
and a half, one of them was open to 
five lines, and the other to three lines 
and half, and the perioſteum and liga- 
ments were torn on both ſides. And he 
further obſerved, that the oſſa pubis 
never were equally removed, and hence 
the ſacro- illiac ſymphyſes were differ- 
ently opened, from two to ſeven lines. 
He likewiſe ſays, whenever the exter- 
nal wound was two inches and half in 
extent, it was invariably torn both above 
and below, and ſometimes to ſeveral 
fingers breadth. He obſerves from the 
reſult of his experiments, that the ſnort 
N dia= 
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diameter is increaſed from four to fix 
lines by a ſeparation of the oſſa pubis to 
two inches and half; a ſpace by no 
means ſufficient to make amends for 
the diſproportion between a child's head 
and dimenſions requiring the Czfarian 


operation, eſpecially as the ſpace gained 
by it could only enlarge the tranſverſe 
diameter. Monſ. Baudeloque however 


that a greater ſpace may be procured by 
it in a contracted than in a well- formed 
pelvis; and that if the ſmall diameter is not 
naturally more than fourteen or fifteen 
lines, he thinks nine lines may be gained, 
if the oſſa pubis are ſeparated two in- 
ches and half; but if the child's head 
is of the uſual ſize, the ſmall diameter 
from one parietal bone to the other is 
three inches and half, and thus there 
wall ſtill remain fifteen or ſixteen lines 
more in the volume of the head, than in 
the capacity of the pelvis, of what ef- 

ſential 


allows, with the partiſans of the ſeQion, 


3 
1 


ſential uſe then, he aſks, can the opera- 
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tion be, eyen in that deformity fy 55.3 
He then endeavours to diſeredit Monſ, 
Le Roy's account of bis operations, 
where, in one inſtance, he ſays, the fide 

of the child's head, and in another, the 
occiput inſinuated itſelf into the opening 
of the ſymphyſis. He takes great pains 
to correct a miſtake that the partiſans 
of this operation have always made, by 
ſuppoſing, that when a certain ſpace was 
wanting to either diameter at the upper 
aperture of the pelyis, if that ſpace was 
gained, whether to the diameter wanting 
it, or the other, the benefit would be the 
ſame; but the fact he obſerves is undoubt - 
edly otherwiſe, for no additional ſpace 
gained to the long diameter will at all 
make amends for a deficiency in the fhort 
one, where it is only wanted. He fevere- 
ly reprehends the Preſident Seibold for 
his reafoning on the caſe where he 
performed this: operation, particularly 
for acknowledging and regreting that 
he (un bomme veritablement inftruit }" 
could 


* 


— — 


% * * 
5 WW. Ch. ak BEIT a ous 
24 22 
wall 


2 — 4 1 
» ” . 8 7 
727 * wg 
— — —— Re... — — — - — - - 
* 


* 


* bo L 
* 4 , 
* * 5 . 0 i * 1 8 * * 


new method of delivery. He next 


proves, that the two illia muſt be re- 


moved from the ſacrum, in proportion 
as the oſſa pubis ſeparate, except at the 


poſterior edge; and he then coneludes that 
this edge, aſſiſted by the poſition of the 
body on a hard table, will preſs the os 
ſacrum inwards, and thus to a certain de- 
gree, this preſſure muſt have a tendeney to 


leſſen the ſhort diameter. Monſ. Baude- 


loque after coneluding the proofs of the 
inadequateneſs of the operation, to pro- 


cure a ſufficient ſpace to anſwer the inten- 


ded purpoſe, aſſures the moſt zealous 
friends and partiſans, (notwithſtanding 
Monſ. Le Roy's aſſertion) that “ it is 
not prejudice, but conviction, which has 
induced him to take a decided part againſt 
this operation. He then accurately exa- 
mines the ſucceſs of the caſes which had 
come to his knowledge; but that part 
falls into the intention of the next ſec- 


® P. 254. 
tion. 
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tion. P artly however to examine the 


effects of the operation in a pelvis of ſuch 
2 degree of deformity as to requite the 

Ceſarian operation; but eſpecially to 
diſcredit: Monſ. Le Roy's caſe of Bel 
loy (which will be more particularly 


conſidered by and by) Monſ. Baude- 


loque recites the following experiment, 


which though very long I hope to be 


excuſed, for:tranſcribing as it is ſingular- 
ly and exactly in point, the woman hav- 
ing died after the Cæſarian operation. 


Cette experience fut fait a l Hötel- 
% Dieu de Paris, le 15 Aofit 1779; en 


« preſence de M. Moreau, Chirurgien- 


„Major dudit H0pital,' de MM. De- 


„ leurie, Coutuli, Trainel, L/heritier, 
% Mattres en Chirurgie, & d'un grand 
„nombre d'eleves; fur une femme qui 


«« Etoit morte le onzieme jour après 


operation ce ſarienne, 'pratiquee à la 


ligne blanche. Cette femme étoit 


« infiltrés: ce qui ne parottra pas in- 


er different à obſerver, à cauſe du re- 


* lachement des ſymphyſes. 
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nw OR le Worry 


c June table; lev )jarnbes Gcartées & 
* foutenues, comme le 'recommandent 
© les partiſans de la ſection du pubis, 


nous nous affurfimes, par divers pro- 


„ eccdés; de la longueur du petit dia- 

* metre du detroit! ſuperieur, que nous 
« n kvaluimes qu à 27 paurtr - buit 
* Jigner: on s aſſura de fuiteg. pat le 

©, moyen du eompas ordinaite rapports 
<< au pied de Roi, qu'il n'avoit pus da- 
vantage, & que le diametre tramſver- 
t fal toit de quatre pouces trois lignes. 
«©. On prolongea ſupdrieurement la plaie 
© de Voperation cEſarienne;/afin d enle- 


ver la matrict, & de pouvoir placer 


wang le bas · ventte un enfant dont on 
de engages les pieds dans le baſſin. 
„L tete de cet enfant navoĩt que 
10 fror: poucer ring à fin lignes de dia- 
t metre, dans Je plus grande paiſſeur 
** rranſverſale, & le tronc toit trs- 
«© maigre. Nous avions eu- le ſoind'en 
„ -petrir en quelque ſorte, toutes les 
10 1 & ſur- tout la tete, pout leur 


«© fren- 
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* rendre la ſoupledls: que'la\mort'avoit 
us pu leur enlever. ' On entbeprit de 
«4, tirer-cet enfant par le pieds ; mais il 
4 fallat employer les plus grandes for- 
ces, pour faire paſſer les feſſes à tra» 
vers le detroit  ſuperieur, quoique 
* dans la direction la. plus convenable, 
« & pour y engager la poitrine juſqu” 
« aux aiflelles. Ce fut dans ce moment 
% guꝭ on fit la ſection du pubis. 
On decouvrit la ſymphyſe au mo- 
yen d'une inciſton de deux pouces & 
« demi, conſervant en en- bas la com- 
«. miſſure antetieute des grandes levres; 
, ſupérieurement une ẽtendue au 
% moins de dix-huit:avingtlignes, au- 
% deſſous de Vangle: inferieur de la plaie 
de Voptration: ctſarĩenne, qui étoit 
« dans la mime direction. On coupa 
c la ſymphyſe avec les precautions re- 
1 quiſes, & les os pubis ne $'Ecarterent” 
d abord que de neuf ligne, malgre le 
t coin que formoit en- dedans le corps 
« de enfant. On augmenta cet - 
« e plus graduellement poſ- 
: * ſible, 
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AN ESSAT ON 
* fible, aud vinge & une ligne, en 


. Cloignant les cuiſſes du ſujet: mais 


« pour le porter à deux pouces & demi, 
« il fallut tirer fortement ſur les han- 


% ches. Ce fut à ce dernier degré 


qu on eſſaya de faire paſſer la tete, 
« qui s toit placce d' elle- mème dans 


« une direction tranſverſale, l'oeciput 


«« regardant le cots gauche du baſſin & 
« 1a face le còté droit; de maniere' 
« qu'une des boſſes pariẽtales repondoit 
% à I'6cartement des os pubis, & l'autre 
« à la partie laterale gauche de la ſaillie 
« du ſacrum; poſition ſans contredit, 
« la plus favorable a Vaftaifſement & au 
paſſage de la tete. 

Pluſieurs perſonnes exercerent tears 
% forces, ſucceſſivement, ſur le tronc 
« de l'enfant, & en tirant auſſi ſur la 
e machoire inferieure au moyen de 
« deux doigts introduits dans la bouche, 


* 


* 


* 


« ſans pouvoir faire deſcendre la tète. 


« Apres un quart-d'heure & plus de 


s tentatives inutiles, pendant qu'un de 
« mes confreres tiroit de toutes ſes 


« forces 


8 
8 
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de 


forces ſur le corps de Venfant, &un 


*. autre ſur les picds, en obſervant la 


* 


tt 
©c 


66 


meilleure direction poſſible, j ap- 
'* puyai, fortement d'une main ſur la 
e rete, en la comprimant ſelon ſon 
<paiſſeur tranſverſale, & en dirigeant 
mes efforts de maniere a faire deſcens. 
dre le menton: ce fut alors qu elle 
franchit le detroit ſupeficur. 


% Dans ce moment, Vangle fnferi- 


IL) 
ce 
Feb 
cc 


* 


eur de la diviſion. des tégumens ſe 
* dechira juſqu'a la vulve, & Vangle 


{upericur ſe rapprocha tellement de 
la plaie de Toperation, cefacienne, 
qu'il sen fallut peu que les trois ou- 
vertures n'en fiſſent qu'une. Les 
ſymphyſes ſacro- iliaques, deja en- 
tr'ouvertes avec rupture des ligamens 
& du perioſte, au terme de vingt & 
une ligne d'ecartement entre les os 
pubis, acheverent de ſe dechirer 
& le firent avec aſſez de bruit, pour 
que Voreille de chaque aſſiſtant en 
fat frappee. On y mit facilement 
le POR en travers. 
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Les os pubis, après la fortie de Ia 


er tete, reſterent Ecartes de V'Etendue 


« de trois pouces: leur Eecartement 
er ayoit fans doute ets plus grand au 
© moment du paſſage de celle- ci. L'an- 
«« gle du pubis droit Etoit diſtant du 


centre de la faillie du facrum, de 


e deux pouces fix lignes ; & angle du 


« pubis gauche, de deux pouces trois 


« lignes ſeulement: de forte que la 
e largeur - naturelle du baflin, conſi- 
« deree dans cette direction, 8'Etoit 
« augmentee de dix lignes d'un este, 
d& de ſept de Tannre®. 5 | 


2 1.4% es, Tom. l. p. 268, &c. 
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48-8 © TIN, V.. 
＋ R. LEAKE, who is one of the lateſt 
authors on this ſubject, and the laſt, 
whoſe account of it I have ſeen and can of 
courſe review, introduces his obſervations 
in the following manner. Monſ. Si- 
t gault deſeribes the ſection of the pubis, 
* and propoſes it as a ſubſtitute for the 
% Cæſarian operation, the propriety of 
« which, as well as the objections 
te brought againſt it, I am defirous to 
© examine with attention and candour ; 
te for little advantage can ariſe from 
© opinions where men rather contend 
& for ſuperiority than truth. The 
1 ſpirit of enquiry is only commenda- 
de ble, when it is exerted for the im- 
*© provement of ſcience} and ſolely di- 
*© rected for the public good.” And 
Dr. Leake then adds, But although 
| * "OY 
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I am inclined to think 8 * 
« this operation for reaſons hereafter 

* aſſigned, I know that nothing but 
« time, and future experience, can 
« ſufficiently determine, whether it 
e ought to be adopted or rejected.“ 
Theſe ſenſible reflexions precede Dr. 

| Leake's anſwers, to the objections which 
he ſtates, as having been brought againſt 
the operation; and as he is the only 
perſon, who in this country, has pro- 
feſſedly written on the favourable ſide, 
and theſe anſwers are evidently intended 
to operate in poſitive ſupport of the 
diviſion of the ſymphyſis, by compleatly 
removing all objections; I am therefore 
deſirous, of examining them with the 
ſame temper, which appears to have 
directed Dr. Leake in his reſearches, 
and particularly, as he recommends, with 
that ©«* commendable ſpirit of enquiry, 
« which has the improvement of 
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4 « ſcience, and the public good for its 

70 « immediate object. In theſe ſenti- 
2 ments therefore we join iſſue, but on 

. 
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the particular ſubject of our enquiries, 
I uhave the misfortune, entirely to differ 
in opinion with Dr. Leake, for while 
he is inclined to think favorably of 
e this operation,” I have inſuperable ob- 
jections to its adoption, and while he 
wiſhes for time and future experi- 
ence,” Iam convinced, that when Dr. 
Leake publiſhed his book, we were in 
poſſeſſion of facts, ſufficiently numerous 
and unfavorable, to warrant the abſo- 
lute rejection of the operation. 
Dr. Leake ſtates the five following 
objections to have been brought againſt 
the operation, which he carefully exa- 
mines and endeavours to remove. 
« Firſt, that the cartilages may hap- 
e pen to be oſſified. 
«« Secondly, that the neck of the blad- 
% der may be wounded.” 
e Thirdly, that the ſpace gained by 
i the ſection of the pubis, may not in a 
* narrow pelvis, be ſufficient to allow 


the child's head to deſcend through 


the cavity.“ 


N 3 &« Fourth- 
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12 Feurthly, that the union of the car. 


« tilages may not be effected.” And 


« Fifthiy, that the internal poſterior 
« ligaments, uniting the ſacrum and 
e illia, may be torn aſunder, by "OO 


es the bones of the pelvis,” 


| To theſe objections Dr. Leake an- 
ſwers, firſt, that cartilage being a ſub- 
ance eſſentially diſtin& from bone, is 
never found offified but in a preterna- 
tural ſtate, or in old age, after the 
time of child bearing is paſt, and when 
there never can be occaſion for the ope- 
ration. This is in general, undoubt- 
edly true, but moſt: unfortunately, in 
one of the caſes, where the opera- 
tion has been performed, this very ac- 
cident did happen, for the ſymphyſis 
was actually offified in the woman at 
Wurtzburg, and the Preſident Seibold, 
was obliged to divide it with a ſaw; 
and in one of the fouf women I ſaw 
opened after death, there was an irre- 
gular offification, or exoſtoſis in the 


ſymphyſis, which prevented our cutting 
directly 


- 
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- dicetly through the cartilage. This is 
however of trifling conſequence. 
The ſecond objectionãs, . that the neck 
* of the bladder may be wounded,” to 
which Dr. Leake anſwers, that * as it 
“ is ſlightly attached by cellular mem- 
* brane only, and not in cloſe union 
with the cartilage, there never can 
<« be the leaſt danger of wounding it, 
« except the operator is unſkilful and 
« ignorant of the ſtructure, and fitua- 
„ tion of the parts.” A priori, the 
preſumption is, to be ſure, very ſtrong. 
in favour of Dr. Leake's anſwer, that 
this is an accident which could never 

happen, but from the unſkilfulneſs or 
ignorance of the operator ; and. if we 
could always command a good anatomiſt 
and expert ſurgeon, who is in the habit 
of performing the operation, this accident 
might certainly be prevented; but there 


is a firſt time, that every perſon muſt do 
every operation, and what has happened 
to one, may reaſonably be expected to 
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happen to another; Mon. sigault can- 
didly acknowledges that he did wound 
the meatus, and it is not likely this 

operation ſhould fall into better hands 
for the firſt time, than Meſſ. Sigault 
and le Roy, who had both been long 
engaged in conſidering it, and were 
much intereſted in the event; this objec- 
tion is therefore entitled to ſome, but I 

would readily own, no very great weight. 


* 


The third objection is, That the 


* ſpace gained by the ſection of the 
* pubis, may not in a narrow pelvis, 
be ſufficient to allow the child's head 
« to deſcend through the cavity.” 


7 


This being an objection of the firſt 


magnitude, and if eſtabliſned, would 
infallibly preclude al benefit from the 
operation, Dr. Leake has very properly 
taken great pains effectually to remove 
it“. He ſtates, that the opponents ge- 

nerally 


* As Monſ. Alphonſe le Roy, and Monſ. Rouſlel 
de Vauzeſme had done before, and nearly in the ſame 
manner, the latter particularly thus expreſſes himſelf, 
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. nera]ly allow, that the ſpace gained by 


the aperture, between the divided 
bones, is nearly two inches and a half, 
and he confirms it by a caſe at the Weſt- 
minſter lying-in Hoſpital, where a ſpace 


of two inches and an eighth, was actually 
gained after death, when the parts were 


cold and rigid; and he has no doubt he 
ſays that ſuch · / additional ſpace would in 

general be ſufficient to let the child's | 
* head paſs, even in a pelvis fo preter- 
..*< naturally narrow, that no other means 
but the Cæſarian operation could be 
, *« deviſed for its birth.” Dr. Leake 


then adverts to what has been ob- 


ſerved he ſays by ſome, * that although 


the long axis of the pelvis may from 


..* thence be extended from fide to fide, 
* jts ſhorteſt diameter from ſacrum to 
60 EA where additional ſpace is moſt 


. i una e tuberofitatibus parietalibus, aut alia quæ- 


20 cunque pars capitis intra ſemotas pubes excipiatur, 


« tum capitis volumen ea portions ſublata minuetur, 
and again ** magnitudine divifionis, quæ capitis par- 


© tem haud exiguam debet excipere.”” Lib. cit. p. 73» 
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« ſame proportion, and therefore the 
« operation cannot avail.” This, he 
obſerves, at firſt fight, looks like a ſpe- 


_ cious objection, and he labours with con- 


fiderable ingenuity and ability to remove 
the weight of it, in the following manner. 
He ſuppoſes that the ſpace of two in- 
ches and a half between the divided oſſa 
pubis, will be ſufficient to receive the 


_ occiput of the child, as it preſents at 


the ſymphyſis, It will therefore fol- 
«© low, (Dr. Leake obſerves), that as 


| «much of the occiput, or hind head 


«« as is protruded into an aperture at 
« the pubis of two inches and a half, 
« ſo much preciſely will be the ſpace 
«« gained by this opegation, and ſuper- 
% added to the ſhort axis of the pelvis 
« from ſacrum to pubis, which will 
« (as heafterwards takes notice) be equal 
* to the enlargement from fide to fide, 
« the circumſtance here contended for.” 
Fairneſs of argument obliges me to 
acknowledge, that the admiſſion of the 
occiput 
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occiput” of the child between the divi- 


dedoſſa pubis is undoubtedlyadiminution 
of the volume of the head, and is there- 


fore preciſely tantamount in effect to the 
enlargement of the ſhort diameter of the 
pelvis. This circumſtance I will there 
fore allow is fully proved. Vet Iwill ven- 
ture to aſſert that, inſtead of deriving any 
advantage from the oonceſſion, this fact 


| ſo apparently favourable to the opera- 


tion, and which Dr. Leake contends 
ſo ſtrenuouſly to eſtabliſh, affords the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt inſuperable objection 
to the operation itſelf, For if any por- 
tion of the child's head, protrudes into 
the opening between the divided bones, 
the ſoft and contiguous parts muſt neceſſa- 


'  rily be compreſſed ſo long, with ſo much 


violence, between the ſolid wedge of the 
child's head on the one fide, and the 
ſharp edges of the divided oſſa· pubis on 


the other, that irreparable injury muſt 


be the almoſt e ae to 
the 
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3 the parte ſo compreſſed, but Sade 


to that moſt important part, the bladder, 
and probably to that portion of the cervix 


and os uteri which lies behind and in 


contact with it, but immediately be- 
fore the head. It is therefore obvious, 


that whatever benefit is derived to the 


child by this means, muſt be infinitely 
more than repaid by danger to the mo- 
ther, as will hereafter be abundantly 


confirmed by facts. 
The partiſans of this operation, muſt, 


as it ſtrikes me, be reduced to this di- 
lemma, if the offa pubis cannot be ſepa- 
rated wide enough to admit the occiput 


of the child, the ſpace gained to the ſhort 


diameter, will by no means be ſuf- 
ficient to permit it to paſs alive through 


ſo ſmall a pelvis as abſolutely requires 
the Cæſarian ſection; and then, the very 
end and intention of the operation, muſt 


be infallibly defeated ; or otherwiſe, if 
the ſeparation of the offa pubis be ſuch, 


as to receive the hind head of the 
child into the aperture, and by that 
means 


* 
1 


—— oe wo Ad 
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means it be born alive, l tene 
injury will probably enſue to the mo- 
ther; her future comfort, perhaps her 
life may become the ſacrifice. hr 
The fourth objection ? that the union 
« of the cartilages may not be effected, 
| although firſt ſuggeſted by ſuch reſpec- 
table authority as the Royal Academy of 
| Surgeons at Paris, is i Edt refu- 
ted by experience. 5 
The fifth, and laſt objection which 
Dr. Leake mentions, is, that . the inter- 
nal poſterior ligaments uniting the 
« ſacrum and illia may be torn aſunder 
« by dividing the bones of the pelvis.” 
To which he anſwers reſpecting the 
«« pretended laceration of the internal 
te poſterior ligaments of the pelvis, 
« uniting the ſacrum to the illia, I 
« muſt refer to the caſe at the Weſt- 
«« minſter Hoſpital, already recited, 
« where the ſection of the pubis was 
« made in the preſence of ſixteen medi- 
* cal gentlemen, and where notwith- 
52 ſtanding the ſpace. gained was two 
« inches 
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*& inches and an eighth, no. laceration 
« or the leaſt marks of violence appear- 
tc ed, but on the contrary theſe liga- 
*« ments were found perfectly firm and 
*in their natural ſtate.” And Dr. 
Leake ſuppoſes, that in the living ſub= 
je, where the folidFare more ſoft and 
« yielding,” even a greater ſpace might 
be gained without. en to thoſe 
ligaments. th 

There is ſo much variety in the ac- 
counts given, both of the ſpace gained 
by the ſection, and the conſequent ſtate 
of the internal poſterior ligaments, in 
living and dead ſubjects, that it is im- 
poſſible to reconcile them with each 
other, or perhaps with truth, unleſs by 
ſuppoſing, that there is a material diffe- 
rence, in the original ſtructure of the 
poſterior joints of the pelvis in different 
women, either with reſpe& to the in- 
tervening cartilages, or connecting liga- 
ments, or perhaps both. But moſt eſpe- 
cially there is a material difference be- 
tween ws ſoft and relaxed ſtate of theſe 
parts, 
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parts, at or about the time of parturi- 
tion, whether à few days before, or 
ſome time after it has taken place, com- 
pared with their natural ftrength and 
firmneſs at any other period of life. No 
ſatisfactory concluſions therefore can be 
drawn from experiments made in the 
diſſecting room, or anatomical theatre, 
upon women, who have not died imme- 
diately preceding, during, or very fooh 
after delivery. 
| Notwithſtanding the variety mention- 
ed above, and that in the woman at the 
Weſtminſter Hoſpital, and in four other 
women I ſaw opened, (who died in the 
| puerperal ſtate), the ligaments were not 
at all lacerated, even when the oſſa 
pubis were divided two inches and a 
half; and if we therefore admit that 
they may be capable of ſafely ſtretching, 
yet it is impoſſible for the offa-pubis to 
be divided to that extent faring life, 
without the illia being. conſiderably ſe- 
parated from the ſacrum, and that ſepa- 
ration 52 be effected, without the ĩ in 
ter- 


„ by 


| favorable circumſtances of conſtitution 


2 
tetvening 1 bein g F * 


the bones; and acute pain muſt always ac- 


company, and permanent inconvenience 
frequently ſucceed ſuch violence; altho 


in general perhaps, the Vit medicatrix na- 
ture may be ſufficiently vigorous, under 


to prevent irretrieyable injury. In a good 
conſtitution, if the ligaments be not la- 
cerated, a reunionWill ſ] peedily take place, 
by a proceſs common in animal bodies, 


and after a certain time, perhaps no ma- 


terial inconvenience may remain. This 
is conformable to obſervation ; for in 


other joints, recent and apparently great 
injury incurred by violence to the carti- 
lages and ligaments, where external air 


can have no admiflion, has been eafily and 


ſpeedily recovered. But in bad habits of 


body, or where the principle of life is 


weak, which is very generally the caſe with 


rickety and deformed women, the moſt 
untoward, troubleſome, and even in- 
curable complaints have enſued from 
much flighter accidents about joints 


than 


CY 
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| than the ſeparation of cartilage from 
bone. The miſchief, which might pro- 
bably enſue to the poſterior joints of the 
pelvis, from the violent ſeparation of the 
oſſa- pubis, afforded, in the opinion of 
the opponents, the ſtrongeſt objection 
upon theory, againſt this operation; I 
confeſs however, that facts have not 
confirmed thoſe apprehenſions concern- 
ing it; for though, it may be entitled 
to ſome weight, we are certainly not 
_ warranted by experience to ſay, that 
it in general conſtitutes an eſſential ob- 
jection. 

Dr. Leake afterwards compares the 
ſection of the pubis, with the Cæſarian 
operation, and for many, and good reaſons, 
gives the preference to the former; but 
unhappily, the two operations never can 
come into competition, for wherever 
the dimenſions of the pelvis are ſuch, as 
ä abſolutely to require the Cæſarian ope- 
ration; no additional ſpace to be gained 
by the diviſion, will be ſufficient to en- 
ſure the delivery; otherwiſe there can, 


N be 


Ft, 
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be.no doubt of ith being infinitely the. 
ſafer and preferable operation. | 
I have in a former part of this work 
Rated, what in my opinion, ought to be 
the dimenſions of the pelvis to juſtify 
that operation; by which it muſt be evi- 
dent, how utterly inadequate in ſuch a 
pelvis, any ſpace which can be gained 
by the diviſion of the ſymphyſis, will 
be, to effect delivery, with a probabi- 
lity of ſafety to the mother, or a poſ- 
ſibility of ſafety to the child. 
Laſt of all, Dr. Leake proceeds to 
anſwer * thoſe perſons who vaguely 
e object to the operation,” by telling 
them that it has already, and may again 
ſucceed with ſuch, as are diſpoſed to 
give it a fair and judicious trial, quot- 
ing from Monſ. Le Roy ſeveral exam- 
ap of ſucceſs, and concluding with 
rofeſſor Seibold's caſe ſo often men- 
tioned : of the circumſtances attending 
and the event of thoſe caſes, particularly 
the laſt, I ſhall give an accurate account 
in another ſection, that a due eſtimate 
es” + 
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may be made of the weight they are en- 
titled to, in ſupport of the operation. 

As Dr. Leake is the only perſon in 
this country who has avowedly written 
on the favorable ſide, and as he has ta- 
ken great pains, compleatly to obviate 
all the objections, I have been induced to 
examine with attention, and I truſt with 
candour, his anſwers to the objections, 
and to conſider at ſome length, whether 
his arguments are concluſive in favour 
of the operation. 

I will now beg leave to offer to the 
conſideration of my readers, ſome other 
objections, in addition to thoſe ſtated by 
Dr. Leake to have been made to the ope- 
ration, and which are indeed ſo obvi- 
ouſly material, that I own I have been 
much ſurprized, that they ſhould 
have eſcaped the notice of all the au- 
thors, who have written on the favor- 
able ſide; neither Meſſ. Sigault, Le 
Roy, Camper, Dr. Leake, nor even 
Dr. Hunter, give the lighteſt hint con- 
cerning them. The foremoſt and moſt 
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eſſential, and which to my comprehen- 
ſion ſeemed an inſuperable objection, 
was, the injury the parts contained with- 
in the pelvis, might ſuffer, 

Firſt, Accidentally by the knife, in the, 
performance of the operation; but which 
they muſt afterwards inevitably ſuffer, 

Secondly, By the violence in ſeparating 
the oſſa pubis after the ſection, and of 
neceſſity, tearing them away from the 
cellular connexion, which lines the pel- 
vis, and which unites all the ſoft parts 
contained within the cavity, to thoſe 
bones. 

Thirdly. By the free admiſſion of ex- 
ternal air to all the contained parts, par- 
ticularly to the bladder, and that per- 
haps for a conſiderable time, and to a 
conſiderable extent, than which, no- 
thing is found to be more dangerous to 
all the cavities of the body, and their 
contents. External and cold air was 
never intended by nature, to pene- 
trate into any of the cavities of the hu- 
man body, they are therefore not pre- 


pared 
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| pared to reſiſt its influence, and it be- 
comes of courſe particularly hoſtile. to 
the contained parts, by creating inflam- 
mation; which not being reſtrained by 
a natural proceſs as in external parts, 
extends over the whole cavity and con- 
tents, and is ever accompanied with 
great fever: often in the thorax, but 
generally in the abdomen, ending in 
gangrene and death; and even in leſs 
important cavities, the inflammatory 
ſymptoms, from that cauſe, always riſe 
to a very alarming height. 

Fourthly. By the unavoidable com- 
preſſion of theſe parts, againſt the ſharp 
edges of the divided bones, in the force- 
able delivery of the child; parts, which 
in their natural ftate are extremely ſen- 
ſible, and irritable, and ſome of them 


even eſſential to life; and which, hav- 


ing been firſt torn from the bones, 
are now on the ſtretch from the divi- 
fion of the offa pubis, and already in- 
jured by the admiſſion of the external air. 
Butif we further admit with the favourers 

O 3 - of 
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of the operation, the poſſibility of ſuch 
a ſeparation of the oſſa pubis, as ſhall 
be capable of receiving the occiput of 
the child into the aperture, the ſoft 
parts (as * before obſerved), will be ſo 
compreſſed between the ſolid wedge of 
the child's head, and the ſharp edges of 
the bones, that they muſt be utterly un- 
able to reſiſt ſo many complicated cauſes 
of miſchief. Inflammation and fever 
to ſuch a degree, as in moſt caſes to end 
in gangrene, and ſometimes in death, 
were therefore reaſonably to be expected 
from this operation, and experience has 
too fatally confirmed our apprehenſions. 
The next objection is the poſſibility 
of the illia being anchyloſed with the 
ſacrum. I am ready to allow this is 
not a very probable objection, but if it 
' ſhould happen, it is irremediable. 
The next and laſt objection that I 
ſhall mention, is, the ſmall probability 
of ſaving the child, after all the pain and 


* 
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See page 190. 
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danger incurred by the unhappy mo- 
ther. It is well known to the experi- 
enced reader, how precarious the preſer- 
vation-of the child is, even in a tolera- 
bly fized pelvis, in all preternatural 
preſentations. The continued com- 
preſſion of the funis by the head in its 
paſſage through the pelvis, uſually de- 
ſtroys the life of the child, where there 
is only a ſmall deformity ; but infallibly, 
where the diſtortion 1s confiderable, and 
where great-and repeated force is requir- 
ed, to extract the child. This .objec- 
tion too, will be complegtly, eſtabliſhed 
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THEN the diviſion of the ſym- 

phyſis pubis, was firſt announc- 
ed in this country, the objections deſ- 
cribed in the laſt ſection, immediately, 
and forceably preſented - themſelves to 
my conſideration, as. neceſſary to be re- 
moved, before we could be warranted 
in the adoption of the operation into 
general practice. From the ſplendid 
manner in which it was firſt introduced 
on the Continent, I had little doubt, 
but that we ſhould in a ſhort time, be 
in poſſeſſion of facts ſufficiently numer- 
ous to determine its real merit. I knew 
experience would very ſoon remove, or 
fully confirm thoſe objections; and that 
to take up a haſty and inſuperable pre- 
| judice, 


- 


ation. 
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+ + judice, againft any diſcovery, upon ar- 
guments of theory, however ſtrong or + 


reafonable, was diſreſpe&ful to the in- 
genuity of the | inventor, inconſiſtent 
with candour, and diſcouraging every 
future attempt to improve the art. I 
waited thereforewith becoming patience, 
to ſee whether thoſe objections were re- 
moved, or confirmed by experience; 


in the mean time, ſparing no pains to 


ſecure, as was my indiſpenſable duty, 
every channel, through which it was 
in my power to procure ſuch inform- 


It is more than five years ſince the firſt 
operation was performed at Paris, during 
which period, it has been repeated 
about five-and-twenty times, in differ- 
ent parts of Europe, but with very 
different ſucceſs. As the merit of 
this new invention muſt be determined 
by the event of thoſe caſes, and the cir- 
cumſtances attending them, I will now 
beg leave to lay before my readers the 
particulars of each caſe, as far as they 
have 


„ 
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have come to my knowledge, or as they 
appear to me intereſting in the AI, 
or important in the conſequence. _ 

1 have collected the particulars of 
Greotagn of the caſes with tolerable 
accuracy; of the remaining eight, 1 
have been able to procure no ſatis- 
factory information, not even of the 
event. How far the accounts are cor- 
rectly true, no perſon in my ſituation 
can be anſwerable; I have not the 
flighteſt inclination to give a com- 
plexion to the caſes, different from 
their natural tendency, but if I had, I 
muſt be infallibly precluded from the 
poſſibility of doing it, by giving the au- 
thor's deſcription in his own wards. 
It is with infinite pain, and not without 
ſome indignation, that I have detected 
the moſt palpable perverſion of the 
truth in the deſcription of the circum- 
ſtances of ſome, and even in the event of 
other caſes; by which means, a favor- 
able repreſentation has been attempted to 
be n on the credulity of the 

pub- 
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public, where the genuine ſymtoms, and 


real event, would have afforded the moſt 15 


concluſive evidence againſt the opera- 
tion; than which, in an affair of this 
nature, ſurely, nothing can be more 
inexcuſable, As far as mere opinion 

goes, every perſon may be allowed, in- 
nocently to indulge himſelf with viſio 
nary expectation of ſueceſs; different 
perſons ſee things throygh ſuch dif- 
ferent mediums, even in ſcience, that 
very often, the wiſeſt and beſt inform- 2 


ed, differ toto cœlo in their opinion. 


and draw diametrically oppoſite conclu- 
ſions from the ſame premiſes; inſomuch 
that the correctneſs of the preſent age, 
always requires a faithful repreſentation af 
experiments in philoſophy, and of facts 
in phyſic, before any new doctrine, can 
be juſtified, or eſtabliſhed, In an affair 
of ſo much conſequence as this operation 
may be, to the unhappy indiyiduals who 
are the ſubjects of ſuch laborious partu- 
rition, to palliate, conceal, or in any 
manner, miſrepreſent the circumſtances 
of a caſe, is highly culpable ; but eſpe- 

cially 
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cially ſo far to depart from the ſacred 
obligation of truth, as to deſcribe that 
event to be ſucceſsful, which has in 
reality been fatal, is an offence fo inju- 
rious to the intereſts of humanity, that 
It cannot in my opinion be too openly 
expoſed, or too ſeverely reprehended. 

The firſt caſe of Mrs. Souchot is al- 
ready diſcribed; Mr. Sigault has per- 
formed the operation four times ſince, 
in which he has loſt ove woman and all 
the children; fo that Mrs. Souchot's 
was the only caſe, where the intention 
of the operation was compleatly an- 

ſwered, or where both mother and child 
were preſerved; and as there appear 
ſome particular circumſtances about her 
child, not deſcribed by Mr. Sigault him- 
ſelf, or known to the public, I will here 
beg leave to quote Monſ. Baudeloque's 
animadverſions upon Monſ. Sigault's 
\ ſucceſs in that caſe. ; 

«« De cinq femmes qu'il a opertes, 
& une a et victime de cette nouvelle 
e methode; quatre enfant ſont morts 
66. en- 
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* entre ſes mains, & il n'a pu ſauver 
juſqu'ici que celui de la femme 
« Souchot, peut- tre n'eſt-ce que parce 
* quiil-<toit tres-petit, & que le baſſin 
« de cette femme n'eſt pas contreſait 
au dernier point“ .“ And again, page 
259, | 

« Sil eſt prouve que l'enfant de 
« la femme Souchot n'a dũ le precieux 
% avantage de naitre vivant qu'a ſon 
« peu de volume & à la ſoupleſſe des 
os du crane, comme quelques-uns 
« Vont public, la ſeftion du pubis, 
«© dans le nombre d'obſervations citees, 
« n'a donc point encore eu de ſucces 
% inconteſtables; puiſque ſans ſecours, 
« Venfant dont il s'agit, auroit pu 
« jouir des memes avantages. 

«« Nous avons vu cet enfant le trei- 
% zieme jour de fa naiſſance, il <Etoit 
« fort petit, & ſa figure preſentoit un 
« caractere d'immaturite, tel qu on Job- 
« ſerve ordinairement aux enfans qui 


L' Art des Accouchemens, Tom, ii. P. 233. 
66 naiſ= 
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ce naiſſent au terme de Buit mois, & que 
&* nous Pavons rematquẽ ſur pluſieurs 
«« enfans de femmes qui avoient été 
« rachitiques, & qui en avoient encore 
4 Thabitude extérieure.“ 

In ſome ſort to confirm his opinion 
(Juſt quoted) concerning the ſize, &c. 


of Mrs. Souchot's child; Monſ. Bau- 


deloque obſerves (as mentioned above) 
that Mr. Sigault has not been able to pre- 


ſerve any other child, altho' he has re- 


peated the operation four times, and dr 
which further notice will be taken in 


the ſequel. 


The next caſe where the diviſion 
was performed, was at Mons in Hai- 
nault, by Monſ. Cambonꝰ, ho in March 
1778 performed this operation on a tay- 
lor's wife, which ſucceeded perfectly 
well as far as related to the mother, but 
the child was born dead; indeed from 
Mr. Cambon's own account, it was by 
no means indicated by neceſſity, and as 

See Lettre a Monſ. Branvilla, Ecuyer, Premier 


Chirurgien de L. L. M. I. R. A. Kc. Par Monſ. 
Cambon, Ecuyer, &c, Mons, 1780. 
he 
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be deſeribes the funis preſenting before 


the head, there was a very flender chance 
of the child being preſerved in a ſmall 
or deformed pelvis. It was therefore 
in my opinion inexcuſable, thus wan- 
tonly to expoſe the poor creature to fo 
tremendous an operation, almoſt with- 
out the poſſibility of an equivalent, not- 
withſtanding Monſ. Cambon deſcribes 
her recovery in the following favorable 
manner, Cette femme n'cut pas le 
“ moindre accident de ſon operation, ni 
« des ſuites de fa couche ;” La malade 
% urina à volonte quatre heures apres 
«© ſon operation, ce qu'elle continua 
«« de faire naturellement, ainſi que ſes 
« autres fonctions, juſqu'à ſon entiere 
1% guériſon, qui arriva le premier Mai, 
„& elle marcha des lors, ainſi quelle 
« fait aujourdhui, comme fi on ne lui 
te eũt jamais fait aucune operation®.” 
His ſecond caſe ſucceeded compleatly, 
and from the ſtature of the patient be- 


P. 11 & 12, 
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ing 9 40 inches, it is e 
that her pelvis was very much deformed, 
but his deſcription of it is ſo imperfect, 
and the whole caſe detailed in ſo looſe 
and ſuperficial a manner, that the neceſ- 
ſity for the operation, is by no means 
eſtabliſhed ;. however, both mother and 
child were preſerved; and we are in- 
formed, that after the diviſion, the 
child was extracted with the forceps; 


that the mother had ſome fever with tu- 


mor'of the abdomen, &c. on the eighth 
day, which were cured by camphor, 
and which he recommends ſtrongly in 
ſuppreſſions of the lochia, &c. 

The third caſe deſcribed by Mon. 
Cambon, is a repetition of the operation 
upon the taylor's wife, who was the ſubject 
of the firſt caſe; and this being the only 
one extant, where the operation has been 
done twice on the ſame patient, andas it 
ſucceeded compleatly in preſerving both 
mother and child, I will beg leave to 
preſent to my readers Monſ. Cambon's 

own 


 14n0kf6v? takFonfidn, 28 
15 n account, of the peculiar” circum- 
Ae. and favorable event of this caſe. 
In performing the ſectiön, he ob- 
ſerves⸗ F, “ le cartillage qui unit les 
Ws deux 0s, je le trouvai plus "ferthe & 
| ucoup plus ſolide qu à la premiere 
+ operation, & je Teftimai de la confil- 
© tence des tendons, craignant avant 
- > es meme de faire Toperation, tant cette 
femme marchoit avec aiſance & faci- 
©" lite. que les *cartiliges qui uniſſent 
les deux os ne fuſſent offifits;” Le- 
« cartement ſe fit avec moins de viteſſe 
qua la premiere operation.. Elle 
« n'prouva d'autte accident gui un, 
eure te vingt- quutre beurer, le dou- 
«« zieme jour de fon operation ; elle fut 
* occaſionee par un rhume cppdcanIque, 
ms preſque toute la ville fut-atta- 
« quee: elle neut donc a cette ſeconde 
% operation, comme à la premiere," au- 
* cune ſuite provenant de i fymphyſe ni 
e Jo. ee, lo. plaie fut lien cica- 
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kriſte i 1a du vi Jane e oY 


%% marche. comme auperavank. 
Lenfant eſt auſſi cy. parfait fy 


2 E la mere continue A le nourrir,” _. 


The next operation was ec 8 | 
Man. Deſpres. de Menmeurs, of St. 
Pol de Leon in Brittany“, upon Ann 
Berou, a, ſoldier's wife, and it ſucceeds 

ed. compleatly, as. the, account Rates, 
for, both mother and child were pre- 
ſerved. It appears however, that if the 
operation was performed at all, it was 


performed unneceſſarily, for the ſame 


Woman was delivered naturally ef a lin- 


ing child the next year r. ne 


Upon what authority he docs not 
date, but Dr. Weidmann ſays, the divi- 
fon: of the ſymphyſis was never per- 
foamed. in. this ds: 0 e 


: 0 J og ty 
. * Journal de} Medicine, p. wa 2 
* < rien . plus evidemment Fabus qu' an 
« A 463 fait, ce 


Marine de Breft.”” Baudeloque, P. 257. 
„ 4 habe- 


tte nouvelle operation. (Berou)j | 
« oft accoucht naturellement 10 Jeiſlet 1779, en pre 
« ſence de pluſieurs chirurgiens & medicins de la 
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as, 1 D. Deſpres ;fynchondrofin 
. gb, nullatinas teils, 

"The next coſe with-which J l beg 
1 55 to preſent the reader, is of much 
importance in determining the merit of 
this operation; for ſo different. a de- 
ſeription, has been given to the public 
by the favourers, of the operation of 
the circumſtances attending it, * | 
what was the real ſtate of the caſe, that 
if eandour requires us to believe, that 
the repreſentation was not made with a 
| defign to miſlead, at leaſt, it muſh have 
happened from the. moſt inexcuſable 
negligence. It is one of the ten ſue- 
oeſsful cafes, related by M. Rouſfel de 
. which. he deſcribes as 

% cammanding the" aſſent, or filence. of 
*; ſuch, at are comm an 
60 couerys. Te 

It may N R to 1 
gize. for the length of the quotation,” 
but it is authentic, eee and im- 

C) p. "Y Ss fl e 7 % 
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W : and exactly the ſame account was 
tranſmitted by the Preſident" Seibold (the 
operator)toProfefforRichter of Gottingen ; 


in the German language, and from thence | 


transferred into another book, with the 
ſame title, publiſhed laſt year at Vienba . 


The preſident tranſmitted the ſame ac- 


count to the Royal Academy of Paris, 


from which, ſome intereſting particu- 
lars have been extracted by Monſ. Bau- 


deloque; and he alſo ſent it to Profeſſor 


Lobſtein at Straſburg, which laſt was 
inſerted in Dr. Bentely's Theſis ; but by 
much the moſt minute deſcription of 
the cafe was publiſhed by Dr. Weid- 
mann in his Comparatio, &c. He had 


been preſent, and aſſiſted at the opera- 


tion, and was afterwards intruſted with 
the particular charge of the patient. 
All theſe accounts of courſe agree exactly 
in . appeal tp of the {ywptoms and 


; 434% tf 


+ See Chirurg. Biblioth, We Steph. Hieron, - 
de Vigiliis, Von Creutzenfeld, Phil. & . D. Vol. 


23. P. E 


125 event. 
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event. They all ſtate the fever; in 
Jlammatian,  . gangrent,. Flu 7 og 
| 8 FE: tbe *. a 
But as the acoount, of this caſo pyb- 

| liſhed by Mr. Rouſſel, differs ſo eſſen- 
tially, from all the other accounts, and ſo 
certainly from the truth, (in omitting 
every bad ſymptom) J and as a ſpecious. 
complexion is given to the operation, 
from the colouring beſtowed on it by 
the French relater, and the firſt parti- 
fans; (inſomuch that Dr. Leake calls it 
a fucceſeful.; caſe, from the impetfect 
account of it conveyed. to him by Dr. 
Hauſeman of Brunſwick,) I will en- 
treat the reader's attention to the fol- 
lowing extracts of the moſt material 
patts of the caſe, as moſt ee re- 
lated by pr. Weigand. 8 5 


NE "391: ; : fo As Ly 
* . 0 w gu, 1 . in lee to Dr. Weid - 
n remind the reader, that this account is muti- 
med by omitting Wery part (to ſhorten it) that was 
eos vil be underſtood, 72 en on 
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& Margaretha Markard ex Nfersdorf, 


i 
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„„ ot FG BE BACBEB A CIC IRE ES 
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* cw. i * 
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* * Ow Kiffingen, 35. annorum, fd". 
re mediocris, Gnihabitus; ante 17. 

© annos nupta, ſepties peperit. Fetus 
r ſex naturaliter quidem; aft Gini, 

turiumque dierum labore ctiſa Wilt 

60 ptimum in fruſta drüuffum chitur! 

« gi pagant induſtria ettæxit . Ma- 


« num deit facile in vagina iuduelt: 


ſentit promontoriutmi offis- erf ute 
« rius deo in peluis cauum proiminere, 
4e. et coniugaram lintam tribul mens 
i vix muiorem effe exiſtimet C re- 


ſentibus igitur Profefforibus Senft et 


c Medico Aulico Ehen, tribus vondif- 


ce" cjpulis meis et me; 'partaticnts noſtra 
in marginem lecti Tu füa pofitz! ita vt 


6 figi operanda poſſit, offf vero coxigis 


„iber motus pateat: 2 Cum vn 
98 quarta modo cartilaginis- pars Hife 
« eſt, aſt circa cartilaginis medietatem | 
b impingit operato? in "ihexſupera bilem 


16. cultro reſiſtentiam, adhibet violen- 
1 Fatigatus dein vltra me- 


no. n horam 10 Enchelreſtbus Fruſ- 


« tra, 


FS OT IE TE 4 


' LABORIOUS PARTURITION. 213 
ng! perſuaſum © lithet, "Feligud me- 
* dung Hunt bond ber putem * 
| . eaten effe.” Ego lüſſus a Cl. 
Preſice meo ſerrulam pat um iheur- 
«© uatum, globeſo apice, ne lædat, mu- 
* nitam ccerſb; hac, operator offi pu- 
v bis cute et ſecure, citra partium 
% mollium læffonem diſcindit.“Fini- 
tus ita ferribmv adio pur tui, et tanto 
% impedimentorum conffuxu drffieilli- 
eU, in cus decurfu omnem artem 
*"\viredque fair Vickas fore timuit Cla- 
te fihmus praeſes, et toties in notiam 
hane operationem /* abreptum finſe, 
«0 parthingite” æugſireum nm attegofuſſe 
r lr perpendens ſecum, foctum, 
«© ieet viuus fuiſſet, per haſce angu- 
fits format: dune alkei file" te 5 - 
* r. r W. A wo 2 
Primo ab operatione dis pull Fre- 
"quent eſt, et durus, e vena brachii 
Tl TID oo” vncias ſanguinis emittere 
El. praeſes. Eductus fan- 
ce e phlogiſtica tectus eſt; lo- 
1. Chir rite fluunt, in finiſtro peluis 
P 4 « latere 
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662 FROM vterus durus FAR Fins 


«. adhuc contra voluntatem ftillat.””:. - 
Sub veſperum pulſus en 5 
« intra minutum micant, rubet facies, 
0 intumeſcit abdomen,, vterus durus 

« ſupra peluim iacet, et parum .dolet 
« attactus, repetitur venae ſectio. 
De nocte ſymptomata inſlamma - 
te tionis perſtant, eee ee 
*« agens denuo venam aperit. 

Sta. Vrina aliquoties ſponte pro- 
« fluxit, aegra in mouendo ſe ſitumque 
« mutando ſummaàm difficultatem ſentit, 
« et medium, a uertebrit lumbaribus, 


« corpus paralticum geh el., Ia 


4% vulnere pus, circa veſperum febris 


« exacerbatio, maiorque ventris intu- 
<< meſcentia, - acgra et valde. de dalari- 
« bus circa nates et ofſa ilei, corumgue 
% cum ſacro iuncturam queritur..;. 
FHrina praeter arbitrium adlus 72 
9 « fluit ; num id -collo veſicae nimium 
« diſtento, vel capite tranſeuntis foetus 
% nimis compreſſo te bende. 


| « * tro laeſio eiuſdem facta non eſt), cir 
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ebe ſbi iterum, mitigr, dolor 


tamen vehemens circa pubem . eſt, 


„ auctug sttactu, t wg ee, 


ar bitrium. Mui; N „Die ona, ſitum 


4 aegra difhicillime quidem,mytangs cir- 


1% ea ſynehopdreſes ilioſacras nihili ta- 
«« men vel. daloris vel incommodi ſentit. 
« Inter deligandum er img, plnere_-yol- 


_ i ſella ſacpins eximuntur gangr acngſae er 


« naturas. 5 eren 


„eee e dee 
| wa „ 10ma. die ab:operatione febria? per- 
<< ſtat, mitis tamen, omnis fere vrina 


eum pute pet Pulnus defluit, etiam 


— 


«« dum aegra per viam ordipariam. can- 
«_ dem. emoliri nititur;;.;conclufit.. binc 
6 carus Pracceptor... meus, vrethram 


<«, prope 
« que i in ęſcbaras gangre-. 
4 ngſas abiife, vitibus dein naturae ęx- 
7 pulſas ſolutis hiſce eſcharis. patuiſſe 
« in; vulnus iter 4 vrigae, - quod non 
4 patuerat, 4 ſolutae eſcharae non 
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collum inflammatam fuiſe, bene. 


by 
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=_ Neb nt et profufio, 


i iterum ex in duni funds gun 
greneſus nembranarum Aubell vol- 
„en, duferiintilt/ ment per "Vie" 
„ thtam et catheterem iniettio im 
e per vunus regurgitat. us 
1 picari igitür fas "eff „per "#iflenſpones 
er Aung "DIO pb bra 
* collum naram fibmitarivnent m gan- 
4 grenam ile, et vrinae patulu m 
RM" r  vulfrids dediffe. Om _ 
bis, oi 1 
4 ri6f;" vuluae elabie ſero hai 
ce ſunt,“ Kc. Kc NN dn en 
It appears” chat 1 
or recovered” from the" operation, a 
to feturn Bone tile 2d. of April; dot 
er remained% Afkutous Opeffeng into 
the bladder, Witt Gceahonak exfolfari- 
ons from the dfvitet offi pubis Tor near 
eighteen month; ;* for Dr. Weldmann 


* * : — {7 Fs + — 
adds, kb 5 Hot Sata? JEIOUILY 


5 * 
In 


« 18, lulii 1779. viſurus; an 
i vado omnino fint operatae noſtrae 
ce res 


PRE DD —R_so — 


b 1 . 


res, Egotned in ne, 
ec Wr indenio iHam Gomefticis ſuis 
tis! oecupstam. ſuae ſpontis, et 
ar Ms e dict, e ſaeplus 
<-adhuc fam matiehd ren opbrad- 
ntionis eum 'correptauy fufffcß imd 
Let tam vrinam frerum pero dune 
i * ffule zm aperturam Ailhtiu re 
4 . fiightti vero eius remſttente 
«"jaflemmitions exidiſſe Malin end 
ie; ante res thenſes vchemehtiore : 
„ {yflurritvagddhe Xe, ebrrepeith © Toile, 
«fab bus remifione; fragmemtum 
&offeur ad velhieris( orificiven ſe 
« offerens 'Uifficylte? eductum fuiſſe, et 
«:yoft ceffäſſe omnia mala ſymptomata. 
4 Mulnus probe hu eenſcolidatem oft} 
4 rotunda cientivx eſt er firms; Digits 
in vaigiaum immiffwhe witer IR 
v0 ſentire dalem eſſt mipltiocem,- offi>. 
«bus pubie difeifs ineer medium; 
. perata etim 6 tac explorutam 
„ ola pubiꝭ imme iate inter it 
© anmmmemem men ⸗· 
[eo 0 03 Jon va," AAS NY: led. 


es m e ann dee 
| e bus citea pubem dologeſt . 
I. will, now,heg-; leave to. Jake, befors 
the readery jnſt ſo much oſ the acdunt 
of this caſe; publiſhed by, Monſ. Rouſſel 
de Vedreſme, as will hem the in 
tention of the eee e 
point of view. Warn wa v r 
After 4 general e of: the 
e eoncludes, Nen enim 
**, vefica, » non urethra ullam: jaturam 
«ip AN Exigus gdmodum tempore 
e ſedata eſt inſammation nec gravis milo» 
rum mgruit /[ymptematum ſeries.” P. 96 
I I am- perſuaded, every attentive reader 
will antieipata me in the ceflexions this 
lat aſſertiod muſt ſuggeſt in the name 
of humanity f and common ſenſe l. if 
fever, inflammation, temporary paraly- 
bs, and ſubſequent" martiſtatian of; the 
bladder, ending in a: fiſtulas; by avhich 
the: urine-continued 0 eſeape for eighteen 
months, - and, during which period o- 
cgſional exfoliatant from the ofa pubis werr 
Feguentiy happening, are not to be call- 


\ 
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ed © gravis fymt: ſeries,” what train 
of ſymproms not pedale death itſelf, 
0! ever be conſidered ar grievous ? 
The next caſe is ſtill more tremen- 
A becauſe it ended fatally both to 
mother and child; and here the miſre- 
preſentation is more palpable and incx- 
cuſable, but as it is poſſible that Mr. 
Nouſſel de Vauzeſme may himſelf have 
been impoſed upon, I will not impute 
to him ſo groſs a violation of truth, as 
to ſuppoſe that he knew the genuine 
event of the caſe, for it was not an- 
nounced in the firſt account; but I muſt 
beg the reader's attention to the different 
dieſcriptions. It is another of the ten 
caſes which is included in his Huc | 
I res proſpere cedentes. 
„ Prope urbem Nemetum (Spire 
44 dans le bas Palatinat) mulier vocata 
4% Anna Maria Schmidrinn, jam per 
, tres continuos dies miſerè puerperii 
«« doloribus; angebatur. Peritiſſimus 
8 Chirurgus obſtetricans D. Nagel cal · 
lde pelvis diametros explorat, & in- 
. es ter- 
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„ Kpreſentibus DD. Biernſtzel, D. NI. 


A phyſis oſſium pubis ſoal pro dividitur. 
„ Extemplò fermè, bun infant ir 11 
cem facillinè propetiitur & punis poſt 
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K rn oflis-ſaariuparietern; offes tu 
more fit aſperum eſſe animadvertit, 
« ut omais ſpes ipartiis;natucklis preci» 


5, deretur.; Tum aſſentientibm grafida 


% proximilqne (die quintaAprilis 1778) 


„& Albert'peritidimo-Chirurgo; gym 


45 clapis diebus rum e Babrbur 
« puer perad, quam! bend wdtere pos quer 
t partils digfiailis p̃rrtulit incommodam®*,” 
This is the aceount given by Mr. Rouflel, 
but here follows the genuine hiſtdry+, 

„ . April. anni eiuſdem D. Nagel 
. Cheirurgus Bruchſalienſis eum de- 
0 tore Berenſtitl operationem hanti in- 
« ſtituit in ſoemina, quae tres. laturos 
«. foetus, 'duos'poſteriotes vere morituvs 
« iam modo ediderat. Fòctus inique 
<< facie dextrorſum ſitus, neque vitro 
47 e dolaributy” neque veffione, 


X 11 * F 6 12188 * 
9a 1 


. r. 97. | ix Weidman 5 P., 30. 
te neque 
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«« neque forcipe vi Mg 54 
| E qe „„ 


1 
yer 


ae. Y 


7 4 5 minuta 'viutre viſus fuit, a, 
egra dis pe aperationem . _offaua Fun 
* 2 127 aenee,. adbibite. licet omi 
oe, © opera, fatis. cedit.. X Erenteratio exbi- 
« wit. partes genirales Fig ſdhacels- 


ce a, wrethram. miegram, telam cellu- 


10 2 ab, offbus. ulis corruptam ef 
0 '« Janie penfuſam at uteri gengroengſum, | 
« ut et ent et Poſterior Jacies uteri. 
« Linea, peluty, contugata, v Water 
140 trium. Nes r * . 
The next. 3 which is to be ielated, 
e at, Arras, it was under the 
direction of Monſ. Retz. 4 phyfician of 
eminence, hut Mans, L'E feards per- 
formed the operation, the following ac 
cqunt of ig is en from 
Rquſſel®, . An vn e 
Hic ic Medicus, parturienti "5 
2 e propter pelvis an- 


hid? © SS 
— — a < "_ - 22 4 — 
fon ** . 
— - 2 — — — = r 222 — — — — 
* 
—— — H kkl—— — 


* ham introgtedi nequaq 


* matum erat, chm bi 3d memo 


$4: | MN "ps S4 ON 44 
4, Ta vehementer” tüm inf. Aamimatione 


wes erant "geditalia, ' uk i u vagi- | 
J 'digitus 
10 poſſet; jam de omnibus ferm <> Se 


* revocans illud Celſf moni itum, , fatiys 
«« efle_ in re defperatd” ani Weit 


. auxilium quam nullum & periti mo 


Te Chirurgo Leſcardꝭ be divi vidi ju- 
« het. - Cujus ſefionis ope egreſſus' Bo- 
„ nuncis, ad aliquot horas Piravit, & 


« ad diem gun, ehe "Jupervixit 
« mater. Que "i protinus non acta 


| « fint, nec yer præſto auler extre- | 


n- unctio, nee baptizatus infans, 


” Nihilo-minùs Medicum tot clara per- 


«« agentem nefarid infimiulant in vidi, 
A long and very particular relation, 
of the diſpute this caſe occafioned, be- 
tween Meſſ. Retz and L'Eſcardé, 0 n 
one ſide, and all the phyſieians and ſur- 


geons of Arras; on che other, as well 


as an accurate account of the appearances 
after death, nn by all Prem. | 
may 


* 
0 


aso vs wan chr tex * 
may be found in Monf. Sue. Unne- 


ceffary s as this operation certhitily:was, 


and fatal as the event proved both to 


mother and child, Monf. Rouſfel 1 
| the attentive reader will have Obſetved 


above) like a true Frenchman and a: good 
Chiiſtian; Gerves rom: this caſe) iome 
conſolation to himſel f, and attributes ſome 
credit to Monſ Retz, inaſmuch as the 
child lived long enough to be baptized, 
and the mother long enough to receive 
extreme unction; it would be highly 
unbecoming, and indecent, to arraign 
the religious prejudices of any country, 
by*endeavouring"to leſſen the merit of 
baptiſm to the child, or extreme unc 
tion to the mother, but I think the 
common ſenſe of | mankind, of all reli- 


ſhocked, at the coneluding words 


of the hot prey. mae Monſ. Retz, 


* 22 12 Nin 1347 20 r 2 ap Fi 2 


* Monf, Sue expreſsly ſays, ( le detroit du petit baſſin 
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gions, and in all countries, muſt be 
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and fon prolonging the mothet autres 
enough to receive extreme unction. is de- 


8 ſeribed as enedicum tot clana perageniem. 


child, Nill-romaing,to-be-xclated, which, 
complicated, and mare perplexing; than) 
any of dhe preceding! o. A zappened. 
at Duſſeldorf, in May, 178. of which 
two aceounts have been publiſhed, one 
in Freneh by Profeſſor Guerarch the 
opetator. and another i in the German 
language, by Mr. Brinkmanns Wh wes: 
preſent ; as I have not yet been able 40. 
procure, either the one or the other. 
the reader muſt be fatisfied, with che 
following tranſlation into Latin, ex. 
tracted; from Dr. Bentely's Theſis d, to- 
gether with an account of the diſſection 
* the bod). Iaſtituebatur Clare 
% Gueratdomazimwcum-canela, apſqup. 
nn laſious alicujus partis non laden 
one ramus NG ar- 


"2111 0 * * 1 4 


in vaginam uno pede alter 

0” erat quierehdus, id; quod autem im- 
; e noon potuerant, manus enim 

3 > intfoductio in uteti cavum adhucdum 
RE = impofffbilis erat, quamobrem ſolius 
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« teriz pudendæ externæ diſſectus An- 
* guinem magna copia funde bat, qui au- 5 


tem applicatio digito ſtatin ceſſabat. 
Ineiſo autem annulo ligamentoſo ab 
antita ſuĩ parte pubis oſſa jamjam ſe- 
0 parata animadvertebantur, ſecedebant- 


n ꝗte a ſe invicem aliquo cum crepitu, 


itaut intervallum inter pubis oſſa ſeſ- 
qu pollicem æquaverit. Diductis ita- 
que ad” ſeſyuipollicem pubis offibus, 


1 0 pedis extract” ope fetus” verſionem 


4 . 
j 
* 
* 
* 
—_— ** 


etentaruntʒ quod etiam incaffum erat, 
<quippe fœtus caput ſemper” immo 
u tum munebut: ut autem introĩtum 
im uteri cuvum ſibĩi compararent, ſol- 
vere tentartnt femur ab ipſo trundo, 


ut nempe apertura ſuperior ab ilſo li: 
«© betaretur,- atque manui introducendæ 

4 ſpatium concederetur, cumque femur» 
TI trunco abſcedere — crus a 
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« e ſeſe ſeparabat, ita tamen ut 
; « femur. in uteri cavum refungi potue- 
« rit : quo facto tunc omnia in vado, 


« eſſe putarunt, dum manum per aper= 


| ce turam ſuperiorem nunc facili negotio 


« ad alterum pedem uſque demittere 
6 potuerunt, ſperarunt fore ut operati- 


7 oni cito finem 1 imppnere. partumque 
«, abſolvere poſſent, at etiam hæc ſpes 
46 feſellit, uteri enim contractiones tan» 


« ta urgebant vi, ut manum obſtupefac- 
«« tam quaſi retrahere coacti fuerint. 


« Quod autem manum in uteri cavum 


4% nunc demittere potuerint, non cen- 
« ſendum eſt, ac ſi pubis oſſa a ſacro 


15 antrorſum remota, conjugataque elon· 


« gata fuiſſet, ſed id inde factum, quod 
eminentia a dorſo pollicis formata in- 
tra pubis 0 ſſa a ſe. invicem remota 


« collocabatur, ſpe, ſua. itaque decepti 


« tentarunt adhuc forcipis applicatio- 
T nem, at itidem fruſtraneam, fœtus 


enim capite nimis alte & oblique in 
7 * pelvi, a 285 hærente. retten 93 8 > 


« In 
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1 6 In tantis rerum anguſtiis ad ulti⸗ 
mum tandem confugerunt remedium, 
a I nimirum cranium magno 


% quidem' cum negotio, ef) effluenite cerebro 


e cranium paululum magis de leſcendebat, 
unci applicatio locum non habebat nec 


« non etiam forceps, & licet quidem N 
% quadam 4 cranio ubripiebantur, caput | 


«© tamen ſemperemanebat immotum. 


% Deficientibus autem verſus veſpe- 


% ram matris viribus lecto componeba- 
«tur =gra, quo etiam paululum refici- 


+ebatur ;" noctu autem dum aliquid 


« in vaginam deſcendere ſentiebat, chi- 


e rurgus tum temporis vigilias agens, 


«« nacceſſit ad illam, caputque deſcendere 


animadvertens, fœtum mediocris mag- 
. nitudinis extraxit, inſequentibusſpon- 


te ſua ſecundinis. Et ics dem fi- c 

«© ta fuit hæcce operatia; 
*. Pemina” dein operatione finita vi- 

„ tam adhuc trahebat per decem dies, 


ic 


quibus effluxis animam expiravit. 


4 Admodum erat debilis & defatigata 4 


6 per en hoſte die ; venter mox 
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„magie mer pda tur- 
40 « giduſque: . Pulſus erat dehilis. & fre- 
** guens. De lochiis patum aut fere 


" nihil 3 Agra vexabatur 
« üngultu, tuflis L. „ gue ab initio ſicca 
2 erat, umts tandem evade bat. 

1 Quarto die. ſuppurationis materiem 
« Landes Incipiebat plaga. Urina, 
% quz involuntarie be — 


3 1 N ee bh 

| | apparatus * 
erat applicandus, nec etiam pu- 
offa penitus ad ſe invicem adduci 


Tf 


55 tantis vexatg dolagibus, atis 
/ © pteſſa ærumnis e vita deceſſerii. 
48 eee cadavere 2 ood. mor- 


4s x 


bent preuti cotiam- plage; inteſtina 


Uterus contractus parvum offerebat - 
1 ylcus ſiniſtro in latere, paululum ſob 


» © 


„ 
3 


* 5 


perro orrupubat, gu i colors 


«© are admodum rant" diſtonta atque 


turgida, atque ea, gue in vicinur uteri 
 harebant maculis fuſtis erant oda. 


. vaginæ connexione cum uteri collo, 


| < materieſque purulenta ben mene 


in pelvis cavo. n 4 a 
46" Apertodein' es TY 
madvertebantur turgidi, ſanguineque 
„meren repleti, colorem ſhepati 
„ate — nan accuratius 
ac Ws vulebant, & quidem confuge- 
e meet erat = 2+ pollicum Fu. 
. cathy diane, duct. a promon- 


ven remote Ae, folummods bus 


— — 


ce Jorem admifit Jeſter ationem. & | As 
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TE erant. Inferior aperture 
% nulla labotans vitio naturales ſerva- 
off bat dimenſiones,”” D nr : 
I muſt now beg leave to revert toxtwo 
of the operations performed by Mr. Si- 
gault, as containing ſome ee 
too important to be o mitte... — 
One patient named ee dea in 
conſequence of the diviſion of the ſym- 
phyſis; and upon examination after 
death, it appeared that great violence 
had been done to the ſacro-illiac joints, 
and that there were likewiſe evident * 
marks of gangrane in the uterus, ce. 
Mrs. Blandin, the other patient, who 
was delivered of a dead child by Mr. 
Sigault in 1779 by means of this opera- 
tion, was, the following yegt delivered 
naturally of a, living child by Mu? 
Belami, a midwifeggt Paris, who had 
been ſent, for to attend her in conſe- 
quence of Mr. 8 


igen s tefuſal, un- 
leſs he was again permitted fo repeat ; 
the ſame operation v. After wy an 


* See 6 acht. page 243. * 19 2 £ 
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account of the preceding dreadful caſes, 
one cannot help feeling and lamenting 


the fituation of this poor woman, who 
beſides the preſent pain, and certain in- 
conveniences attending the ſection, was 
cruelly expoſed to the riſque, of ſuffering - 
in future, the moſt painful ſymptoms, 


and extreme danger, without the ſlighteſt 


reaſon, or the ſmalleſt neceſſity; and what 
is worſt of all, not only, without deriving 


any equivalent, by the preſervation: of 
her child, but even involving its abſo- 


lute deſtruction in her own danger, and 
all, to gratify a wanton — we 
this new+fangled operation! 

The event of this woman's ſecond bs 
bour muſt prove, one ſhould ſuppoſe, 


bh even at Paris, the coup de grace to 
this new practice, notwithſtanding the 
7 prepoſterous attempts of its par tiſans to 


prove, that this ſueceſs was enen of 
Amme e Ces bes 
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(AN©'ES8AT OR 
„ Alphoniſe-te Roy, having per- 


formed the operation (twice thimfelf, 


extends the limits of his work 80 give 
them a full examination, I ſhall beg 
leave to tranſeribe His on words wich- 


this review, FPS: it ' tends Rrongly 
to confirm my opinion, that all the 
been induced to think more -favour- 
ably of it themſelves, and to wiſh to 


make a more favourable impreſſion upon a 
che public opinion, chan the thing it- 


ſelf will at any rate warrants at the 
ſame time I have no doubt, but that 
Monſ. Alphonſe le Roy will-foel hin- 
ſelf called upon to anſwer Monſ. 


Baudeloque, and will be able to remove 


the ſuſpicions ſo injurious to his ve- 
« Une 


5%. 
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„ Une ſemme de vingt · huit ans, 


dune taille de ttois piods trois pouees, 


0 groſſe de ſon premier enfant, & fa- 
% Heures de ſouffrances, fait le; ſujet de 


s fa premiere obſervation.” Après la 


% ſection, les os puis s eloignerent de 
% plus de deu paticet em ſe reterant ſous 
te les fegument, & leur ceartement S eten - 
« en. tloigant /ieplement let curſes de la 

% femme a. manent.. ou de tte deuait paſ- 


4 fer. On: cctaurns Vookent, & on le 


0 tira, pat un pied. — % Lenfant parut 
% mort, mais il ſc ranima moyennant 
* les ſecouts qu on lui donna. II toit 
fort gros, & ſa tłte avait quatre pou- 


ces moins una ligne de diametre tranſ- 
_ #5. verſal, ou dune boſle pariẽtale a lau- 
% moyen de cette ofptration,: j ai paſſer 

% guatre poucats mains une ligne fur un 


** beſfin gui i; apoit gue daux ouces cing 
40 Ane. avant operation. Vingt - huit 
76 __ après, la femme ſut Preſentte A 


« la 


N . r 00 
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« Ja Faculté, marchant ſeule, ſans 1. 
% pui, & n''ayant aueune infirmité. 
«« Elle commenca à ſe lever vers Vepo- 
e que du neuvieme jour; & à W e 
<<; au douzieme. 3 dd N | 
II pareft, dap obſervation, qu'il 
„ y a eu erreur de quelques lignes dans 
l' eſtimation qu'on a faite du diametre 
ce tranſverſal de la tete de l'enfant au 
% moment meme de l'Accouchement, 
«« puiſque le lendemain on n'a trouve 
* ce diametre que de trois poucet huit 
% i gnet. Nous preſumons la meme 
«© choſe de 1'eſtimation des diametres du 
« baſſin de la femme, & fur- tout de 
« Vecartement des os Pubit au moment 
«du paſſage de la tète. On a public . 
0% que cet Ecartement Etoit alors de trois 
_ «©/poucesou à-· peu- près. Un pareil 
« Ecartement paroit trop extraordi- 
«© naire, pour aſſurer auſſi vaguement 
« qu'il a eu lieu; & bien des gens croi- 
«© ront peut Etre n'atteindre au meme 
« but que ce Medecin, qu'en éloignant 
25 les os pubis à ce degré: s ils conſer- 


«© vent 
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© fieront ia mere. - e wÞegor 31 
Sept jours apres cette opëration, 
4 M. le Roy la fit une ſeconde fois avec 
45 meme ſuccès, ſur une femme du 
11 Gros -Cailloux, nommee du Beiley. 
10 dont N de quatre pieds neuf 
„ pouces. e e won ene ee 3 oh 
„ Apres,: la, ſection, l'on ouvtit la 
poche des eaux, & Jon degagea les 
1 pieds de l'enfant, qui ſe preſentoi- 
«« ent les premiers. On engraina dans 
46. la ſuite la partie poſterieure de la 
tete entre les os pubis, qu'on avoit 
in Ecartés de trois pouces en cloignant 
40 « implement; les . cuiſles, de la femme 
« Je plus qu il avoit te poſſibię a & Lon 
4 obtint la ſortie de Venfant ſans de 
«« grandes difficultes. . On obſerye que 
« le diametre tranſverſe. de Is Mts: Efgit-- 
4 pong trois pouces huitilignes. fol." 
La femme du Belly e des 
4 1 tres-vives après l operation: 
mais elles furent de courte duree, 
car des le lendemain cette femme e 
Fe pre 


5 - 
$46 5. . ms FR * 8 * 7 yk T3 n LS 2 
2 A ES Oo 


« lit tous les jours: ſa plaie ſe trou- 
6 yea- cicatrifte der 12 ein 4 .. 8 elle 
% "dix'<ſeptieme. On ajoute que 
e pluficvrs médecins, du nombre deſ- 
—_ Keie det OleythPdE Le Pabuite, 
460 Montpellier, e "ery voir cette 
« femme au citquiertt” Tone lane une 
«forte Madmrutin ss 
Monf: Baudeloque deferĩbes two other 
unfortunate caſes; in one Mont. Bon- 
nard at Heſdin firſt performed the divi- 
ſion of the ſymphyſis, and" afterwards 
the Cæſarian opetation; ri mother divd, 
oe” the chile” wiv preferver,” in the 


& Sis 


eee . re . 


edit ẽtẽ faite, & qulune femme auſſi· bien conforms 


* que la ds Belhy, ett un baſin auff difforme qu un 

lui avoit annonce. Cet exemple ne lui en u point 
impoſc, & le Mẽdecin de Paris n'a point converti à 
2 ſon opinion le Midedis. de eee WEI" 
| other | 
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«| portroit tribe. On la changea de 


M. ce, 
<« fotent en effet erde-rndd f ear le Lehdentaf & 
% flong- temps apres; il doutoit encore que IohEtiom | 
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other eaſd, which: happened: at 86. O. 
mers, the, aden n bus the child 
dias. 901 IC) bot; r iel SFLOD 9 
\ Fheſe.are all as W 
han able to procure: anꝝ information 
concerning either the eireumſtances at- 
tending the operation, or even the event 
of it. Mit. Rouſſel de Vauzeſme men- 
tiono, that the operation had been like 
many; at Conſtantinople, at La; Ferte 
au-VMidame (Firmnitati Vicedomini), and 
Beaunierres en Artois. It has been! per- 
formed nc in Spaia by Mr. Canni- 
vell with ſuoceſa, as Dr. Duncan relates 
aftar his acdount of: Dr., Leake's: book, 
and L underſtand, latenter ries 
formed twice in Holland. * 3111 10 
It appears from this review, that out 
of ſeventeen caſes, five women have died 
and ten children, fo that as Monſ. Bau- 
deloque obſerves, chaque operation 
a cu preſſue ſa victime, admitting 
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that theſe ſeven children could not have 
been otherwiſe ſaved, foe women have 
been abſolutely ſacrificed for their pre- 
ſervation, for there does not appear from 
the acknowledged dimenſions of the 

pelvis, any neceſſity for the operation 

* in «a ſingle inſtance. Monſ. Cambon's 

© ſecond caſe, from the ſhort .ſtature''of 


| the woman, and the probable diſtortion 2 89 
of the pelvis, together with the com- 1 
| plete ſucceſs both to the mother” and 
| | tionable evidence of the efficacy uf the 
| operation, or is the fingle inſtante where 

| ſome. We eircumſtance has not 
| / lation, or very much to leſſen the merit 
| | of the eke bogtobt. ai 597m) ame 
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Th Nat been part 5 my ales TA 


in this eſſay, to give an hiſtorical de- 


tail of all the Cæfarian operations, which 


SW 3 7 


0 been performed « of late Years 1 in Eu- | 


wells have fulfilled this intention 1 4 
becoming accuracy, or to any uſeful ex- 
tent, I ſoon found, required : more time 
and leiſute, than I I could at this ſeaſon 
| ſpare. from my other engagements, and at 
all events, muſt have protracted the pub- 
lication, and further enlarged this work, 


already unavoidably extended much be- 


yond the intended ſize. 5 
But as | have all through this eflay, 
Holden opinions, concerning that ope- 


Alion 3 in ng language), 
R very 
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very different from many foreign authors 
of high reputation, but particularly diffe- 
ring from the opinions and expreſſions 
in the laſt book on the ſubject, pub- 
liſhed in this kingdom, by a profeſſor of 
midwifery in the firſt ſchool of medi- 
cine in the worlds. I knew it would 
be required of me, and indeed, that it 
was an inſtance of reſpe&, due to the 
character, and ſtation, of that author, 
not to paſs unnoticed, thoſe opinions, 
concerning which I have the misfortune 
do differ, toto eeld,. from rain a Ha- 
- milton. | 

I have all thin gh this eflay, n men- 
tioned the Cæſarian operation as cer- 
tainly fatal, and the delivery by the 
crotchet as perfectly ſafe. I was not 
however to be informed, that the 
firſt had ſueceeded in one ot two re- 
cent inſtances on the Continent, nor 
that 1 latter _ e fatal in | 


* 


It Elements of the Prafice of Midnitery. By A. 
Hamilton. Edinburgh 1775. | 


* 


a very 
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.. very few. inſtances in this country. 
But I truſted, that the general event 
of the practice in both caſes, ſo very 
nearly cortreſponded with that idea, as 
fully to juſtify. daes nec "me! __ 
Eon DF 5 S470 

Having conkidered with al poſſible 
attention, the nature and probable con- 
ſequences of the Cæſarian operation, 
and having carefully examined all the 
accounts publiſhed of it in Europe, 1 
own, I was moſt exceedingly aſtoniſhed, 
at the following obſervations of Profeſ- 
ſor Hamilton; ſpeaking of the neceſſity 
for this operation, he ſays moſt truly, 
« that it is a dreadful and hazardous ex- 
% pedient; but he then adds; which 
1 if timeſy and prudently conducted, not- 
0 withſtanding the many e = 5 
in it has failed, may be performed with 
*r great probability of ſucceſs.” And _ 
There are on record above ſeventy 
1* well-attefted hiftories, wherein it (the 
« Czſarian operation) has been fuc- 
6 ' ceſefully performed; for of all the 
d "MM | « caſes ; 
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© caſes related by anthors, it has not 
** proved fatal to the patieut aloue anct in 

<< nine or ten inſtances; which evidently 

FL ſhews the propriety of the practice; 

tand probability of ſucceſs, both in 

regard to the mother's ownirecovery; 
and for certainly pteſerving rant 

«of the cid. o e n0t hints 

With reſpect to this er 
cerning the general event of the Cæſa- 
rian operation, I beg leave to ſay, that 
the Profeſſor muſt have derived his in+ 
formation, thro' channels very different 
from thoſe which have been acceſſihle 
to me; or he is by no-means warranted 
in his concluſion, For except the very 
firſt, the igt favorable accounts of 
this operation, inſtead, of confirming 
the truth of Proſeſſor Hamilton's aſ- 
ſertion, ** that it bas not proved fatal to 
rte patient above once in nine or ven in- 

« fances, preciſely reverſe the fact, 

declaring, that .only ane woman out of 


1 2 
4 W 
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ten bat gſaapel. Monſ. Baudeloque, 
the lateſt author on the ſubject, and 
who: ſoems ſufficiently inclined! to fa- 
as iti ſays this exprefaly,, ** Li operas 
. tion crſarienne gſt i dangerenſe pour — 
dats Fee prids fur 1 * er 
*« une à la mort f. 

I Icaanot permit myſelf to belies that 
Mr. Hamilton could mean to refer to the 
carl accounts of this operation, for they 
are altogether ſo improbable, the faci-· 
| lity, with which in them; it is ſtated to 
have been performed, often, by the imoſt 
ignorant and unſuiilful perſons, i ge- 
netal ſueceſs under circumſtances the 
moſt hazardous, and alarming. in the pa- 

tient, and under treatment, the moſt in- 
judicious on the part of the operator, 
the ſubſequent ſymptoms, ſo favorable, 
and different, from what have been uni- 
 -farmly obſerved” in every recent and 
well- atteſted caſe, but eſpecially . the 
Frequent reptrition of it uptn the . 

Jef, all concur, to tender it impo! 
1 LArt des Accouchenteil9, Vol. II. pe zig“ 
| R 3 without 


Ly 
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} without eredulity in the extreme, to . 

Il regard ſuch caſes as authentic facts, 
upon the authority of which, we are to 
ditect our future practice, or juſtify our - . 
ſelves in the performance of ſo tremen- 
dous an operation. But even admitting 
the truth and weight of theſe relations, 

yet, however ſucceſsful” it may have | 

proved in other climates, and former 
times, at leaſt we know with certainty, 

that in this country; and this age, (what- 
ever the alteration of circumſtances may 
be) it has proved fatal in nine ſucceſſive 
2 the whole number, in which it bas 

cen performed in this kingdom, and 1 

ek conſidering where, and by whom 
the operation was done, Profeſſor Ha- 
los will W venture 10 tay __ 


: a 7 12 * 
2 . Vin. 1 pon Wy Fe 
and once at Leiceſter, (accounts of all theſe caſes 
have been publiſhed) ; but it has been performed once 
fince, in Northamptonſhire, . by Mr. Clark, then of 
Wellengborough, but now living in London, aflifted 
by Mr. Mansfield of Thrapſton, both able ſyrgeons, 
and particularly eminent in 258 1 5 of the kingdom 
Sn A 
5 8 at 
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atleaſt ſome of the caſes were not © W time- ” 
ww © ly © and prudently conducted. 
The following quotation 152 the 
fame book, while it excites my aſtoniſh- 
ment, demands particular notice, be⸗ 
cauſe i it directly contradicts the PRE, 
pal intention of this effay. y. 
In the city of London, during the 
: a 4 of the laſt hundted j ears, of 
above fifty women that haye preſented” 
to the different practitieners and in 
Cl "the different hoſpitals with oy 
lvis's z that i is from one inch, 
Tae more than two at the wide 
Ch 1 } no more than four or 
To number have been ſaved, and 
Whole of the children have been 
lh ded ; whereas had the (Czſart- | 
10 an) operation been performed, fright- 
* ful and hazardous as it is, rip Sf 
« theſe unhappy. women, with their ct 
« dren, would have been preſerved+ . 
Wich reſpect to this quotation, 1 
bez leave to aſfure the learned, and 


t Page 242, 


we. * 
= 


_ 


R + in- 
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| ngeniqus, author. that, gopeerning, 
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event of the caſes of the molt deforme 
pelyis's sin this .city, (not however 501 
* one inch diameter,” for, I know © f none, 
ſuch, but the ſmalleſt, of which any a ac 
count can be procured), be — Md alto- 
gether milinformed i in point c of fact 3 far, 
from my own experience of 5 50 
twenty years. as well as ypon the mo 

accurate information whic 4 as it Wag. 


* ens 


my indiſp : enfable duty, 1 have made x. 
particular buſineſs toprocure fromothers,, x 
I will venture to. aſſert, that inſtead of, 
only. our or ſve women being ſaved aut. 
of fifty, the proportion is at leaſt reverſed, 
and the number Hap, 15. the, b | 
tion to be, faved, is at, th utmoſt N. 
number loſt. One chief intention, of, 
this, clay, i was, to endeayour: to  dimyniſh, 
at leaſt, if 1 not abſolutely ſuperſede, 
necefity, of t the Ceſarian operation, and, 
to ſubſtitute the ule of ine crotchet, i in. 
its ſtead ; to een this purpoſe, . 
repeatedly inſiſted upon he ac 
ledged fatality of that operation, Ne 
the 
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the, comparative ſafety of the crotchet, 
and, I have. endeavoured, ta, demanſtrata 
upon principle, and, confirm by experi- 
ment, the poſſibility of the, ſucceſeful 
application of , that inſtrument, in very 
many. of thoſe, deformed. pelyigs,. wheres 
that, fatal operation has uſually; been. 
reſorted, to. and is, fall invariably re- 
commendedrF.; But, if, only one Wn 
man has heen loſt. out of tan bythe, Cæſar 
rian qperation. and only anei out of the 
lame number ſaved, Where the crotchet: 
has been uſcd ; if this direct, or implied: 
repreſentation of the event of the two 
methods, given by Profeſſor Hamiltan be, 

N mine muſt be falſe ; and cee 


LOAN: 7 STR 45 20 74 Ti! 


0 Ser, noted be Levre Banos, 
Roederer, Sartorph, 2 N all Tee lenck 


(em. Art. | Obſtet.” Vienne #991"! p. 212); who! 
ſpeaking of the Cæſarian nn... 


n ond ü ble he 
„ Quando diameter conjugata in fot iotroita 
« 4 pollicibut of anguftior, et frerus vivus, d. 


2, 'Qyando {copjugata/ ſaperior -padvege/ 49 

Aallici lau oft miper,, etſi ſœtus ad, t. mortuns. In- 
% hac enim pebvis anguſtia, exctrebratio, & eras do 

e een, impeſſbilis ft.” n 


tice 


ze obviouſly, and ruinoufly wrong. But as 
I am perſuades, 'Profeffor Hamilton has 
been betrayed into à haſty opinion, in 

information, and in the other, from actu- 


this ſuggeſtion, his nder aud Mustürer 
judgment will lead himi at leaſt to correct, 
if not altogether retract an opinion, de- 


not upon à ſpeculative point, or of ' 


conſequences the deareſt intereſts of hu- 


„ N E N- 
tier he recotüttends A Fiber, 5 


one inſtance, from want of the beſt 


al miſinformation, ſo I truſt, that upon 


monſtrably ill- founded; an opinion too, 


trivial nature, but of the firſt practicar 
importance, involving in its probable 


manity, and than which, nothing may 


eventually be of greater moment, to 


= perſons," Who, from extreme defor-, 
9 unkappily Wees * en of 


12 rv Vein 307 by - £00 SI 4 


Before I 8 1 will 1 188 to 
recapitulate, and collect into one point 
of view, the ſubjects which I have con- 
ered, and the ne which I haye 
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| attempted to eſtabliſh, in the preceding 


eſſay. 5 (OPER £4487 6463 #* i Ar Ar TE: : 


Firft. 1 have endenvbuted to demon- 
ſtrate the phyſical neceflity of the u- 

Perior difieulties of human, to com- 
. parative parturition, even in natural 
eren from the difference between 
the erect, and horizontal poſition of 
body ; and particularly the effects of that 
difference in creating laborious parturi- 
tion, the ſubject of this eſſay, which is 
therefore unknown to the quadruped. 
Seca. I have endeavoured to prove, 
that a child at full maturity, cannot be 


born alive by any means of nature, or 


the dimenſions of the pelvis are not rws' 
incher and three quarters from pubit to ſa- 
crum ; therefore, that in all ſuch'caſes;: 
the head of the child muſt be leſſened, md 
being leſſened, I have endeavoured to de- 
monſtrate, that it may be ſafely extracted 
by the crotchet, | wherever there is a ſpace 
equal to one incb and a half from pubis 
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to ſacrum, dimenſions much leſs, than 
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require the Cæſarian operation, even in 
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what have itvatially been ſuppoſod to 


the lataſt and heſv ho,t . 
. 
the preference of this methad by a com- 
parative eſtimate of the twoſlives, unhap-—- 


f pily, but unavaimubly placed in compte 


S$0moirttr 4srnocinadtt Dan 0 2 
Dash. The lanmientable nesceſſity of 
ſuch:vielent maab bring eſtabliſned, Þ 
have andeayaured i prove tha utility of 
openingthechild'shadascarlyas poſſible, 
at leaſt thirtyꝛhouts. in order ta induat 


putrofaction, and thus ſaci litates and ren- 
der moro ſafe, the ſutute extraction by 


the crotchet; and by attention to the 
circumſtances, E have aſſerteda ande. 
perience confirms tha aſſertinna that de · 
livery by the crotehet may abwdys;; 
be eſſected een ſaſety tb the! 
rhothess.” (it 2G t ii nch meinde, 
be Geadcholauicr1ituivtentioidays 
together hat appeared to me, the moſt 
curious, ot eſſential parts of ſeverab bogks: 
publiſhed on the diviſion of the nnn. 
ſis, 


toricil detail. I have particularly ſtated + 
the objections to the new operation, 
and taken; what I thought; the moſt ſa- 


tis factory manner of confirming thoſe 


objections, by putting my readers in 


poſſeſſion of the hiſtory, and event of 


all the caſes, where it has been actually 


performed, and which together, have in- 
duced me to give 2 decided opinion 


I will now only beg leave to add, 
that wherever I have had the misfortune 
to differ from others in opinion, I have 


meant te expreſs myſelf towards them 


many accounts,” of much needing, and 


therefore hoping and claiming, the 
f fame'indulgence; but having no predi- 

lection for che opinions advaneed in the 
preceding pages, further than as they 
appear, r 


or the general welfare of focicty, I am 
ready, moſt chearfully to ſurrender one, or 
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ſia in the manner of a eie or hi. 


againſt che operation: 47 a'T; «4 „ 


nected wien che intereſts ef humanity, | 
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all of them, upon conviction of error, 
endeavouring to adapt my conduct and 
_ feelings to this admirable controverſial 
maxim, \REFBLLERE eiu me 
CLAz=—=REFELLI SINE IRACUNDIA;" 
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oo P. 8. Since the laſt ſheet went to the 
preſs, I have, been favoured. with Dr. 
Krapf 's (Phyſician. to the late Empreſs) 
experiments, and remarks, on the ſuppo- 
ſed dilatation of the pelvis, in natural 
labour, and the diviſion of the ſymphyſis 
pubis in laborious labour. It does not 
performed on the living ſubject at Vi- 
enna. Dr. Krapf s experiments, | how- 
ever completely eſtabliſh. a theoretical 
objection very early ſuggeſted againſt the 
practice, viz. the probable injury to the 
poſterior joints of the pelvis z and w 
likewiſe prove that an anchyloſis be- 


+ Anatomiſche Verſuchi, add ame n 
von Krapf. . 1781. | 


” en | 
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tween the illia and ſacrum, is very far 
from an uncommon circumſtance, even 
in the youngeſt child-bearing women, 


from twenty, to thirty years of age, as 
ſtated before, and which muſt, wherever 
it exiſts, prevent all poſſibility of bene- 
fit from the operation. 


I find by converſation with the inge 


nious Dr. Loder, of Jena, fince his 
viſit to Paris, and his knowledge of the 
event of the caſes related in the laſt ſec- 


tion, that he has abated much of that en- 
thuſiaſm for the diviſion of the ſymphy- 


is, which he h has e in his theſis, 


altho he doeg not entirely acquieſce in 


the opinion with the author of this eſſay, 
that ©* no circumſtances whatever can ren- 
« der it @ warrantable operation.” 
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